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Chapter 1

Introduction

There are quite a few strange people running around with all kinds of theories about what will happen during the End Time:
These people love to talk about etimie events with anyone who will listen. Since | wrote this book, some people will probably
think | am just another one of those persons with an unnatural interest in weird prophecies and theories. Actually, | am a
somewhat conservative Christian who has lgrtended to avoid the more spectacular and controversial teachings in the Bible.
After all, there is plenty to keep me busy learning to love others as Jesus loves me.

As | have grown to love Jesus more, | have also grown to love and care forthe people Hed f or (t hat 6s
result, | feel a responsibility and desire to share those things that | have learned in the hope that it will help iotileesedfoots
of the enemy to deceive and destroy them and their loved ones.

In 1974, the Laod confronted my erroneous beliefs about-Eintk events. He taught me some things from His word that
made End Times much easier to understand. Over the years, | have compiled some of that information to share with others.
Recently, | have felt a desire doganize as much of that information as possible into a resource book that may be helpful to
others who love Jesus.

The information in this book is compiled with four types of people in mind. For those people who desire only an overall viev
of the End Tines, a chronological chart of etiche events is provided (see patf}. Charts and pictures are used in the book to
help explain relationships between the various events (see 4&aged59). For those people who want general information on
each of the entime events, a general description of ¢imle events is provided at the beginning of most chapters. For people
who want an erdime reference book that is easy and fast to use, an evantay is included at the end of many chapters, and a
complete index is provided. Finally, for those who desire to study the End Times in detail, Scripture references are supplied
throughout and detailed information on several topics is provided in thadipes. (Numbers used in word definitions refer to
the Strongds Concordance numbering system.) While the ma
designed as a handy reference that provides easy and nearly complete accessipfudmation. This book is divided into
several major sections as follows.

Introduction and General Information. This section includes chapters one, two, and three. The information in these
chapters provide background and other information that istieyhen studying endime events.

Major End -Time Events.This section includes chapters four through twelve. Each chapter in this section provides detailed
information on one of the major aspects of the End Times. The chapters are placed in chronottgitalsed on the material
covered.

Miscellaneous Information. This section (chapter thirteen) is a collection of information on variousieredissues.

Specific details of some etiine issues and questions are explained in this chapter. The begihttiegchapter has a topical list
(with page numbers) of the issues covered. The index can also be used to locate desired information.

Preparing for the End Times. This chapter addresses some basic issues necessary for preparing for the possibly soon
beginring of the End Times.

Appendices.The appendices contain supporting details for several premises in this book. Page references are provided
throughout the book directing you to these appendices where applicable.

Index. The index is a combination of two typ of indiced concordance and topical. The concordance indexdibts
occurrences of the word or phrase. The topical index lists locations of topics. These two types of indices are condmsesaf for e
use.
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The Importance of Understanding End Times

Why is it important to understand eticdhe events? Probably the most significant indication of the importance of
understanding entime events is simply that they are included in the Bible. If God did not consider them important, they would
not be included ithe Bible. Second, Jesus told us to watch for certain events related to the End Times and the apostle Matthew
cautioned us specifically to understand the prophecy concerning the Abomination of Degblatidt¥:1527). Firally, failure
to correctly understand esiiine events can cause a Christian to be shaken in mind or troubled unnecessarily (2 H)es. 2:2
Some have even had their faith overthrown by incorrect teachings concernitimersvents (2 Tim. 2:218). A proger
understanding of ertime events seems to be important for effective Christian living and service. Fortunately, as explained in thi
book, endtime events are not nearly as difficult to understand as some people think.

On the other hand, correct undarsiing of eneime events is not a requirement for salvation (Rom.-10)9 When the
Lord returns for His people, He wild]l gat her them wtet her
Great Tribulationthen He will go with them and comfort them (Heb. 18;% Cor. 1:34; Ps. 23:4). As God was encouraging
and strengthening the early Christians under Roman persecution, he will also strengthen and encourage each of usirs persecu
we may suffer for lis name.

Pieces to a Puzzle

Descriptions of various entiime events are scattered throughout the Bible. These descriptions provide significant, but
incomplete information if they are viewed individually. The effect is similar to thatlafx full of puzzle pieces. Individually,
they convey important, but incomplete information. When assembled in the proper order, the overall picture becomes very clea

Passages describing etighe events are similar to puzzle pieces scattered throtgimBible. When an individual passage
(i.e., piece of the puzzle) is studied, it is obviously important. However, it is sometimes difficult to understand heeethétp
together.

With picture puzzles, the manufacturer provides clues cadtedocking pieces These clues must be studied along with the
picture on the puzzle piece to determine which piece connects to which other pieces. As more pieces are linked together, the
overall picture becomes clear and it begins tcegster to put the remaining pieces in their proper location. The Bible
descriptions of endime events are similar to a puzzle in this sense.

Too often, not enough ertdne events araterlockedtogether to get a clear overall understanding of the Em#d.i That is
part of the reason why there are so many theories about when Jesus will return to gather His people. Like the pictase puzzle,
events arénterlockedtogether it becomes easier to connect other pieces. As proper relationships betweévidhalipteces
are established, the overall view becomes more clear.

Like puzzle manufacturers, God provided santerlocking piecesor establishing relationships between individual-¢inte
events. Thesmterlocking piecesre certain events that serve as reference points to other events. These interlocking events
provide the keys necessary for putting the individual parts of th¢imecbicture together correctly.

As with assembling a puzzle, angowho desires to understand End Times must concentrate first on putting the interlocking
portions of the pieces together. These provide the information necessanptbe pieces together in the proper order. After as
many pieces as possible are snapgpgédther, the overall picture is much clearer. This makes it easier to place the other pieces in
their proper positions. So what are the interlocking parts that help make sensdiofecadents?

Interlocking Pieces in the End-Time Puzzle

One of the more obvious and important interlocking piétdise endtime puzzle involves certain signs in the sun, moon,
and stars. According to Matthew 24:30, these signs occimmediately after the end of the Great Tribulatiom Isaiah 13:9
13, these signs occimmediately prior to the Wrath of Godin Revelation 6:1247, these signs occjust before the 144,000
are sealed, a great ititude appears before the throne of God, and the Wrath of God b&giee the signs in the sun, moon, and
stars signal the end of the Great Tribulatiany events following those same signs must also ocairrthé Great Tribulatian
This means that the sealing of the 144,000, the appearance of the great multitude in Heaven, and the Wnauinsvf@odcur
after the end of the Great Tribulation

The Great Tribulatioprecedes the signs in the sun, moon, and stars which occur before the Wrath At &aghts that are
part of the Great Tribulationccur before the signs the sun, moon, and stars. All events that are part of the Wrath af¢gad
after the signs in the sun, moon, and stars. Therefore, all events of the Great Tribulstioncur before any events of the
Wrath of God Unfortunately, some who teach about¢inde events list the plague$ the Wrath of Gods part of the Great
Tribulation This error has led to much confusion about the Bntks. To clear this up, a definite distinction must be made
between the events that occur during the Great Tribulatidrithose that occur during the Wrath of Gbke following chapters
in this book will covereach of these events in detail to help clarify the different events associated with each of the two time
periods.
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Events Are Not in Chronological Order

When studying endime events, it is essential to understand thatorder in which events are described is not necessarily the
order that they occur. Sometimes, certain events are described out of chronological sequence to emphasize or complete an
important point. This is especially true in the Book of Revelation. kample, Revelation 11:7 describes the Bé&dlsng the
two witnesses. Revelation 13:1 describes the Belash he first comes up out of the sea. If these passages were chronological,
then the Beadtilled the two witneses before he comes up out of the sea. Apparently, the events recorded in Revelation 13:1
must occur before those recorded in Revelation 11:7. (Seedfddgea chronological list of ertime events. Also refer to page
57 for information on the chronological sequence of the chapters in the Book of Revelation.)

Literal or Figurative?

When studying endime events, it is important to make a distinction betwagstriptions that appear to be literal and those
that are obviously figurative. Literal prophecies will occur exactly as described. Figurative prophecies will also ottoey, but
may not be obvious on the surface. As a general guideline when studyitigpyeral/ents, assume that all descriptions are literal
unless the context insists upon a figurative understanding.

It is also important to distinguish between two types of literal descriptions. The first type of literal event includeSatesscr
of whatwill be observable on earth. For example, the Abomination of Desoldiah 24:14), the signs in the sun, moon, and
stars (Mat. 24:29), and the construction of an image of the Beegt 13: 1415) are all lieral events. All of these will be
observable from an earthly vantage point.

The second type of literal event includes those that take place in the spiritual or heavenly realm. On the surface, these may
appear to be symbolic since they describe strangdssad creatures. Even though these are literal events, they will not
necessarily be observed on earth exactly as described. Examples of these types of descriptions include the four amdtures aro
the throne of God (Rev. 48®) and the angels pouring dbe bowls containing plaguéRev. 15:68; 16:1). People on earth will
not see the angels as they pour out the bowls, but they will see the results.

Examples of descriptions that appear to be figurative include: the harlot (probably répgesifalse religion, Rev. 17:4)
and the wine and winepress representing GRes 4910p19:45).FHeme nt
exact interpretation of a figurative description is sometimes difficuleterchine.

The Beastill probably be a literal person (see pdd@®. In Daniel, the organization or kingdom from which he comes is also
figuratively described as a bedBan. 7:711). In this description, the Bedsk., the Antichristis described figuratively as a
little hornthat is part of this beakingdom.

Problems develop when too many dirde events i@ thought to be symbolic. Problems also occur if all-&me
descriptions are taken as literal. Generally, it is best to considgimemdescriptions as literal (either spiritual or observable on
earth) unless the context definitely indicates thagaréitive understanding is necessary.

It is important to remain open to other possible interpretations efiereddescriptions. Many of these events may occur in
several different ways while still meeting the prophetic requirements. Often, prophecg te shew usvhenwe reach a certain
point rather than to inform us of what to expect next. For example, the Abomination of Dedelatied to signal that the Great
Tribulationhas started rathehtan pr ovi di ng much i nformation about what wi
prophecies were sealed so that he could not understand them (Da®) 1Ri®vever, as we get nearer to the time of the end,
more will be opened to our undensténg.
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Using This Book to Study End Times

Much of the information in the following chapters is presented in a consistent format to aid research and stutimef end
events. A chapter will usually begin with an overall descriptiothefcovered event to aid in obtaining an overall understanding
of the activity and significance of the event. Following the description, specific information related to the event ésl pinavie
summary format shown below. This is most helpful wheenagiting to determine specific information about the event such as
how long it lasts and what occurs prior to it. Several appendices are included in the back of this book to provide deftditisnal
on certain aspects of End Times for those who desire aetails. Finally, an index is included for assistance in locating specific
information.

The information format used to summarize the chapters covering majtimendvents is as follows.

Summary

Term Definition:

Provides a definition of the term event.
Significance:

Explains the major importance of this event.
Source:

Explains who is behind the event or the cause of it.
Length:

Explains the length of the event or period.
Events Prior:

Lists events immediately preceding this event or time gerio
Events:

Explains the major events that take place as part of the event.
God During:

Lists Godoés activities during the event.
Christians During:

Lists the activities and conditions of Christians during this event.
Satan During:

Li sts Sa tesadurihgtheawenti vi t i
BeastDuring:

ListstheBeasts acti vities during the event.
Non-Christians During:

Lists activities and conditions of ngbhristians during the event.
Events Following:

Lists events immediately following thessent or time period.
Scripture references:

Bible passages related to this person, time, or event.
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Chapter 2

Sign Posts Along the Way

5 Matthew 24:3 (NKJV) Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives,

the disciples came to Him priva

will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your
coming, and of the end of the ag

In the Jewish Scriptures before the birth of Jesus (our Ol@difest), there were many
prophecies about the coming Messiah (i.e., Jesus, the Christ). Some of those prophecies
described the Messiah as coming to rid the earth of those who do not serve God. These prophecies described a kingly Messial
who was coming toanquer and reign. Other prophecies of the Messiah described His death in payment for our sins. These
prophecies described a servant Messiah who would suffer at the hands of men.

Before the birth of Jesus, the Jewish people studied the messianic propheaciésrstand what God would do. Many of
these people often did not understand that the prophecies were talking about two separate comings of the Messiah. His first
coming would be in aervantrole to redeem man to God by suffering death on a crosb@dsE315; 53:212). The second
would bein&inglyr ol e as a conqueror of all/l e Vv i-6; Dan.n7d314). Jefortadnatélyi, v e r e
many people only looked for the kingly Messiah who would deliver the Jewish people frorativeytof Roman rule (Acts 1:6).
Since the servant prophecies did not seem to fit this view of the Messiah, those prophecies were often ignored or misapplied.

As a result, when Jesus came, the people thought that He was the kingly Messiah who wouldeset Gps ki ngdom
Jerusalem. A few days before Passover, these people spread palm branches and clothes in the road to welcome their coming
(John 12:1213). When Jesus failed to fulfitheir understanding of the prophecies, these same people turneithstgdim,
demanding His death (John 19:18).

The Jewish people made a common mistake when it comes to biblical prophecy. They thought that the primary purpose of
prophecy was to describe what would happen in the future. They also added too many assiageid upon their limited
understanding of the prophecies. Even though the prophecies were fulfilled (to that point) exactly as given, many shthe Jewi
people did not recognize it because they were not fulfiledvay they expectedWe must be careftio not make a similar
mistake when studying eftime prophecies.

Throughout the Bible, God has provided many-gngk prophecies for us. These prophecies serve two major purposes. First,
when they come to pass, they assure us that God has everythingamidel (John 13:19; 14:29: 16:4). He is not surprised by
the events taking place.

The second major purpose of these prophecies is to sho:
to city limit signs. When you reach the citgnlt sign for your destination, then you know where you are. Bible prophecies are not
always intended to function asileage signsThat is, they do not often tell us how far we have to go before we arrive. Instead,
Bible prophecies often show us when avdve at certain points in history.

For example, the Abomination of Desolatigra type ofign posthat tells Christians when we are entering the Great
Tribulation(Mat. 24:15,21). We will probablgot know ahead of time when the Great Tribulatiolh start. However, when we
see the Abomination of Desolatiome will know that the Great Tribulatidras started. Thereferthe Gospelvriter tells us that
it is important to understand the prophecy about the Abomination of Desdlsliidn24:15). Besides serving to show us when
we reach a certain point in history, this prophabgut the Abomination of Desolati@so serves to assure us that God is not
caught off guard by the workd the enemy.

When studying entime prophecies, avoid the temptation to be too specific about hguvdpbecies will be fulfilled.

Primarily, seek to understand enough about the prophecies to recognize them when they come to pass. If you do thz, you will
least likely to miss these important sign posts provided by God.
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Chapter 3

Tribulation or Wrath?

1 Thessalonians 3:4 (NKJV) For, in fact, we told you before
when we were with you that we would suffer tribulation, just
as it happened, and you know.

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (NKJV) and to wait for His Son from
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who
delivers us from the wrath to come.

TRIBULATION WRATH

As mentioned in the first chapter, all eventstef Great Tribulatioccur before any
events of the Wrath of God herefore, the first step necessary for understandingimedevents is to get a clear understanding of
the difference between the Great Tribidatand Wrath of GodUnless this difference is clearly understood, it is virtually
impossible to understand etiche events. Therefore, the purpose of this chapter is to provide an overview of the major
differences between the Great Tribulatiand the Wrath of GadEach of those time periods are covered in detail in following
chapters.)

The Great Tribulation

An important clue to remember when studying-&nte events is that the Great Tribulatisrdemonic in origin. It includes

the persecution and kil I i ndghe®dastThaBegs(alpoecalledithe ArichristBilareéigmn 6 s e m
during the Great TribulatiorHe will demand worship and conquer many countries. The Great Tribuleitidre a time of
intense evil. The source dig¢ Great Tribulatioms Satan (Rev. 13:2 ) . Satands pur pos estofkih stealt he C

and destroy (John 10:10). A major characteristic of the Great Tribulattbe deception of those who do not love the truth (2
Thes. 2:912).

The Wrath of God

The Wrath of Gods godly judgmenggainstevil. This judgment takes the form of seven plagquesred out against the
Beastand those who worship him. These seven plagtesdministered by the angels of God. The purpose of the Wrath of God
is to punish théeastand his followers (Rev. 14:20). The major characteristic of the Wrath of Ge@devere punishment of
those who do not belong to God.

The Difference

The Great Tribulatiomnd the Wrath of Godretwo separateevents coming frontwo different sources fotwo different
purposes. The Great Tribulati®a time of intenspersecution It is instigated by Satan through the Beastn effort to deceive
people and cause them to worship him instead of Jesus. The Wrath isf &ithe ofjudgment which will be poured out upon
the world by God. Its purpose is to punish the Baadtthose who have takéis mark during the Great Tribulation

The differences between the Great Tribulato Wrath of Godhave been summarized in this chapter. More details about
each of these time periodseajiven in later chapters.
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Chapter 4

Abomination of Desolation

Dani el 11: 31 ( NKJV) be miustered byf hont, c e <
and they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they shall

take away the daily sacrifices, and place there the

|/ abomination of desolation.

Understanding what the Bible says about the Abonunatf Desolations very
important for understanding etidine events. According to Jesus, the Abomination of Desol&itite one event that will alert
the people of God that the Great Trifstibn has started.

Matthew 24: 15, 21 (NKJV) AThereford wipokenowfsdg tDaai
standing in the holy placeo (whoever reads, |l et him un:i
21AiFor then t her e \uchdshds eotbgensirce thetbeginhing bf éhe wodcduntil this time, no, nor
ever shall be.

All who read Matthew 24:15 are instructed to understand it. As explained in the Intoodpagel), certain events in the
Bible are similar to interlocking puzzle pieces in that they provide important keys to the time relationship of ctimee eveénts
(also see pag#?). The Abominatio of Desolatioris an importaninterlockingpiece that marks the beginning of the Great
Tribulation

According to the passage in Matthew, the Abomination of Desolatian event that is prophesied in the Old Testament
Book of Daniel which was written in the late sixth century B.C. Daniel prophesies the following about the Abomination of
Desolation

Dani el 1 1 : Ahd for¢eddKall We) mustefied by him, and they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they shall
take away the dailgacrifices,and placegherethe abomination of desolation

Daniel 8:914 (NKJV) Andout of one of them came a little honmich grew exceedingly great toward the south, toward

the east, and toward the Gloridend. 10And it grew up to the host of heaven; and it cast de@meof the host and

someof the stars to thergund, and trampled therhl He even exaltetlimselfas high as the Prince of the host; and by

him the dailysacrificeswere taken away, and the place of His sanctuary was cast tidBecause of transgression, an

army was given oveto the hornto opposehe dailysacrifices;and he cast truth down to the ground. Healidhis and
prospered13Then | heard a holy one speaking; @mbtherholy one said to that certaimewh o was speaki ng,
long will the visionbe, concerninghe dailysacrificesand the transgression of desolation, the giving of both the
sanctuary and the hosldAnaed bhe saiadiplt @edmandeForf otow® 0t ho us
sanctuary shall be cleansed. 0

Dani el 12: 11 ( NKJ \hatthe dailysadrifickis takem awaly,@nd the abemination of desolasaet
up, there shall bene thousand two hundred and ninety days.

Two of these passages in Daniel tell how long the Great Tribubailblast. Daniel 12:11 states that there will be 1290 days
after the Abomination of Desolatias set up. An extra 45 days are also mentioned that occur after the 1290, but their purpose is
not explained (see Dan. 12:12n Daniel 8:14 the length of time when the sanctuary and the host (people of God) are going to be
trampled is given as 2,300 days in several translations. The Hebrew actually says/2r868s and morningsstead ofdays
(see other translations arftetmarginal notes in the NKJV translation). This may be equivalent to 1,150 days since one morning
plus one evening adds up to one day. (Refer to page 47 for more information on the length of the Great Tyithutatiiso
possble that this passage (Dan. 8:14) refers to 2,300 days in a time period other than the Great Tribulation.

Since the Abomination of Desolatiimvolves theholy placeand the forced discontinuance of the daily sacrificesteimple
in Jerusalem may need to be rebuilt before this event takes place (Mat. 24:15; Dan. 11:31; 8:11). If such is the cteydlie Be
be instrumental in the peace negotiations that open the way for the rebuilding the Jewish temBl {ddrhis would occur
during a time when the Bedss r e a | nature i s not as obvious. However, of
page32). At this point, it is important to remain sensitive e twarnings of God and not miss the fulfillment of this prophecy,
even if it takes place in a somewhat different manner than might be expected.
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Summary
Definitions:
The Bible does not clearly define the AbominatigrDesolation. Apparently, it is something that is abominable in the
eyes of God. Possibly, it refers to the Beastos cl air

or the sacrifice of something unclean (such as a pig) in wotslagalse god. Even though it is not clearly defined, the
Abomination of Desolation should be readily identified by its associated events (see following).
Events of the Abomination of Desolation

The Abomination of Desolatn includes the Beadts decl ar ati on that he is God, h
stoppage of sacrifices to the true God. (see Dan. 8:11; 11:31, 36; 2 ThésR23 13:6, 7, 15). It will begin an intense
tit me of persecution e2R). Goddés people (Mat. 24:15

Significance of the Abomination of Desolation
Establishing the Abomination of Desolatiwiill expose the Beadbr who he is. It will also mark the beginning of the
Great Tribulation (Mat. 24:15,21)
Source of the Abomination of Desolation
The Abomination of Desolatiois estdlished by the Beasinder the authority of Satarthe dragor(see Rev. 13:2,4).
Length of the Abomination of Desolation
The length of the result of the Abomination of Desolat®BYz years since it is in effect during the Great Tribulation
(see Daniel 12:11, and pag84). However, the actual length of the specific act that is called the Abomination of
Desolationis not given. The establishment of the Abomination of Desolgtiobably takes place in a single day.
Events Prior to the Abomination of Desolation
Prior to setting uphte Abomination of Desolatignhe Beaswill be establishing his position of power, largely by
deception and lies (see Dan.8:9; 11:2128). A period of relative peace may immediately precede the Abomination of
Desolation
Events Following the Abomination of Desolation
The Great Tribulatioimmediately follows the Abomination of DesolatifMat. 24:15, 21).
God During the Abomination of Desolation
Godds activity during the est aisihotdidetiyepelied oatin Seriptiee. ukely mi r
He will bealerting Christians to the significance of the event and instructing them on the appropriate action to take (Ma
24:1527).
Christians During the Abomination of Desolation
Christians should recognize the Abomination oédlationas the primary sign that Jesus gave signaling the beginning
of the Great TribulationFor more information on Christians during the Great Tribulatee pag83.
Satan During the Abomination of Desolation
Satan empowers and directs the BéRstv. 13:2,4; 2 Thes. 2:9).
BeastDuring the Abomination of Desolation
The Beasestablishes the Abomination of Desolatamd begins persecuting those who serve God (Rev. 13:7).
Non-Christians During the Abomination of Desolation
Non-Christians will be corrupted withthe Beass f | att eri es and be deceived. Th
of those who desire to serve the true God (Dan. 11:32; Rev. 13:14). These people will be awed by the power of the Be
and Satan, and they will worship both of them (Rev. 43:3
Scripture references for the Abomination of Desolation
Dan. 8:914, 17; Dan. 9:27; Dan. 11:26; Dan. 12:11; Mat. 24:187; Mark 13:14; 19; 2 Thes.24, 9; Rev. 13:7,
11-15.

Historical Background

A possible partial fulfill ment of Dvasaccenplisked gver &g lears y o f
before the birth of Jesus. Apparently, this was not a complete fulfillment since Jesus warned of a future Abomination of
Desolationn Matthew 24:15. This earlier partial fulfillment of Dahié s p risoegdndectirythe apocryphal booksland?2
MaccabeesThese two books record historical events during part of the time period between the writing of the last Old Testame!
book and the birth of Jesuln their tittesMaccabegmeaninghe Hamerey was the name applied to a family of Jews who led
the revolt against the Syrians.

These apocryphal books and Josephus record a time in 167 B.C. when Antio¢Bpphaney king of Syria erected an

idol atrous altar on Goddéds altar in the temple in Wasanusal
abomination to the Jews. Antiochus also forbade Jews to engage in sacrifices, ritesjriaastision, and worship of any kind.
This was apparently a partial fulfillment of Daniel s pr

The Jewish revolt began in 167 B.C., when a Jewish man sacrificed to Zeus under coercion by a Syrian officer. A priest
namedMattathias witnessed the event. Mattattidied both the Jew and the Syrian officer and called for all faithful Jews to
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follow him. They fled to the hills outside Jerusalem. There, he and his sons organized for war against theérSigiais C., the
armies under Mattathiasd sons swept over Jerusalem, defe
forced to repeal their ordinances against worship in Israel. The temple was formally cleansetribédext 164 B.C. The Jews
celebrated the dedication for eight days. Since that time, the Festival of Ded{afg®moalled the Festival of Lights and

Hanukkal is celebrated by Jews each year, usually in Beg. This event includes lighting of the menorah to commemorate

the cleansing and dedication of the temple. According to Jesus, there will be a further fulfillment of the prophesiedigébomina
of Desolatiorthat will takeplace in the last days (Mat. 24:23).

Historical insights

Certain insights from the partial fulfillment of this prophecy about the Abomination of Desatagipive helpful in seeking
to understand the future completefifirhent. For example, in 167 B.C., when the Jews fled to the surrounding hills, it was to
organize for war, not to tremble in fear. Jerusalem became a stronghold of the enemy, so the people went to an aréa over whic
the enemy had less control. In a samimanner, when Jesus tells His disciples (now c&llatktians Acts 11:26) to flee to the
wilderness at the start of the Great Tribulatibmvill be for purposes of consolidating forces and preparing for war against the
Beastand his forces (Mat. 24:3, 4581; Dan. 11:3283). This does not necessarily mean that all Christians around the world will
have to flee to the wilderness.

The warfare that the Jews waged against the Syrians may be a parallel of the war stiah€kill wage against the Beast
during the Great Tribulatiorit may also be significant that after about three years, the Jews under the Maccabees overcame the
Syrians and proper worship was reestablished. Thiteisgth of time similar to the 3%2 years of the Great Tribulation
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Chapter 5

The Great Tribulation

Revelation 13:15-16 (NKJV) He was granted power to give

breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast

should both speak and cause as many as would not worship

the image of the beast to be killed. 16 He causes all, both small
and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on
U

their right hand or on their foreheads,

In chapter 24 of Matthew, Jesus described the Great Tribul&t®said it will be a time of
deception with false christs and false prophets (Mat.-84t4,2324). It will also be a time when
believers will be persecuted severely and hated (Mat-249) . Lawl essness wil/l i ncrethee. /
Lord will grow cold, leading them to fall away from the faith (Mat. 24113). Satan will do his best to deceive people during the
Great Tribulatiorand will empower the Beati persecute and deceive people. Thatlebe many false signs and wonders which
will be used in an attempt to deceive the elect (i.e. Christidins chosen ones of God, see page(Mat. 24: 24).

This time of great tribulatiowill be chaacterized by greatly increased demonic activity led by the one call@atiodrist
or theBeast The wordantichristis found in only four Scripture verses and refers to one of many antichrists in theivdolan
2:18, 22; 4:3; and 2 John 7). It refers to an individual or spirit who is against Christ or one who denies the Fath&oar(d the
John 2:22).

During the time of the Great Tribulatidhere will be one particular indivighl who will attempt to take the place of Jesus as
King on this earth. This individual is called thean of lawlessne42 Thes. 2:310) and théBeast(Rev. 13:1, 4, 124). As the
antichristof all antichrists, the Beai the Antichrist According to chapter 13 in Revelation, the Beast his forces will be the
major cause of persecution during the Great Tribulation (seeli®g€he Great Tribulatiomwill begin when the Beastets up
the Abomination of Desolatiofsee pagé).

The important thing to understand is that the Great Tribulégi@ntime of intense persecutiand trouble instigated by the
Beastand his forces. The ultimate source of the trouble is Satan (Rev. 13:2, 4). A major purpose of the persecutions asd troubl
to cause peopletofallawayom t he Lord Jesus. ( Rev. 13: 4, 17) . It wi ||
steal, and destroy (Jn. 10:10). God is not the cause of any of the persecutions arising during the Great Tribulation

The Beaswill be assisted by the False Proptsse pagd3). The False Prophetill make an image of the Bea#tev.

13:14). To deceive people into worshipping the Baast his image, the False Prophdt perform signs and miracles and even
cause the image to come to life. He will even be able to call down fire from heaven (i.e., the sky) (Rev. 13:13). Téikiigysom
t hat S a ntacowdsnot doeirrthe past (1 Kings 1822). Anyone who refuses to worship the Beadhis image will be
killed (Rev. 13:15).

Many people will be killed during the Great Tribulatidrhis includes some of those whelong to God (Dan. 11:335;

Rev. 13:8). However, those who know God and understand what is going on will oppose tlan8éaath others the truth
(Dan. 11:3233). Some protection will be provided by God for at least some of His people (Dan. 11:34; Rev. 1P7)%, 13
However, many will pay the ultimate price in their service to God (Dan. 11:35). Historically, Christianity is always pudfied
strengthened bgersecution (Dan. 12:10).

The reign of the Beagand thus the length of the Great Tribulajiglimited to 3%z years. At the end of the Great
Tribulation, the reign of the Beastill be brought to a sudden end by the return of Jesus (Mat.-34;2BThes. 2:8). At that
time, Jesus will gather His people from the earth (i.e., the Rapiate 24:31). The BeadFalse Prophetind those o followed
them will be left on the earth to suffer during the seven plagiige Wrath of Godhat follow the Great Tribulatio(see page
22).

As in the past, thintensity of persecution will probably vary with geographic areas. For example, during the first century,
Christians in Rome suffered greater persecution than those in more remote areas. Persecution during the Greatiiitiibulation
probably be the most severe in those locations most tightly controlled by the Berastcution will probably be less severe in
areas where the Bedsds less control. Possibly that is why Jesus said to leave the cities (M&t22%

It is also probable that the persecution will increase as the Great Tribyledignesses andtheBeast i nf |l uence s
Those Christians who are physically near the Abomination of Desolatien it is established will have to flee immediately
(Mat. 24:1516). Those who are in other parts of the world may have a little more time to react to tiled8eaatc t i ons . H
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intense persecution may begin immediatetgrathe Abomination of Desolatian all region® so Christians must always be
alert and ready to take necessary action.

God will provide some form of supernatural protection for some of His people (Rev. 128,D&n. 11:3). This protection
may be that described in Psalm 91. The length of the Great Tributatioalso been shortened for the benefit of Christians (Mat.
24:21:22) . However, not all of God®ds upngiheGreat Tebulatio(Rev.d2:1&;d3:R.d f r
No matter what comes against you, be assuredtthing can separate you from the love of God that is in Jesus (Rom38;35
Heb. 13:56; Mat. 28:20).

Summary

Term Definition:
The termgreat tribulationis used in only three Scriptures (Mat. 24:21, Rev. 2:22, and 7:14). In Matthew 24:21, Jesus
warns that #fAthere .willln Ree22@draisavariningtthatithbse iwheo comminfornication
with AJezebel 0 will .bce Icma sR e \détheayteat ayrititeda fr@malirnatibnshio aré i o n
standing before the throne of Godarét o s e who have come fAoeut of the great
The Greek word f oR341qgriyiVthlibstetmeandpreséuB eithar litegablywor figuratively. This
word has been translated in various Bible passagaffliaton, anguish burdened persecutiontribulation, andtrouble
From the meaning of the word it is evident that@reat Tribulatiorwill be a time of great persecution, affliction, and
trouble.

Significance of the Great Tribulation:
The Great Tribulatioiis a time when Satan will do his worst tidl ksteal, and destroy (John 10:10). For people of the
world, it will seem to be a time of victory against God and against those who serve him.

Source of the Great Tribulation:
Satan is the source of the Great Tribulation. Pripahnié uses thBeast (the Antichridtas his instrument of deception
and destruction (Rev. 134). God is not the cause of the Great Tribulatidtowever, God may release authority for
Satan to do hig/orst in a similar manner to that described in Job12&nd 2:36. This may be alluded to in 2
Thessalonians 2:8, Revelation 6:8, Revelation 13:8, Matthew 24:2122, and Daniel 8:123.)

Length of the Great Tribulation:
The Great Tribulatiorasts 3% years. This 3% year length is specified as 42 months, 1260 days, &ntkasraes, and
half a time(see pag&4).

Events Prior to the Great Tribulation:
Immediately prior to the start of the Great Tribulatitre Abomination of Desolatiowill be set up (see pagg. Jesus
instructs Christians #t the Abomination of Desolatiaa the primary indication that the Great Tribulatlas started
(Mat. 24:15, 21).

Events of the Great Tribulation:
The Great Tribulatiofis primarily characterized by the reign of the Be#tawill be a time of intense persecution of all
people, especially those who belong to God. All that is evil will be unleashed in one last dying effort to strike dut at Go
and the people He loves. People cannot buy or sell in the 8masblled markets without obtaining theark of the
Beast(i.e., 666 Rev. 13:1618; see paga?).

God During the Great Tribulation :
God will send a strong delusion upon those that do not love the truth causing them to believe the lies of Satan and the
Beast(2 Thes. 2:912). God will be caring for His people as always, evengfh many will be martyred for their faith
(Dan. 11:333 5) . He wi || provide a place of protection in tI
from the cities (Rev. 12:6, 1B6; Mat 24:1521). At the end of the Great Tribulatiafesus will return to cut off the
persecutions by gathering His people from the earth (Mat. 222931; 2 Thes. 1:; 2 Thes. 2:8).

Christians During the Great Tribulation :
The people who know their God wétrongly oppose the Beamtd do great exploits (Dan. 11:32). Some Christians will
be killed during the Great Tribulatidban. 11:3335). However, many will flee to the protection of the place in the
wilderness that Gobas prepared for them (Rev. 12:6;163).

Satan During the Great Tribulation:
Satan (the drag9mwill give the Antichrist(the Beastgreat authority during the Great TribulatiRev. 13:45).

BeastDuring the Great Tribulation :
The Beastwill exalt himself and claim to be God (Dan. 11:36; 2 Thes. 2:4). He will blaspheme the true God (Rev. 13:6).
He will also make wawith the people of God (Rev. 13:7).
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Non-Christians During the Great Tribulation :
Non-Christians will be corrupted withtheBeass f | att eri es and be deceived (Da
with him in his pesecution of those who desire to serve the true God (Dan. 11:32; Rev. 13:14). These people will be
awed by the power of the Beastd Satan and will worship both of them (Rev. 18;3All people who do not belong to
God will worship the BeagRev. 13:8).

Events Following the Great Tribulation:
At the end of the Great Tribulatippertain signs will be seen in the sun, moon, and stars. Jesus will return to gather the
Christians (i.e.,lte Rapturgand the Wrath of Godill be poured out on the Beaaid those who served him. (See Mat.
24:2931 and Rev. 6:127.)

Scripture references for the Great Tribulation:
Mat. 24:45, 924, 2931; Mark 13:1420; 2 Thes. 2:32; 1 Jn. 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 Jn. 7; Rev. 7:14; Rev. 12:8,7,Rev.
13:1-18; Dan. 7:25; Dan. 8:114; Dan. 11:286; Dan. 12:67, 11-12



The Beast and False Prophet 13

Chapter 6

The Beast and False Prophet

Revelation 13:1-2 (NKJV) Then | stood on the sand of the
sea. And | saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having
seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns,
and on his heads a blasphemous name. 2 Now the beast
which | saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of
a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon
gave him his power, his throne, and great authority.

The Beastind False Prophatre the two primary causes of persecution during the Great
Tribulation (see pagd0). The Beasts sometimes called the Antichrish the Book of Daniel, he is referred to as a little horn
The Beasts probably an individual, but he may be an organization or system. Danikl @&scribea beastly kingdom in
which several rulers are depicted as horns. One of these rulers (horns) excels the others and becomes the BeastophetFalse P
is an associate of the Beast

The Great Tribulatiotegins when the Beasstablishes the Abomination of Desolat{gsee pag&). Prior to this time, the
Beastwill be advancing in position and power in preparation forisvities during the Great Tribulatiomhe Beasi s p ower
and authority is granted to him by Satan (the dragav. 13:24).

Until the Abomination of Desolatiqrihe Beastnay not be readily identified for who he is. One possible advance clue is that
the Beastill suffer some kind of physical, political, or other fatal wound to the head (Rev. 13:3). This temporarily knocks the
Beastoutofc o mmi ssi on accor di ng t thatyResavwewas, aind s not, &nd wilBascer dut af theb e a s t
bottomless pit ... the bedsth at wa s, and is not, and yet is.0 | tnseems tl

When the Beadiets up the Abomination of Desolatjdns identity and purpose will be exposed to those who heed the
Gospelwr i t er 6s war ni ng t oecyuMad 24c1S)tAatimattim®re will aspheme fhe taug God and declare
that he (the Beapsts God. He will intensely persecute and kill those who oppose him fulfilling the prophesied Great Tribulation

During the reig of the Beastluring the Great Tribulatigrihe False Prophetill perform signs and wonders to deceive
people (Rev. 13:134). He will also make an image of the Beabich he will bringto life. Those who refuse to worship the
image of the Beastill be killed (Rev. 13:15).

The False Prophstill also institute a special mark often called thark of the BeagRev. 13:5-18). People will not be
able to buy or sell in the economies controlled by the Beiisout the identifying mark in their hand or forehead. Apparently,
this mark is only given to those who are willing to worship the Beakisimage. All who take the mark will suffer severe
punishment during the Wrath of G@dev. 14:911, see pagg2).

Some Christians and possibly some 1@hristian nationsvill oppose the BeagDan.11:3235). Some who oppose him will
be killed. Many nationsncluding Israel and Egypt, will be conquered by the Beast. Some, including Edom, Moab, and the
prominent people of Ammon, will escape his efforts (Dan. 1-43)1

The main purposef the Beastwvi | | be t hed toklisteal,aand d&tioy @ahd 19:10). His rantings and ravings
against the true God and Godds people wildl be particul ar

For the entire 32 years of the Great Tribulatitwngs will seem to go well for the Beabtany will believe that the Beast
and Satan are unconquerable (Rev. 43:3uddenly, his reign will be brouglut &n end by the coming of Jeg@sThes. 2:8). At
that time, the people of God will be gathered from the earth and the people left behind (i.e., those who do not belpmglito God
mourn because of the coming Wrath of Gbtat. 24:3031; Rev. 6:1517).

During the Wrath of Godhe Beaswill suffer along with the other people on earth (Rev. 18:1D Between the sixth and
seventh plagueshe Beaswill attadk and kill the two witnesses of God (Rev. 1-14). There will be much rejoicing over the
death of the two witnesses. The people probably will think that the death of these two witnesses will bring an encete the sev
plaguen f G o d 6Threenandaathdlf days after the two witnesses are killed, they will be brought back to life and called up to
Heaven.

Also prior to the last plague of the Wrath of Gtite Beaswill gather the people of the earth togetheAamaggedon for
battle against God (Rev. 16:P4; 19:1721; see pagd7). Apparently, it will not be much of a battle. After this, the final plague
of the Wrath of Godwill fall (Rev. 11:1419; 16:1321). The Beasand False Prophetill be thrown into the lake of firavhere
they will remain forever (Rev. 19:20).
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Summary

Term Definition:
TheBeastrefers o the individual or government that is empowered by Satan during the Great Trib(Ratiorl3:18).
He is also called thantichrist(1 John 2:18; 4:3), thiétle horn (Dan. 7:8; 8:911), thelawless ongand theson of
perdition(2 Thes. 2:3,8).
TheFalse Prophetefers to an individual who assists the Bepstforms false signs, and demands that people worship
an image he makes of the Be@®ev. 1311-17; 20:20). He is also called a beastl is demon possessed (Rev. 13:11;
16:1314).

Significance of the Beast
The Beasts the earthly source of the persecutions and problems of the Great Tributasi@ttivities will produce
great problems for Godés people on the earth.

Source of the Beast
The Beastomes out of the bottomless pit (in the sea?) (Rev. 11:7; 13:1). His source of power is Satan (2 Thes. 2:9; Re
13:24) through a demon that dwells in him (Rev. 16143.

LengthoftheBeasb s Acti vi ty:
The Beashas authority to act with blasphemy for 42 months during the Great Tribu{atigrB% years, Rev. 13:5).
The Beasts active before the beginning of the Great Tribulatierhe maneuvers himself into a position of power and
authority, but the total length of time is not specified (Dan. 1B He also suffers punishmenteafthe Great
Tribulationduring the plaguesf the Wrath of GodRev. 16:1011). Finally, the Beasind the False Prophgather the
people against Jesus for batttedamageddon where they are defeated and cast into the lake @(R@dve16:1316;
19:1920).

Events PriortotheBeasb s Act i vi t y:
SincetheBeaéts pri mary activity oc caliegventsthat précedg the Great Tholati@ot T r |
precede his primary activity. Before the start of the Great Tribulati@nBeaswill work to obtain a position of
authority ad power (Dan. 11:2B1). When the time is right, he will set up the Abomination of Desol¢tea pagé).
This is the primary identifying event for the Beagntl the start of the Great Tribulatifiat. 24:15, 21).

Events Associated with the Beast
The Great Tribulatiofis primarily a result of the persecutions, blasphemies, and wars of the Béastevents are
associated with him during the Wrath of Gbdt that is a time when he is suffering from the plagués God 6 s wr &
rather than functioning from a position of power.

God DuringtheBeasb s Acti vity:
God is not the source of the troubles duringthe Beast r ei gn and t.Hewill@nowda domerassistancd a t
to those who are persecuted by the Bdashg that time (Dan 11:334; Rev. 12:6, 1316). Jesus will rescue His people
from the Beasand bringanendtotheBedss r ei gn when He cdhdartdy gatheeng Bispeapte Tr i
(Mat. 24:2122, 2931; 2 Thes. 1:4; 238).

Christians Duringthe Beasb s Act i vi t y:
Christians will oppose the Beamtd explain to many other people the meaning of certaittieredevents (Dan. 11:32
35). Christians will suffer the worst persecution that has everbeemlc hed agai nst Ge2d,®an. pe o
7:25; Rev 13:7). Some will lose their lives (Dan. 11383 Rev. 13:78), yet many will find a place of protection
provided by the Lord (Dan. 11:34; Rev. 12:6;16).

Satan During the Beasb s ctivity:
Satan is the primary source of power for the BéRst. 13:24).

Non-Christians Duringthe Beasb s Act i vi t y:
Some norChristians will apparently falsely claim to be Christians in an attempt to join with the people db&wod (
11:34). Many people will worship Satan (the dragbacause of the great authority he gives the B&ast. 13:4). They
will be required to worship an image of the Bemsd to take a mark in their hand or forehéRdv. 13:1518). Because
of their lack of love for the truth they will be easily deceived by the Beattalse Prophé2 The. 2:912; Rev. 13:14).
The people of Edom, Moab, and Ammon will escape the attacks of the(Baastl1:41).

Events FollowingtheBeasi s Act i vi t y:
SincetheBeaéts pri mary acti vity oc caligvents that foliowthe GrehtdribGatiedsat T r |
follow his primary activity. After the Great Tribulatipoertain signs will be seen in the sun, moon, and stars (see page
55) and Jesus will return to gather the church (see p@gé\fter those events, the Wrath of Gl be poured out on
the Beasand all who followed him (Rev. 14:81; 16:10). Eventually, the Beamtd False Prophetill be thrown alive
into thelake of fire(Rev. 19:20).
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Scripture references for the Beastind the False Prophet
Mat 24:15, 21; 2 The. 2:12; 1 Jn. 2:18, 22; 1 Jn. 4:3; 2 John 1:7; Rev.-B3:11-18; Rev. 16:1a11; Rev. 17:314;
Rev. 19:1920; Rev. 20:20; Rev. 14:91; Rev. 11:714; Rev. 16:131; Dan. 7:78, 11, 1927; Dan. 8:914, 2326; Dan.
11:21-45
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Chapter 7

The Coming of Jesus

\—

Revelation 1:7 (NKJV) Behold, He is coming with clouds,

and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him.

C \ And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him.
</

Even so, Amen.

T{ Jesus promised that He will come again for us (John3}:2he first time that

Jesus caméie was born as a child in Bethlehem (Mat. 2:1). After He died the death we deserved on a cross, He was raised fro

the dead and returned to the Father (1 Cor.-45;3 J n . 14:28). Jesusd first coming wa
15; 53:112; Phil. 2:58; Rom. 5:8). When He comes again, it will be as King and Judge (Je62Rdn. 7:1314; Rev. 19:14
16).

Sometimes, people call this return (as King and Judgeettend comingf JesusHowever, there is some confusiabout
what that term means. Some peoplesessond comingp refer to the promised coming of Jesdeen He gathers the Church (i.e.,
the Rapturg However, others ussecond comingp refer to the time when Jesus begins to reign on earth from Jerusalem during
the Millennium Apparently, they reason that this is when He actually comes to earth while the passages referring to the Raptur
do not show Jes coming all the way to the earth. (This is a questionable conclusion since Jesus comes to earth to wage war w
the Beastind his armies during the Wrath of God at least five months before He begins His millennjadeeRgv. 14:1; Rev.
19:11-21; Rev. 20:14 and page&2 and24.)

Some definitions of the second coming are obviously inaccurate. For example, accofidiegRandom House College
Dictionary (Revised Edition, 1980, p. 118&econd Comings def i ned as, ithe coming of CI
Second Advent 0 JudgmentDay s defined as, ithe day of the Last Judgnm
comingof Jesuswould take place at the Great White Throne Judgrfes®t pag@6) . That woul d pl ace Jes:s
after the Millennium This is not an acceptable definition since the Bible clearly shows that Jesus comes back long before the
Great White Throne Judgment

Since the ternsecond coming not used in the Bible, there is no authoritative definition to clarify what this term means.
However, since the Bible does say Jesusamitheat the Rapturef the Church and this will technically be the second time He
comes, it is probably more accurate to use the seond comingvhen referring to the coming of Jedos His people. This will
also be the time wheme comes in judgment against the Beamt his followers (2 Thes. 23)). However, to avoid potential
confusion, | will refrain from usingecond comin@ this book when referring to eftime events.

Scripturally, the commg of Jesuprecipitates several events. First, fonristians will see Jesus and will mourn because of
the coming punishment (Mat. 24:2®; Rev. 6:1217). Next, Jesus will gather His people from all the earth (Mat. 24:31; 1 Thes.
4:13-17). Finally, Jesus will bring an end to the reign of the Baagta beginning of punishment upon the Baastthose who
worship him (2 Thes. 1:60; 2:8; Rev. 14:91; 14:1420). This punishment is called the Wrath of Godhe Bible (see page
22).

The coming of Jesuskes place immediately after the Great Tribulafidiat. 24:21,2930). This means that the Raptuvii
also take plee immediately after the Great TribulatifMat. 24:31). The coming of Jesalkso takes place before the Wrath of
God(Rev. 14:1420).

When Jesus comes, He wi |akth)onthe peaple &adondhé daysjolNdah iMat 28B6Whene . ,
the flood waters came, all wh@3).\Wace the ackuldoswagiciosed\ alloppbrsnityafor k  d
salvation was lost to those outside. When Jesus comes, all appoitu the salvation of those who do not belong to Him will be
lost (Rev. 9:2€P1; 16:9, 11).
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Summary

Term Definition:
The Comingof Jesusefers to the time when Jesus comes to gather His people and begin the Wratl{MaGad:30
31; Rev. 14:1£0; 1 Thes4:1517, 2 Thes. 1:40).

Significance of the Coming of Jesus
The coming of Jesus very significant in that it marks the end of suffering for Christians during the Great Tribulation
(Mat. 24:2931; 2 Thes. 1:4.0). It also marks the end of mortal life for all Christians (1 Cor. 2550 For theBeast
and nonrChristians, the coming of Jesomarks the end of their reign on earth and the beginning of the judgment poured
out on them during the Wrath of G¢2l Thes. 2:8; Rev. 14:1720).

Source of the Coming of Jesus
Jesus is the One who comes.

Length of the Coming of Jesus
The exact length of the coming of Jesusot given in Scripture. However, it appears to occur in a very simert
possibly less than a second (1 Cor 1552]. The results of His coming will last for eternity.

Events Prior to the Coming of Jesus
The coming of Jesugand the Raptujewill not occur untilafter there is a major falling away of believers (see Mat.
24:12; 1 Tim. 4:13) and the Beass revealed (2 Thes. 24). The Beasis revealed for who he is when he establishes
the Abomination of Desolatiofsee pag&). Therefore, the Coming of Jeswsl not occur until sometime after the
Abomination of Desolation is establishe®triptures demonstrate that the comihdesusoccurs after the 3% year Great
Tribulationand before the Wrath of Gddee beginning of this chapter, the appendix beginning on4&@ad page
34).

Events of the Coming of Jesus
Christians will berapturedand the Wrath of Godill begin when Jesus comes (Mat. 2430, Rev. 14:1£0; 2 Thes.
1:6-10).

God During the Coming of Jesus
Jesus will be very active as He returns to gather His Church and punish tharktigise who followed the Beast
(Mat. 24:2931; Rev. 14:14£0; 19:1121).

Christians During the Coming of Jesus
Christians areemoved from the earth and taken to Heaven (i.e., before the throne, R&V; Kiat. 24:2931). There
will be 144,000 people sealed to protect them from the plagdes Go d 6 s  Wr-8. it Appe@rR that the 144,000
participateinte out pouri ng of Go dadandhisviollowersh(Rea. d44i Res 19:1415%).e Beas't

Satan During the Coming of Jesus
Scripture does not indicate what Satan is doing during the coming of Jesus

BeastDuring the Coming of Jesus
Scripture does not indicate what the Béastoing during the coming of Jestihe coming of Jesusarks the beginning
o f Gjadgrdest on the Beaf? Thes. 1:0; 2:8; Rev. 14:711; Rev. 19:1421).

Non-Christians During the Coming of Jesus
When Jesus comes back to gather the Christians, His return will be as visible as the lightningghat tighentire sky
(Mat. 24:27). The noi€Christians will see Jesus and great fear will come upon them. They will seek to hide from the
anger of the Lord (Mat. 24: 30; Rev. 6:13).

Events Following the Coming of Jesus
When Jesus ¢oes, 144,000 people of God are sealed to protect them from the Wrath (R&0d:18). Christians are
removed from the earth and appeaBl;Ree 7:817).AfteGthededesents, the o n ¢
seven plaguesf the Wrath of Godire poured out on the Beastd those people who were not removed from the earth
(i.e., the norChristians) (Rev. 8:1 through 11:19).

Scripture references for Coming of Jsus
Mat. 24:12, 2331; Mat. 13:3643; Mat. 13:4750; Mat. 16:27; Mat. 24:361; Mat. 25:13, 31; Mat. 26:64; Mark 13:21
27; Mark 13:3233; Mark 14:62; Luke 9:25; Luke 17:23%7; Luke 21:2528; Luke 21:3435; Jn. 14:23, 18, 28; Acts B-
11; Rom. 8:11, 23; 1 Cor. 1:7; 1 Cor. 15:23;58) Col. 3:4; 1 Thes. 1:90; 1 Thes. 3:13; 1 Thes. 4:13; 1 Thes. 54
9, 23; 2Thes. 1:80; 2 Thes. 2:4, 8; 1 Tim. 4:13; Heb. 9:28; Jas. 5:4; 1 Pet. 5:4; 2 Pet 1:16; 2 Pet 3:4;73;1DJn.
2:28;Jude 1415; Rev. 1:7; Rev. 3:3, 11; Rev. 6:1Z; Rev. 14:911, 1420; Rev. 16:15; Rev. 19:141; Rev. 22:12, 20;
Job 19:25; Isa. 27:123; Dan. 12:13; Joel 3:1316; Zech. 14:4%
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Chapter 8

The Rapture

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (NKJV) For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the
Lord.

In several passages, the Bible describes a time when Jesus will gather the people of Goc
and remove them from the earth. This gathering is sometimes callBapiiereof the Chuch. Raptureis not a biblical term,
therefore it is important that people clearly understand what is meant by the term. In thRdqutakeis used to refer to the
gat hering of Goddés peopl3t;1ad dn556;& Fhass4:1ld9Y.mes (Mat . 24:29
I't seems that one of the most frequently asloaed uqwes tTihel
following Scriptures show that the Raptwexurs when Jesus comes (see also 1 Cor. 1:7; 1 Thes. 5:23; Jadiemtet 1 John
2:28). Emphasis added to the following passapes.

1 Thessalonians 4:167 (NKJV) For this we say to you by the worlttloe Lord, thatve who are aliveand remain

until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asl&éépor theLord Himself will descend

from heavenwith a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And théend@larist will rise
first. 17 Then we who are alivandremainshall be caught uptogether with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.

2 Thessalonians 2:1 (NKJV) Now, brethreancerning the coming ofour Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering
together to Him, ...

Matthew 24:363 1 ( NKJ V) AiThen the sign of the Son of Man wil/|
will mourn, and thewill see theSon of Man comingon the clouds of heavemith power and great glorglfi And He

will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, andwliegather together His elect from the four winds, from

one end of heaven to the other.

2 Thessalonians 1:8 (NKJV) and tagiveyou who are troubled rest with uswhen the Lord Jesus is revealed from
heavenwith His mighty angels3 in flaming firetaking vengeanceon those who do not know God, and on those who
do not obey the Gospef our Lord Jesus Christ.

John14:23 ( NKJ V) lsn hdy skeatal er innenenotsay avoukl havent@d youi | fgo to prepare
aplaceforyou3i And i f | go and Iwil eomenagaén arad repeivayoeto Mysetfthaywhere |
am,thereyou may be also.

This comingof the Lordis His promised return (John 14:3). Since the promise was given after His first coming to earth as a
child born in Bethlehem, this coming of Jesuil be His second time. Therefore, some people refer to this &ettend Coming
ofJesus However, other peopl e cal lsecandhoomirsyThe Mitlenmumocdues at leastfivemi | |
months after Jesus comes, see ageSome theories about the End Times incorrectly teach that the gathering of Christians (i.e.,
the Rapturgwill occur sometime before (typically 3%z or 7 years before) the second comiegusHowever, as shown in the
Scriptures quoted above, the Raptiadees place at theomingof Jesugwhich is technically His second coming@ he Bible does
not use the terrsecond oming For more information on the coming of Jestee pagé6.

Matthew 24:2331 says that the coming of Jesusl the gathering of His people (thec) will take place immediately after
the Great Tribulation(See pag8&0 for information about thelect) It is extremely important to understand the difference
between the Great Tribulati@ndthe Wrath of Godefore attempting to understand the correct timing for the Rafsteeepage
6). Much of the confusion about whether the Raptugeurs before, after, or in the middietbe Great Tribulatiostems from
confusion about which events occur as part of the Great Tribuldttisralso important to understand that the Raptakes place
when Jesus comes to judipe earth.

The Rapturés described in several passages in the Bible. Probably the most familiar to Christians is that in 1 Thessalonian:
4:1517 (quoted above). This passage explains that when Jesus comes, those Christians who Haasedidtb (rasleepin
Jesu$ will be resurrected and rise first to meet the Lord. Then those Christians who are still alive will rise up to joierthe oth
and Jesus in the clouds. (According to Acts1119these are probably literal clouds.) This passdgo shows that the coming of
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Jesuwwill be a very dramatic event with a shout, the voice of the archangel and the trumpet of God. Matthew 24 also describes
Raptureof the Church as follows.

Matthew 24:2931 (NKJV) Al mmedi ately after the tribulation of tho
not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be Sakeh.hen t he si gn
Son of Man will appear in heaven,dathen all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man

coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great ggdri. And He will send His angel s
trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the finds, from one end of heaven to the other.

This passage clearly explains that the Raptilleoccur immediatelyafter the Great Tribulatioffcompare verse 21 with 29).
The Rapturalso occurs after ¢gin signs in the sun, moon, and stars (vs. 29). Jesus will come on the clouds of heaven and sen
His angels to gather His people from all the earth (vww3B0 Christians will rise into the air (i.e., theaveh and then be
gathered.

Another descriptin of the signs in the sun, moon, and stars is provided in Revelatiol4.Bbon after these signs occur, a
very large number of people appear before the throne of God (RelQ)/:Bhese people went through the Great Tribulation
(Rev. 7:14). This passage in Revelation shows that the Rayutcues after the Great Tribulatiolbut before the Wrath of God
(seeRev. 6:17, chapter 8 and following passages). Christians will be in Heaven (before the throne of God) during thef plagues
the Wrath of God(Some people teach that Christiansxdbgo to Heaven at the Raptutestead, when they meet the Lord in the
air, the Lord and the Christians return to reign on earth. This passage in Revelaidrsfidvs that this teaching is incorrect
since people are in Heaven after the Rapture.) Following is another passafgsthies the Raptuoe gathering of the Church.

Revelation 14:14.6 (NKJV) Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the clo@rsdike the Son of Man,
having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp dikdad another angel came out of the temple, crying

with a | oud voice to Him who sat on the c¢cloud, AThr ust
for the har vestl6SoHe whbsatoethercloud thiugt in Hi$ gicideglmearth, and the earth was

reaped.

This passage describes Jesus (fAone |ike the Son of Man:

sickle. The harvest is ripe indicating that it is time to gather the people of God from thd ka&rtleaping or gathering (the
Rapture is described using the illustration of a harvester (Jesus) who uses a sickle to gather the grain (the people who belong t
God).

Evidence that this passage is describing the Rapdtherthan some other event is provided by comparing the surrounding
verses with parallel descriptions provided in Revelation 6:12 through 11:19. First, this gathering of the harvest odbers afte
Great TribulationRev. 14:913). Imnediately after this harvest, those who remain on the earth (the grapes) are gathered and
thrown into the winepress of the wrath of G&tev. 14:1720; 15:1). Next, a great multitude of people who obtained victory over
the Beasare shown worshipping God before the throne in Heaven (Rew4}5This is describing the same scene shown in
Revelation 7:917 where a great multitude is shown who came out of the Great Tribulgimaily, events of the Wriatof God
are described following this great mglaRl)udeds appearanc

As mentioned eatrlier, it is extremely important to understand the difference between the events of the Great Taitzlilation
those of the Wrath of Godrailure to understand the differences can lead to three of the more common erroneous theories about
when the Raptureccurs. These three theories are sometimes cakegrétrib, mid-trib, and postrib rapturetheories.

These three raptutbeoriesappear to have their roots in a failure to correctly distinguish the difference between the Great
Tribulationand the Wrath of GadVhile the following explanations are ov&implified, they can help show how each theory can
be derived by mistakenly mixing the events of the Great TribulatmhWrath of God

Pre-Trib Rapture . This theory teaches that Christians will be raptured before the Great Tribuldt®following two
Scriptures are sometimes used to support this popular theory.

1 Thessalonians 5:9 (KJV) For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (KJV) And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from thevdeddsus, which
delivered us from thevrath to come.

The problem is a failure to distinguish the difference between the Great Tribw@atahe Wrath of Gadrhose who hold
this theory typically include the seven plaggeisthe Wrath of Gojlin with the Great TribulatianThen they reason that since we
are not destined for wrath, we must not be here during the Great Tribulat®true that Chrigans will not suffer the Wrath of
God However, the plaguesf the Wrath of Godre not part of the Great Tribulati¢gee pagé).

Mid -Trib Rapture . This theory teaches that Christians will go through the first half of the Great TribulBtiey will be
raptured to avoid what is taught as the more severe second half of the Great TribDReionthe total length of the Great
Tribulationis given as seven years with the Christians going through three afiéryears of it. Some people call the first 3%
years theTribulation and the last 3% yearsefsreat Tribulation

The problem in this theory is also caused by a failure to distinguish the difference between the Great Tabhdl#tien
Wrath of God In this case, the plague$the Wrath ofGodare included as the last half of the Great Tribulafidhis rapture
theory teaches that Christians will be taken out of the earth before the plagiigey will suffer some umal the BeastThis
theory is correct in its teaching that Christians will suffer under the Bé&stlso correct in teaching that Christians will not
suffer during the seven plagué¢towever, itis incorrect in claiming that the Great Tribulatisrseven years long and that the
seven plagueare part of the Great Tribulation
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PostTrib Rapture . This theory teaches that Christians will be raptured after all of toalkm Great Tribulatiors
completed. The events of the Great Tribulato Wrath of Godire incorredy lumped together and called the Great
Tribulation This theory is incorrect when it teaches that Christians will go through the seven mpiathe¥/rath of God(Note:
Many who consider themselves pesb also correctly believe in a peerath Rapture. This can be confusing at times.)

Each of these three incorrect theories about the rapgurée logically traced to a failure to distinguish the difference
betwesn the Great Tribulatioand Wrath of God(Even though there are probably other factors that contribute to the confusion.)
Therefore, it is vitally important that a clear distinction is made between the Grealafidtnand Wrath of God

So when does the Raptuwecur? The Rapturakes place after the Great Tribulatiout before the Wrath of God'his
teaching is sometimes called the=-Wrath Rapturdo prevent confusion between it and the Pia#h Rapturetheory. As
established in the early part of this chapter, the Rapdil4es place at the coming of dasThe coming of Jesuakes place
immediately after the Great Tribulatiamd before the Wrath of Gqdee page$6 and43). Therefore, the Rapturaust take
place after the Great Tribulati@md before the Wrath of God

Jesus will come to gather (rapture) Godo6aplepkewhatloeurradind t
the days of Noah (Mat. 24:38). Noah and his family in the ark rose above the waters of judgment. When the judgment was
compl et ed, Noah and his family returned tobtohe &Gaoadthlsd wr @
Rapture They will return to the eardadithesbeginning bfthe Milleanfuher t he |

When Jesus comes, it will also be like the days of Lot (Lk. 1296As soonaslto was safely outside
judgment rained down from heaven destroying Sodom and Gomorrah with all their inhabitants (Lk 17:29; G&28)1h12
similar manner, as soon as Christians aer ee arretnhodvse di nfhraobm tta
20; Rev. 15:18; Rev. 16:121).

Summary

Term Definition:
TheRaptureis a nonbiblical, but commonly used term that refers to the gathering of Christians from the earth when
Jesus comes.

Significance of the Rapture
The Rapturés very significant in that it marks the end of suffering for Christians during the Great Trib\{dgdn
24:2931; 2 Thes. 1:4.0). It also marks the end of mal life for Christians (1 Cor. 15:582). For the Beastnd non
Christians, the Raptumaarks the beginning of the judgment poured out on them during the Wrath RéedL4:14
20).

Source of the Rapture
Jesus is the one who sends His angels to gather the Christians (Mat32$:30

Length of the Rapture
The exact length of the Raptusenot given in Scripture. However, it appears to occur in a very short timrsblydsss
than a second (1 Cor 15:5P). However, its effects will last through eternity (1 Thes. 4'1H

Events Prior to the Rapture
The Raptureccurs at the coming of JequsThes. 4:181.7; 2 Thes2:1; 1:78; Mat. 24:3031; John 14:28). The
Rapturewill not occur until after there is a major falling away of believers (see Mat. 24:12; 1 TiR).4the Beasis
also revealed before the Raptui@Thes. 2:34). The Beasis exposed for who he is when he establishes the
Abomination of Desolatiofsee pag&). Therefore, the Raptukeill not occur until after the Abomination ofd3olation
Scriptures demonstrate that the Raptureurs between the Great Tribulatimmd Wrath of Godsee beginning of this
chapter and pagds$ and43).

Events of the Rapture
Dead Christians will be resurrected, and living Christians will be given new bodies at the Rapture (1 C&2)15:50
Both groups will rise up to meet Jesus in the clouds (1 Thesl1#)6

God During the Rapture:
Jesus will be very active as He returns to gather His Church (Mat.-34;2ev. 14:1416).
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Christians During the Rapture:
Christians are removed from the earth and taken to Heaven (i.e., hefdheane, Rev. 7:27; Mat. 24:2931). There
will be 144,000 people sealed to protect them from the plagdes Go d 6 s Wr-8. Agpardntiy ethese 144,00D
people will participate in the outpouring of the Wrath of GRév. 14:1,4,7; 19:135).

Satan During the Rapture
Scripture does not indicate what Satan is doing during the Rapture

BeastDuring the Rapture:
Scripture does not indicate what the Beastoing during the Rapture

Non-Christians During the Rapture:
When Jesus comes back to gather the Christians, His return will be as visible as the lightning that lights up the entire s
(Mat. 24:27). The notChristians will see Jesus and great fear will come upon them. They will seek to hide from the
anger of the Lord (Mat. 24:30; Rev. 6:1%).

Events Following the Rapture
Foll owing the removal of Godods pea@pTH7)fAsm M4,000pmopear t h,
from the twelve tribes of Israel are sealed to protect them from the plagues of the Wrath(BeGoi 18). After these
events, the seven plagusfsthe Wrath of Godre poured out on the Beastd those people who were not removed from
the earth (i.e., the ne@hristians, see pad®).

Scripture references for Rapture
Mat. 24:2331; Mat. 13:3643; Mat. 13:4750; Mat. 24:4251; Mat. 25:13; Mark 13:227; Mark 13:3233; Luke 17:22
24; Luke 21:2528; Luke 21:3435; Jn. 14:23; Acts 1:911; Rom. 8:11, 23; 1 Cor. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1556, Phil. 3:2621; 1
Thes. 4:1317; 1 Thes. 5B, 23; 2 Thes. 1:80; 2 Thes. 2:4, 8; Jas. 5:9; 2 Pet 3:4, 7, 103; 1 Jn. 2:28; Rev. 1:7;
Rev. 3:3; Rev. 6:1:A7; Rev. 7:917; Rev. 14:1£0; Rev. 15:14; Rev. 16:15; Isa. 27:123; Dan. 12:13; Joel 3:1316;
Zech. 14:45
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Chapter 9

The Wrath of God

Revelation 16:1 (NKJV) Then | heard a loud voice from the
temple saying to the seven ang
bowls of thewrathof Godon t he earth. o

There is a time coming when God will judge the world for rejecting His Son and for

sin. It will be a day of wrath and judgment. In the Bible, this time is descriptively calléiréitd of GodCol. 3:6; Rev. 14:40,
19; 15:1, 7; 16:1)ln some passages, it is called ey of the LordJoel 1:15; 2:411; 1 Thes. 5:B; see pag89in this book). It
wi || be a day of vengeance when Godoés paured duhupomihé darthbTéeree x p r
will be much physical pain and trouble for the inhabitants of earth at that time. Some have taught that the flag@® d 6 s w!
are part of the Great Tribulatiomhat is not the case according to the Bible (see fage

The seven plagues the Book of Revelation constitute the outpouring of the Wrath of@esd. 6:17; 11:18vith the
following references). Details of the seven plagaresfirst provided in Revelation 883, 9:221, and 11:18.9. The seven
plaguesare described a second time in Revelatiod-Pa:. Notice that the plaguase poured out by angels of God (Rev. 8:6,10;
11:15; 16: 1) . Revelation 16:1 says, iThen | heard &el oud
bowls of the wrathof Godn t he eart hdéscmThbed phaghesBook of Revelati ¢
upon a sinful world (Rev. 18:4, 8). Since the Great Tribulasatemonic persecution (under the directiothef Beastrather
than godly judgment, it should be clear that the seven plagies God 6s wr at h are not part of

Failure to recognize that the same seven plagteedescribed twice in the Book of Revelation can lead to confusion about
endtime events. Even though the plagaes described from slightly different view points, the two different descriptions for each
plague can be compared to see that both descriptions apply to the same event. There is only one set of seveut pheyuae
described twice in the Book of Revelation. (See @&g®r more informéion on the seven plague$the Wrath of Gog

Christians are not destined to suffer the Wrath of Gan. 5:9; 1 Thes. 5:9; Rev. 18:4). Through faith in Jesus, He has
delivered usrom the coming wrath (1 Thes. 119). Therefore, Christians will not suffer the Wrath of God

The Beastind norChristians will suffer terribly during the Wrath of G@dom. 1:18; 2:8; Eph5:3-7; Col. 3:56; Rev. 9:3
6; 16:911). Even though they refuse to repent, they will be forced to acknowledge that Jesus is the Lord of all (Réy. 9:20
16:9, 11; 11:13; Rom. 14:11; Phil. 2:1Q). Since no one repents during the Wrath of Gtodould appear that no one is saved
during the Wrathof God Act s 3: 19; 11:18) . Li ke t heisdtimead gunishrhentNnota tinfes d
of correction (Mat. 24:389; Gen. 6:83,13, 17; Gen. 7:1:24).

Summary

Term Definition:

TheWrath of Gods a scriptural term referring to a specific period of time when God will punish the @eh#tose

who worship him (Rev. 14:91).Thi s out pouring of Godds wr gReh8%WB;B:E t ak

21; 11:319; 15:221). The Wrath of Gots sometimes called tHaay of the LordJoel 1:15; 2:411; 1 Thes. 5:B).
Significance of the Wrath of God

The Wrath of Gods a time of punishment for the Beastd all those who worship him and take his mark during the

Great Tribulation(Rev. 14:911). The WrathofGod s Godés judgment wupon -$Eph5a&and

7; Col. 3:56).
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Source of the Wrath of God
The Wrath of Godtomes from God (Rom. 28; 2 Thes. 1:610; Rev. 15:67). It is performed by angels under His
command (Rev. 8:2; 11:1718; 15:68; 16:1).

Length of the Wrath of God:
The precise length of the Wrath of Gischot given in the Bible. One of the plaguasts five months (Rev. 9:5).
Therefore the Wrath of Gddsts at least five months.

Events Prior to the Wrath of God:
The Great Tribulatiowccurs before the Wrath of Gésee pagd0and the appendix beginning on pats.
Immediately after the Great Tribulati¢but before the Wrath of Gyaertain signs will occur in the sun, moon, and stars
(Mat. 24:29; Rev. 6:1-14; and pagé5). Also, Jesus will be seen by the people on earth as He returns to gather His
people (Mat. 24:27, 3@1; Rev. 6:1517).

Events of the Wrath of God:
The primary events associated with the Wrath of @mdthe seven plagupsured out in judgment upon the earth and
its inhabitants (Rev. 8:43; 9:1:21; 11:1519; 15:1; 16:121).

God During the Wrath of God:
Godds judgment and puni s h me ntpormtiode wholsegnairpon the earth afteiuthe a s
Rapture(Rev. 8:113; 9:121; 11:319; 15:221). God will be a shelter for His people (Joel-36).

Christians During the Wrath of God:
Most Christians will be in heaven during the Wrath of GRdv. 7:917; 15:14). There will be 144,000 people who are
sealedo protect them against the plag(Bev. 7:18; 14:15). These will participate in the outpouring of the Wrath of
Godor possibly will withess against the people of the earth by explaining the reason for the (Regudsl:14). Two
witnesses will also testify against the people during the Wrath of(Bed 11:313). The people of God will not suffer
the plaguesf the Wrath of GodRom. 5:9; 1 Thes. 5:9;:9-10; Joel 3:916; Rev. 7:23).

Satan During the Wrath of God:
The Bible does not descri be many.Sathn (tBeadtagdnifl gatherthe i vi t i
people of the earth atraggedon to fight against God during the Wrath of (Relv. 16:1314).

BeastDuring the Wrath of God:
The Beastill suffer severe punishment during the Wrath of GRdv. 1610-11). TheBeastvi | | ki |l I God®d
withesses between the sixth and seventh pla@®es 11:7). The BeasBatan, and the False Prophit gather the
people together at Armaggedon to fightiaghGod (Rev. 16:1-34).

Non-Christians During the Wrath of God:
Non-Christians will suffer punishment during the Wrath of GBom. 1:18; 2:5; Eph 5:37; Col. 3:56; Rev. 9:36;
16:911). They will blaspheme God €R. 16:9, 11, 21). They will refuse to repent for their evil (Rev.-22016:9, 11).
They will be forced to give God the glory due Him (Rev. 11:13; Rom. 14:11; Phik1Z)10

Events Following the Wrath of God
Satan will be bound fat000 years and the Millenniuwill begin (Rev. 20:14).

Scripture references for the Wrath of God
Mat. 24:3639; Luke 17:2230; Rom. 1:18; Rom. 2:9; Rom. 5:9; Rom. 14:11; Eph. 573 Col. 3:56; 1 Thes. 1:90; 1
Thes 5:1-9; 2 Thes. 1:610; Rev. 6:1217; Rev. 7:117; Rev. 8:113; Rev. 9:121; Rev. 11:119; Rev. 14:712, 1720;
Rev. 15:121; Rev. 16:121; Rev. 18:4, 8; Rev. 19:421; Joel 1:15; Joel 2:11, 2832; Joel 3:1216; Zech. 14:415; Isa.
2:10-21; Isa. 13:116; Isa. 24:123; Isa. 26:221; Isa. 63:16; Ezek. 7:127
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Chapter 10

Millennium

Revelation 20:4 (NKJV) And I saw thrones, and they sat on
them, and judgment was committed to them. Then | saw the
souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to
Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the
beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their
foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned
with Christ for a thousand years.

The Millenniumis a one thousand year period in which Jesus will reign over all the
earth from Jerusalem. After the Wrath ofd;&atan is bound by an angel of God and thrown into the bottomless pit. He will be
kept there during the Millennium to prevent him from deceiving the people on earth. The Milléariiigf0 years of peace and
godly rule that begins whe®atan is bound by the angel.

Apparently, some of the people who follow the Besifitlive through the battle of Armageddon (Rev. 16AP). These are
people who suffer the plaguesthe Wrath of Godbut are nokilled (Rev. 8:11; 9:4,15,18,20). (The Bible sometimes refers to
the people who do not belong to God asrthgons®) Ps. 10:1516; 59:5; Isa. 34:B; Rev. 11:18; 16:19; 18:3; 20:3%.

Apparently, these ne@hristians who live through th&'rath of Godwill be the ones who are required to go to Jerusalem each
year to worship the Lord and keep the Feast of Tabernacles (Zech.-1BJ: Itheir punishment for failure to perform this annual
duty is that they will suffer a plag and rain will be withheld from them.

The people of God will be resurrected (if dead) or changed (if alive) during the Rapture which occurs before the beginning
the Millennium(2 Thes. 4:15L7; Rev. 20:4; see pad®). They will always be with the Lord (1 Thes. 4:17). During the
Millennium, the people of God will reign with Jesus (Rev. 20:6).

Under the righteous rule of Jesus, the entire earth will experience a time of peace and prosperitythWittexeption of
Satan, people will not fight or deceive one another. For 1,000 years, conditions for mankind will eyédeahn will still
follow evil when the opportunity presents itself again.

At the end of the 1,000 year Millenniyr@atan will be loosed from his bonds for a short while. He will go out to deceive the
nations including Gog and Magog (Rev. 268J. These nationwill decide to rebel against Jesus and attempt an attack on
Jerusalem. This M/ not be much of a war since fire will come down from God and destroy them (Rev. 20:9). Satan will then be
thrown into the lake of firevhere he will be tormented forever (Rev. 20:10). He will never be allowed to deceive people again.
Immediately after Satan is thrown into the lake of, fibe first heaven (i.e., universe) and first earth will disappear and the Great
White Throne Judgmentill begin.

Summary

Term Definition:
Millenniumi s fAl1. a peri od dHe midlendumi theperisdairadhousandyeass.durig which
Christ will reign on earth. Rev. 2B7 .  The Random House College DictionaRevised, Unabridged Edition, 1980,
p. 848)

Significance of the Millenniun
The Millenniumwill be a time when Satan is prevented from deceiving man for one thousand years (R&y. A0the
end of the one thousand years, men will again follow Satan in attacking God's people (R8y. BBi§ shows that
unregenerate man turns to evil a first opportunity, even after 1,000 years of an ideal environment. Therefore, it is not
a personds environmentod itishebdllionmgaikst God (Ronm 1:20¢2832;aahn 3:180)n g s

Source of the Millennium
God will have Satan bound to prevent his interference with the millennial peace (Re®)20e%us and His people will
rule over all the earth and over all people (Zech 14:9.L6Rev. 20:4,6).

Length of the Millennium:
The Millenniumlasts one thousand years (Rev. 28)1

Events Prior to the Millennium:
The Wrath of Goand battle of Armaggedon will occur before the Millenni(Rev. 19:17; 16:121; also see pagt).
Just before the beginning of the Millenniputhe Beasand False Propheitill be thrown into the lake of firéRev.
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19:20). At the start of the MillenniunSatan will be bound by an angel of God and cast into the bottomless pit (Rev.
20:1-3).

Events of the Millennium:
Satan will be bound during the entire 1,000 years of the Millensuthat he cannot deceive people (Rev.-3):Zhe
people of God will reign with Jesus (Rev. 2@} Jerusalem will be safely inhabited (Zech. 1411). Those non
Christians who survive the Wrath of Gadll be required to go to Jesalem each year to worship Jesus and keep the
Feast of Tabernacles (Zech. 14:16). Any who fail to worship will not receive rain, and they will receive a plague from
the Lord (Zech. 14:1-19).

God During the Millennium:
Jesus will reign fsm Jerusalem and will withhold rain and send a plague upon those nalioriail to worship Him
yearly in Jerusalem (Zech 14:9;16).

Christians During the Millennium :
Christians will reign with Christ during the Millenmu(Rev. 20:4).

Satan During the Millennium:
Satan will be bound in the bottomless pit during the Millenn{Rev. 20:13).

BeastDuring the Millennium :
The Beasard the False Propheitill be in the lake of fireduring the Millennium(Rev. 19:20).

Non-Christians During the Millennium :
Non-Christians (i.e., the natiopsmust go to drusalem each year to worship Jesus and keep the Feast of Tabernacles. If
they fail to do so, they will not receive rain, and they will suffer from a plague (Zech.-18)1%hose noiChristians
who die before the start of the Millenniuill not be resurrected until after the Millenniusover (Rev. 20:5,113). (It
appears that no one obtains salvation during the Millennium.)

Events Following the Millennium:
At the end of the MillenniumSatan will be loosed from his bonds for a short time (Rev. 20:3,7). Satan will deceived
Gog, Magog, and the natioimgo attempting an attack against Jesus and His people in Jerusalem (R®). 20i8
attackers will be destroyed and Satah be cast into the lake of fir@Rev. 20:910). The present heaven (i.e., universe)
and earth will disappear and the Great White Throne Judgnikbegin (Rev. 20:115).

Scripture references for the Millennium:
Rev. 20:110; Zech. 14:611, 1621; Mic. 4:14
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Chapter 11

White Throne Judgment

Revelation 20:11-12 (NKJV) Then | saw a great white throne
and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them.

3 12 And | saw the dead, small and great, standing before
D ' God, and books were opened. And another book was
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were
judged according to their works, by the things which were
written in the books.

After the 1,000 year millennial reign of Jesus, Satan will be loosed to deceive Gog, Magog, and th€Reti&&78).
They will attempt an attack against Jesus and Jerusalem (Rev. 20:9ati&evtl be very short with fire coming down from
God to destroy them all. Satan will be thrown into the lake ofaftiere he will be tormented forever (Rev. 20:10). Immediately
after Satan is thrown into the lake of fithe present heaven (i.e., universe) and earth disappear. Then the Great White Throne
Judgmenbegins.

The Great White Throne Judgmestvhen those who do not belong to God are judged by their Waeks 20:1213). Each
per son {i%. thedhingsde did in life) will be examined. Since nobore warergkosl enough to save him, all will stand
condemned (Rom. 3:10, 20, 23). After each person clearly sees that hisaveoitkadequate to pay the price of his sin, the Book
of Life will be opened. The Bik of Lifer ecor ds all those persons who have accerjy
faith through the sacrifice of Jesus (Rom. 5:8; 3:28; 4:5;-10;4.3; Eph. 2:8 ) . I f a personds name i ¢
Life, his sin debt is paid in ful [(RomIBR2324) ¢28;2fCar.i522®1). Onythdses us 6
persons whose names are recorded in the Book otaifeenter the New JerusaléRev. 21:10, 27).

I f a personbds name i s ,notthatecnoeradnesd tihnatt hhee Bhoaosk foafi |Le df et
sin debt (John 12:48; Rom. 10:3). All those whose names aregwtled in the Book of Lifare thrown into the lake of fire
where Satan, the Beasind the False Prophate (Rev. 20:10,15). This is the second déRtv. 21:8).

The Great White Throne Judgmeésnot the same as the judgment seat of C{i§or. 5:910). The judgment seat of Christ
is an examination of Christians (Rom. 14118). The work that each Christian does on earth for Jesus will be judged with some
type of reward given as appropriate (1 Cor. 3118 ) . I f a Cjprave fauttyj he wildose hiw iewakd sbut he will not
lose his salvation (1 Cor. 3:416).

After the Great White Throne Judgmésntompleted, a new heaven and earth will be created (Rel).

Summary

Term Definition:
The Great White Throne Judgmesntvhen those who do not belong to Jesus will be judged to determine where they will
spend eternity (Rev. 20:415). God will judge the dead from a great white throne. Possibly, the white color of the throne
represents purity, justice, and righteousness.

Significance of the White Throne Judgment

This is when sin is finally and completely judged. Tt
sacrifice will have to pay the price themselves (Rom. 6:23; Rev. 20t1§probably significant that the judgment of
sinful man foll ows i mmedi at el y(Rea.20:1812). Sat ands judgment

Source of the White Throne Judgment
God is the judge at the Greathité Throne JudgmeiiRev. 20:1112).

Length of the White Throne Judgment
The length of the Great White Throne Judgmemiot given. It is possible that time will no longer function in the same
manner that we know it since the old heaven and earth will no longer exist (Rev. 20:1).
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Events Prior to the White Throne Judgment
Just prior to the Great White Throne Judgm&attan is judged for his sin and cast into the lake ofvirere he will be
tormented forever (Rev. 20:10). The heaven (i.e., the universe, stars, etc.) and earth will cease to exist (Rev. 20:11, 2 |
3:7,1013).

Events of the White Throne Judgment
The dead (spiritually) W be judged by their workéRev. 20:12). Those who are not recorded in the Book ofuliifebe
thrown into the lake of fir¢Rev. 20:15).

God During the White Throne Judgment
God will judge the dead according to their workie will also check to see if their names are written in the Book of Life
(Rev. 20:1215).

Christians During the White Throne Judgment
Christiansare not mentioned during the Great White Throne Judgmd®évelation chapter 20. It is possible that
Christians will participate in this judgment (1 Cor. @R

Saan During the White Throne Judgment
Satan will suffer torment in the lake of fideiring the Great White Throne JudgméRev. 20:10).

BeastDuring the White Throne Judgment
The Beasand the False Propheill suffer torment in the lake of firduring the Great White Throne Judgnt(Rev.
20:10).

Non-Christians During the White Throne Judgment
During the Great White Throne JudgmembnChristians (the dead, spiritually) will be judged by their wqiRev.
20:1213). Those whose names are not written in the Book ofuliifdoe thrown into the lke of firewhere the devil is
tormented (Rev. 20:15). This is the second déRdv. 21:8).

Events Following the White Throne Judgment
After the Great White Throne Judgmeatnew heaven (i.e., universe) and earth will be created (Rev. 21:1). The New
Jerusalenwill come down to the new earth from God (Rev. 21:2).

Scripture referencesfor the White Throne Judgment
Rev. 20:1115, 27; John 12:48; Acts 17:31; 1 Cor 6:23; Heb. 9:2728
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Chapter 12

New Heaven and Earth

Revelation 21:1 (NKJV) Now | saw a new heaven and a new
earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away. Also there was no more sea.

At the beginning of the Great White Throne doeent the heaven (i.e., the universe
including the stars) and earth will cease to exist (Rev. 20:11). According to Peter, this disappearance will take plgmsatvith
noise and fire (2 Pet. 3:10). The present heavens and earth will be worn out and no longer useful. As such, like a worn out
garment, they will be discarded (Heb. 112).

After the completion of the Great White Throne Judgmamew heaven and earth will be created (Rev. 21:1). The new earth
will be the location of the New Jerusalavhich will come down from God (Rev. 21:2). The New Jerusateatso called the
Bride of Christ(Rev. 21:2, 910). It is there that Jesus will forever dwell with His people (Rev. 21:3). All things will be made new
and there will be no more death, sorrow, crying, or cure®.(R1: 5,34; 22:3). This is the eternal home for all Christians. (See
page38 for additional information about replacing the present heavens and earth.)

Summary

Term Definition:
Heavenis the namehat God called thBrmament(expanse, i.e., space) where He placed the sun, moon, and stars (Gen.

1:6-8, 1418).
The termheavenn Revelation 20:11 and 21:1 refers to the universe including our atmosphere and the expanse that
containsthe stars. Accarchg t o Strongds Concordance, the GroaradoV wor

(ouraros, cf. Uranus). This word measisyand by extension meahgavenas the abode of God). In the KJV
translation, this Greek word is translatechaaver268 times, asir 10 times and asky5 times. For example, this
Greekword istranslatedagi n f. .. the birds of the air...o0o in Matt
and the stars will fall from it (Mat. 24:230).
Earthin Revelation 20:11 and 21:1 refers to the planet inhabited by mankind.
Significance of the New Heaven ané&arth:
The old heaven and earth will become old like a garment that is worn out and ready to be replaced R2§;1183:25
51:6; Heb 1:1612). The new heaven and earth will no longer suffer the curse of sin (Rev. 21:27; 22:3).
Source of the New Heaven anéarth:
The new heaven and earth come from God.
Length of the New Heaven and Earth:
The new heaven and earth will last for eternity (Rev. 22:5).
Events Prior to the New Heaven and Earth:
The Great White Throne Judgmeémmediately precedes the creation of the new heaven and earth (Rev130:11
21:1).
Events of the New Heaven and Earth:
A new heaven (universe) and earth are created to replace the old ones (Re\t.h2IN§w Jerusalemill come down
from God to the new earth (Rev. 21:2). God will dwell with His people (Rev. 21:3). There will be no more death, sorrow
or crying (Rev. 21:4). There will be no night in the new city since God willséitt (Rev. 21:225; 22:5).
God During the New Heaven and Earth:
God will live among His people in the New Jerusal@av. 21:34; 22:35). He will wipe away all tears and ensure that
there is no more death, sorrow or crying. God miike all things new (Rev. 21:5).
Christians During the New Heaven and Earth:
Christians will live forever with God in the new creation (Rev. 21:3, 4, 7, 27; Rev. 22:5). They will serve Him and see
His face (Rev. 22:3).
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Satan During the New Heaven andtarth:
Satan will suffer for eternity in the lake of fi(Rev. 20:10).
BeastDuring the New Heaven and Earth:
The Beasand the False Prophetll suffer for eternity in the lake of firéRev. 20:10).
Non-Christians During the New Heaven and Earth:
People who do not belong to God will be in the lake of(fitev. 20:15). This is the second de@®ev. 21:8).
Events Following the New Heave and Earth:
After the new heaven and earth are created, the New Jerusidlelmscend from God to the new earth (Rev. 21:2,10).
God will live among His people in the New Jerusalgtav. 21:34; 22:35).
Scripture references for the New Heaven and Earth:
Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33; Heb. 1:41P; 2 Pet. 3:7,143; Rev. 20:11; Rev. 21:27; Rev. 22:15; Gen. 1:68, 1418; Ps.
102:2526; Isa. 51:6; Isa. 65:175; Isa. 24:120
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Chapter 13

Miscellaneous Information

Psalms 119:130 (NKJV) The entrance of Your words gives
light; It gives understanding to the simple.

) )

This chapter provides informatian many questions and issues related totend

events. Some of the information provides answers to common questions about the End Times. Information is also provided on
some endime details that do not warrant a complete chapter. To locate desiredatifam, consult the index in the back of this
book or the topic list below.

Topic Page
The elect of Matthew 24...........ccocoi i 30
Will there be a Rapture? .........ccoevviiiiiiieec e 31
Is the Rapture secret and iNVisible? ...........cccceeiiiiiiic e, 31
Will only some Christians be raptured?.........cccccoevvvvennieeeiinnenn. 31
Is the Rapture shown in Revelation 4:1-67 ..........ccccevveeveennnenn. 31
When is the RApLUIE? .......cceeviiiiiii e 32
Clouds and the coming Of JESUS .......cccveveiiiieeiiiiie e 32
Will the temple be rebuilt?..........c.coooiiiiiii 32
Do faithful Christians go through the Great Tribulation? ............ 32
Will Christians be kept from the Great Tribulation?.................... 33
Persecution of Christians during the Great Tribulation............... 33
As a thief in the night ... 33
How long is the Great Tribulation?...........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeen, 34
The 70 weeks of Daniel ..o 35
The Beasto6s wouwnd..i.n..t.he..he.ada6
The Mark of the Beast (666) ............ceeeeiiiiiiiiiiieeieiiiiiieeee e 37
IsJ acob és the GreauTohulation? .............ccoeevveeeinnnen. 37
When is the Battle of Armageddon? ..........cccccceeeviivienniiee e 37

Whendo Gog and Magog fight..aga¥nst Godds peopl e?
Will heaven and earth be rejuvenated rather than replaced?..... 38

The parable of the wheat and tares ...........ccccccceeeeiiiiiiieeee e, 38
The 144,000 sealed in Revelation..............coeevieviiiiiiiieeeiiieeeeen, 39
The Day Of the LOrd ........ceveiiiiiiiiiieiee e 39
THE SEVEN SEAIS.......cvviiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiieieiieev e aeeeaaearaenes 39
The SeVEN PIAgUES..........eeiiiiiiiii e 40
The thrE€@ WOES ......eeeieieieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeevee e eeaneeaeeees 40
THE tWO WItNESSES ......vviviiiiiie ettt e e 40
Gospel preached to all the earth ............cccoooiiiiie 41

The electof Matthew 24

The termelectused in Matthew 24:281 refers ¢ thosechoserof God. The term is used in a similar sense today when
referring to someone asside-elect(or presidentelec). When used in this way, the term means the womelndserto be a
bride, but the wedding has not taken place. In a similaseséhose who atgorn again(i.e., Christians) constitute theide-elect
of Christ who is waiting for the marriage suppéthe Lamb (2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 19:9). TBadeis chosen and the wedding is
scheduled, but has not taken place. Therefore, Christiangecknicallythe brideelect (or elect) of Christ.

Romans 11:7 shows theliectrefers to the Church (Christians) and not just the national Jews. (Note: Boriagaiare
al so part of the elect.) This passage says, n. . .tTthosetwhowhi
were chosendlectioni n KJ V] obt ai nchaoderin this passageconieb feom the sarde Greekamtiie worcklect
in Matthew 24. Colossians 3:4113 shows that there is no distinction between Greek-Jeovi and Jew and that whborn
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again, they both are the chosegidctin KJV] of God. Jew and nedew are choserelectin KJV] by the sanctifying work of the
Spirit (1 Pet 1:12).

Will there be a Rapture?

Some teach there will be no raptire., catching away) of thehurch. They believe that the Lord will simply come to earth
and set up His kingdom without taking His people to Heav
in the air then immediately come back to earth with Him for the nrilkd kingdom without spending time in Heaven. Both of
these views are incorrect according to the following Scriptures.

First Thessalonians 4467 says, fAFor the Lord Himself wild]l descend
archangel, and witthe trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise fifdten we who are alivendremain shall be caught
up together with them in the c¢clouds to meet the Lorlahsin
that there willbe acatching upof the Church at the return of Christ.

The Church will spend some time in Heaven during the Wrath of Gad is shown in Revelation 787 where a great
multitude from every nation is shown before the throne of @ddeiaven. These are the people who have come out of the Great
Tribulation(Rev. 7:14). They will be in Heaven during the time when God pours out His wrath (judgment) upon the remaining
inhabitants of the earth as described in Reimachapters 8 and 9. These people apparently return to earth for the millennial
reign of Christ (Rev. 20:8).

Is the Rapture secret and invisible?

Some people teach thidne return of Jesus for the Church (i.e., the Raptilebe secret and invisible. This teaching says
that when Jesus takes the Christians out of the world, most people who remain will be puzzled about what happeneal to all thos
people wio disappeared. This opinion may arise partly from a misunderstanding of Hebrews 9:28. As translated in the King
James Version, the passage says, A...unto them that | ook
passage means Jesusuld only be visible to those who were ready for the RapReading this passage in most other
translations makes it obvious that this is not the proper understanding. For example, the New American Standard Bése transla
i t as stafse bavir@been offered once to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time for salvation without referet
to sin, to those who eagerly await Him. 0 This passifagge sh
for our sin. The next time He comes, He will not need to deliver us from our sin but will deliver (save) us out of this world and
from the soon coming Wrath of G@#l Thes. 1:10).

This passage in Hebrews 9:28 does not suggest a secreisdrénreturn of Jesus. This is obvious even in the King James

Version, once the context is understood. The complete ve
and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second tilheowitt si n unto salvation. o0 Whe
even the KJV fails to support an invisible returnn?of Jes

In Matthew 24 Jesus warns against claims that He will come Be@r®t23). He said that His return would be as visible as
the lightning which flashes from east to west across the sky (v&72@&ll the people on earth will see Him at His coming (Mat.
24:30; Rev. 1:7; Rev. 6:157). Another passage referring to tiethering of the Church says that Christians will be rescued from

afflictions when the Lord Jesus i sinfilaming firettakingeemdeande of thogem h e
who do not know -&pd. Jes ws (wih distostenathtlde,voicd of an. archangel, and with the trumpet

of God....0 (1 Thes. 4:16) . Jo hnevesyayedaill see HirBegem théydvho piefeed i s ¢
Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of imen s o, Amen. 0 ( Rev. 1:7). Th

of the Lord as a highly visible event.

Will only some Christians be raptured?

Scriptures describing the secormmingof Jesusio not support the partial raptutesory. Except for those under the altar
who have been martyred for the Lord, there is no suggestion of any persons permanently in Heaven befaterthiitude is
described in Revelation 7B7. This multitude consists of those who have conteof the Great TribulatiofRev. 7:14).

The partial rapturéheory typically claims certain Christians (i.e., thodeovare ready) will be raptured before the Great
Tribulationand others will be raptured after the Great Tribulatm understanding of the chronology of the End Times exposes
the error of this theory. (Ref¢o the earlier chapters and the appendix beginning on4&ifge additional information.)

Is the Rapture shown in Revelation 4:16?

This passage (Rev.46l) says, AAfter t hese tdiandngopen inhebvero And tthe firstvoicd b e
which | heardvasl i ke a trumpet speaking with me, saying, O0Come ur
afterhi s. &8 | mmedi ately | was in the Gmesat ton atnile btethrod Wle . a. t
that when John is tol d t beinddescribedCihenearewa pougiesofissues whiibéite thah e R a
this passage is not talking about the Raptdithe Church.

First, this was simply an invitation to the apostle John to see future events from a heavenly perspective. This ishghown at t
end of verse one. This is not an unusuay for God to give revelations to man. For example, Paul spoke of a man who was
caught up into Heaven and heard inexpressible words (2 CordLZiE explained that this had to do with visions and
revelations of the Lord (2 Cor. 12:1). Ezekiel alse s&sions of God when the heavens were opened (Ezek. 1:1). This passage is
simply what it claims to ki a time when John was taken up to Heaven to receive revelation abduheralents.
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If this had been the occasion of the raptfréhe Church, John should have seen a large group of other saints in Heaven who
had been raptured at the same time as he. Revelation chapters four and five give no suggestion of the large groupof saints w
should be in Heaven if the passage in Revelatior24téscribes the RapturBotice that the great multitude of saints does not
show up in Heaven until Revelation 719. This occurs just after the signs in heaven (which immediately precede the &apture
Mat. 24:2931,seepage5) and i mmedi ately before the outpouring of Go

When is the Rapture?

The Raptureccurs immediately after the Great Tribulatemd the signs in the sun, moon, and stars (Mat. 23129The
Rapturewill take place before the Wrath of Gf|dev. 7:9,1314; 8:17; 14:1420). Christians are destined to suffer tribulation
and persecution (1 The3.3-4; 2 Tim. 3:12). However, Jesus delivered Christians from the Wrath off&od. 5:9; 1 Thes.
1:10; 5:9). See padk8 for more information on the Rapture.

Clouds and the coming of Jesus

According to Revelation 1:7, Jesus will come with clouds. Some have thought that these clouds might refer to the Christian
gathered in the air during the Rare(1 Thes. 4:17; Heb. 12:1). However, it is more likely that the clouds in Revelation 1:7 are
literal clouds for the following reasons. Jesus was received into a physical cloud when He departed after His re@xttection
1:9-11). We are told that He will return in a similar manner. Jesus also sits on a cloud when He comes to gather the saints (Re\
14:1416; Mat. 24:30). Since this is just before the saints are raptured, they must not make up this cloud. At the Rapture
Christians rise up into the clouds in the air (1 Thes. 4:17). In Daniel, Jesus is shown coming with the clouds of heak:éB (Dan
14).

There may be a connection between the clouds of Revelation 1:7 and the glory of God. For examgeswsheas
transfigured, a bright cloud appeared (Mat. 17:5). When Solomon dedicated the temple, a cloud filled it and the priests could
continue to minister (1 Kg. 8:102). The Lord led the Israelites out of Egypt in a cloud (Ex. 2221Ex. 14:1920, 24; Ex.
16:10). The mountain where Moses received the ten commandments (Mt. Sinai) was covered with a cloud when the Lord was
there (Ex. 19:14.8).

Will the temple be rebuilt?

Since the Abmination of Desolatioincludes the forbidding of sacrifices, some teach that the temple in Jerusalem must be
rebuilt before the Great Tribulatideee pag for more informéion on the Abomination of DesolatipriThat may be true (see
Rev. 11:12). However, it may be possible for this prophecy to be fulfilled without the rebuilding of the temple.

There is no legitimate need for a physical téargs a place of sin sacrifice since the crucifixion of Jesus. Jesus made one
sacrifice for sins that does not need repeating in any form (Heb.-18)18ince He completely paid for sin, there is no longer an
offering or sacrifice for sin (Heb. 10:18, 2@ he old covenant with its sacrifices and ordinances has become obsolete and is
replaced by the new covenant in Jesus (Heb. 8:13; Heb11):8 a temple is built and sacrifices for sin are offered, it will be in
rebellion against the plan of God feailvation (Heb. 10:289; Gal. 4:2126; Gal. 5:16; Rom. 10:34).

The first possibility for fulfilling the prophecy about the Abomination of Desolatithout rebuilding the temple is that
sacrifices may be made in a diet location. For example, Jews made sacrifices in the Tabernacle at several locations long
before the temple was built by Solomon. The second possibility is that the forbidden sacrifices may be something other than
animal sacrifices. The Bible mentionssseal nonanimal sacrifices. For example, there is a sacrifice of thanksgiving and a
sacrifice of praise (Ps. 116:17; Heb 13:15). Things sent to support ministry work are also called sacrifices (Phil. 4:8).

The people of God are tihemple(1 Cor. 3:1617;1 Cor. 6:19; Eph. 2:222). There is no need for a physical temple.
However, that does not mean that one will not be built. It is important to be alert to various possible ways of fufilling th
Abomination of Desolation

Do faithful Christians go through the Great Tribulation ?
The following Scriptures show that faithful Christizare on earth during the Great Tribulation

Matthew 24:2322 5 ( NKJ V) AiFor t hen tsickeasbas motbedn sitice thegoegemirty ofthe i bul a
world until this time, no, nor ever shall i And unl ess those days were shortene
the electds sake t IR3fsTeh edna yisf wainlylo nbee ssshybse ttéom eydosut,! & Looro kg
not believet. 24 For f al se c¢ hr i s triseaadrslibw §reat sgres amu wangels ¢éotdeceive, iif possible,

even the elec5fi Se e , I have t ddtedlftiyeachosebh anésofirGedwmane dot goihg to be here, this

warning would not have been needed.

Daniel 11:313 4 ( NKJ V) shalla mustéredrby hérs and they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they

shall take away the daibacrifices,and placeherethe abomination of desolatioB2i Those who do wi cked
the covenant he shalbaupt with flattery; but the people who know their God shall be strong, and cargyeadt

exploits. 3iAnd t hose of the peopl e whfor manyddye they shallfall bysvioedladd i n st
flame, by captivity and plunderin4 i Nwowhen they fall, they shall be aided with a little help; but many shall join

with them by intrigue.

Al so dA. .. Here is t laret lpms e emlte lodepg htehes ad mmmandchmeret s of
patience of the saints is theafusal to worship the Beagt to take his mark (Rev. 14X2). These are activities that take place
during the Great TribulatiofRev. 13:1618). This shows that Christians will be on earth during the reign of thet Bémse
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Christians who go through the Great Tribulataoe notsecond clas€hristians who missed the Rapt8ee Rev. 7:47). (If
anything, these Christians seem to receive special recognition.)

Will Christians be keptfrom the Great Tribulation ?
Some people teach that Revelation 3:10 promises Christians that thagtvgt through the Great Tribulation

Revelation 3:10 (NKJV) fABecause you have kept My comma
which shall come upon the whole world, to test those wl

If this passage is talking about the Great Tribulatibe wordkeepdoes not necessarily mean that the Christians will be
removed. The same Greek word is used in a similar fashion in John 17:15. However, that passage cle#nigt shewsrd is
used to mean a protection from the trouble rather than a removal from the earth. The meaning of keep in these passages appe
be a protection in the midst of a problem.

John17:1115 ( NKJ V) ANow | am n o aréiothegmvertd, andr cométe Yow blalylFdther, b ut t

keepthrough Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be oneag\V¥8( NKJ V) i | do no
that You should take them out of the world, but that You shke#ghthem from the evil oneefnphasis adddd

In Revelation 3:10, the Greek words for trial (temptation in KJV) and test (try in KJV) refer to a testing in the sense of
determining the value or validity of something. Since the Great Tribulatibmake a sepatan between those people who
belong to God and those who do not, this passage could be promising protection from failing the test (M&3; 24T1rh.

1:12).

Persecution of Christians during the Great Tribulation

During the Great Tribulatiorthe Beaswvi | | per secute Goddés people. This shoul
is to kill, steal, and destroy (John 10:10). All through history, the people of God have been persecuted by the peaple who ar
following Satan. Jesus was persecutedtdagromised that those who follow Him will also be persecuted and hated (Mat.
10:22-26; 24:9; Luke 21:1:29; John 15:1&81). We are destined for tribulation (1 Thes.-8;3John 16:33). However, persecution
and tribulation c¢annroveaforssdRom.88%.e us from Christos

The Beastvi | | especially persecute and k(Ddnl7:21G25d8@4; 11p3@83p12:V;e du
Rev. 12:13, 17; 13:7; 20:4). He will receive authority to fight agfahristians and to prevail in some cases (Rev-8B:Many
Christians will oppose the Begflan. 11:3233; Rev. 11:31 1) . Apparently, the Beastods per
serve to purify them (Dan. 11:35; Rom. BtB

During the Great TribulationGod will provide some assistance to those of His people who are persecuted by ti{p&8east
11:34). This protection will include some kind of protection in the wilderness with some assistandedpbymthe earth (Rev.
12:1416; Mat. 24:162 0 ) . Christians can count on the Lor dé6&gPsk2z4).p, n

As a thief in the night
Jesus warneds that He will come as a thief in the night.

Revelation 16:15 (NKJV) fi B eidhe Who watches, and keeps s gargments destde t h i «
wal k naked and they see his shame. 0

Luke 12:354 0 ( NKJ V) fiLet y gaurlampsdursng36maend i yode dy amdsel ves be
wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to him
immediately.37f B | e aresthsk servants whom the master, when he comes, will firchimgt Assuredly, | say to

you that he will gird himself and have them sit dawreat,and will come and serve the@8fi And i f he shoul ¢
the second watch, or come in the third watch, andtfiethso, blessed are those serva8&fi But  k ntoawiftheh i s
master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be
brokeninto40i Ther ef ore you also be ready, for the Son of Man

Matthew 24:4251 (NKJ V) AwWatch therefore, for you 436 Bonot Kkoaowt Wh
that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his
house to be brokenintddi T h e r e f o rbereagyo far tha $os of Man is coming at an hour you do not eXject.

AWho then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his mas:
season26f B | e isthat sgrvant whom his master, when he comdkfimd so doing.47ff Assur edl vy, |l say
he will make him ruler over all hisgood88AaBut i f that evil servant says in hi
comi O ad d b e g histdlowtsayvartiseaad to eat and drink with therdiards50Ait he master of t
servant will come on a day when he is not lookinghfonand at an hour that he is not awarexdff and wi I | cut
two and appoinhim his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Thepri mary intent of these passages is to warn Godobs pec
like a thief in the night for those Christians who stay
Revelationr3 : 3 ( NKJ V) AfRemember therefore how you hihayoe recei

will not watch, | will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour | will come upon gmphasis
added






