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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

There are quite a few strange people running around with all kinds of theories about what will happen during the End Times. 

These people love to talk about end-time events with anyone who will listen. Since I wrote this book, some people will probably 

think I am just another one of those persons with an unnatural interest in weird prophecies and theories. Actually, I am a 

somewhat conservative Christian who has largely tended to avoid the more spectacular and controversial teachings in the Bible. 

After all, there is plenty to keep me busy learning to love others as Jesus loves me.  

As I have grown to love Jesus more, I have also grown to love and care for the people He died for (thatôs all of us).  As a 

result, I feel a responsibility and desire to share those things that I have learned in the hope that it will help others avoid the efforts 

of the enemy to deceive and destroy them and their loved ones.  

In 1974, the Lord confronted my erroneous beliefs about end-time events. He taught me some things from His word that 

made End Times much easier to understand. Over the years, I have compiled some of that information to share with others. 

Recently, I have felt a desire to organize as much of that information as possible into a resource book that may be helpful to 

others who love Jesus. 

The information in this book is compiled with four types of people in mind. For those people who desire only an overall view 

of the End Times, a chronological chart of end-time events is provided (see page 43). Charts and pictures are used in the book to 

help explain relationships between the various events (see pages 43 and 59). For those people who want general information on 

each of the end-time events, a general description of end-time events is provided at the beginning of most chapters. For people 

who want an end-time reference book that is easy and fast to use, an event summary is included at the end of many chapters, and a 

complete index is provided. Finally, for those who desire to study the End Times in detail, Scripture references are supplied 

throughout and detailed information on several topics is provided in the appendices. (Numbers used in word definitions refer to 

the Strongôs Concordance numbering system.) While the material in this book can be read straight through, it is primarily 

designed as a handy reference that provides easy and nearly complete access to end-time information. This book is divided into 

several major sections as follows. 

Introduction and General Information.  This section includes chapters one, two, and three. The information in these 

chapters provide background and other information that is helpful when studying end-time events. 

Major End -Time Events. This section includes chapters four through twelve. Each chapter in this section provides detailed 

information on one of the major aspects of the End Times. The chapters are placed in chronological order based on the material 

covered. 

Miscellaneous Information. This section (chapter thirteen) is a collection of information on various end-time issues. 

Specific details of some end-time issues and questions are explained in this chapter. The beginning of the chapter has a topical list 

(with page numbers) of the issues covered. The index can also be used to locate desired information. 

Preparing for the End Times. This chapter addresses some basic issues necessary for preparing for the possibly soon 

beginning of the End Times. 

Appendices. The appendices contain supporting details for several premises in this book. Page references are provided 

throughout the book directing you to these appendices where applicable. 

Index. The index is a combination of two types of indicesðconcordance and topical. The concordance index lists all 

occurrences of the word or phrase. The topical index lists locations of topics. These two types of indices are combined for ease of 

use. 
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The Importance of Understanding End Times 

Why is it important to understand end-time events? Probably the most significant indication of the importance of 

understanding end-time events is simply that they are included in the Bible. If God did not consider them important, they would 

not be included in the Bible. Second, Jesus told us to watch for certain events related to the End Times and the apostle Matthew 

cautioned us specifically to understand the prophecy concerning the Abomination of Desolation (Mat. 24:15-27). Finally, failure 

to correctly understand end-time events can cause a Christian to be shaken in mind or troubled unnecessarily (2 Thes. 2:2-5). 

Some have even had their faith overthrown by incorrect teachings concerning end-time events (2 Tim. 2:17-18). A proper 

understanding of end-time events seems to be important for effective Christian living and service. Fortunately, as explained in this 

book, end-time events are not nearly as difficult to understand as some people think. 

On the other hand, correct understanding of end-time events is not a requirement for salvation (Rom. 10:9-10). When the 

Lord returns for His people, He will gather them whether or not they think it is the correct time. If Godôs people go through the 

Great Tribulation, then He will go with them and comfort them (Heb. 13:5-6; 2 Cor. 1:3-4; Ps. 23:4). As God was encouraging 

and strengthening the early Christians under Roman persecution, he will also strengthen and encourage each of us in persecutions 

we may suffer for His name. 

Pieces to a Puzzle 

Descriptions of various end-time events are scattered throughout the Bible. These descriptions provide significant, but 

incomplete information if they are viewed individually. The effect is similar to that of a box full of puzzle pieces. Individually, 

they convey important, but incomplete information. When assembled in the proper order, the overall picture becomes very clear.  

Passages describing end-time events are similar to puzzle pieces scattered throughout the Bible. When an individual passage 

(i.e., piece of the puzzle) is studied, it is obviously important. However, it is sometimes difficult to understand how the pieces fit 

together.  

With picture puzzles, the manufacturer provides clues called interlocking pieces. These clues must be studied along with the 

picture on the puzzle piece to determine which piece connects to which other pieces. As more pieces are linked together, the 

overall picture becomes clear and it begins to get easier to put the remaining pieces in their proper location. The Bible 

descriptions of end-time events are similar to a puzzle in this sense. 

Too often, not enough end-time events are interlocked together to get a clear overall understanding of the End Times. That is 

part of the reason why there are so many theories about when Jesus will return to gather His people. Like the picture puzzle, as 

events are interlocked together it becomes easier to connect other pieces. As proper relationships between the individual pieces 

are established, the overall view becomes more clear. 

Like puzzle manufacturers, God provided some interlocking pieces for establishing relationships between individual end-time 

events. These interlocking pieces are certain events that serve as reference points to other events. These interlocking events 

provide the keys necessary for putting the individual parts of the end-time picture together correctly.  

As with assembling a puzzle, anyone who desires to understand End Times must concentrate first on putting the interlocking 

portions of the pieces together. These provide the information necessary to snap the pieces together in the proper order. After as 

many pieces as possible are snapped together, the overall picture is much clearer. This makes it easier to place the other pieces in 

their proper positions. So what are the interlocking parts that help make sense of end-time events? 

Interlocking Pieces in the End-Time Puzzle 

One of the more obvious and important interlocking pieces in the end-time puzzle involves certain signs in the sun, moon, 

and stars. According to Matthew 24:29-30, these signs occur immediately after the end of the Great Tribulation. In Isaiah 13:9-

13, these signs occur immediately prior  to the Wrath of God. In Revelation 6:12-17, these signs occur just before the 144,000 

are sealed, a great multitude appears before the throne of God, and the Wrath of God begins. Since the signs in the sun, moon, and 

stars signal the end of the Great Tribulation, any events following those same signs must also occur after the Great Tribulation. 

This means that the sealing of the 144,000, the appearance of the great multitude in Heaven, and the Wrath of God must all occur 

after the end of the Great Tribulation.  

The Great Tribulation precedes the signs in the sun, moon, and stars which occur before the Wrath of God. All events that are 

part of the Great Tribulation occur before the signs in the sun, moon, and stars. All events that are part of the Wrath of God occur 

after the signs in the sun, moon, and stars. Therefore, all events of the Great Tribulation must occur before any events of the 

Wrath of God. Unfortunately, some who teach about end-time events list the plagues of the Wrath of God as part of the Great 

Tribulation. This error has led to much confusion about the End Times. To clear this up, a definite distinction must be made 

between the events that occur during the Great Tribulation and those that occur during the Wrath of God. The following chapters 

in this book will cover each of these events in detail to help clarify the different events associated with each of the two time 

periods.  
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Events Are Not in Chronological Order 

When studying end-time events, it is essential to understand that the order in which events are described is not necessarily the 

order that they occur. Sometimes, certain events are described out of chronological sequence to emphasize or complete an 

important point. This is especially true in the Book of Revelation. For example, Revelation 11:7 describes the Beast killing the 

two witnesses. Revelation 13:1 describes the Beast when he first comes up out of the sea. If these passages were chronological, 

then the Beast killed the two witnesses before he comes up out of the sea. Apparently, the events recorded in Revelation 13:1 

must occur before those recorded in Revelation 11:7. (See page 43 for a chronological list of end-time events. Also refer to page 

57 for information on the chronological sequence of the chapters in the Book of Revelation.) 

Literal or Figurative? 

When studying end-time events, it is important to make a distinction between descriptions that appear to be literal and those 

that are obviously figurative. Literal prophecies will occur exactly as described. Figurative prophecies will also occur, but they 

may not be obvious on the surface. As a general guideline when studying end-time events, assume that all descriptions are literal 

unless the context insists upon a figurative understanding. 

It is also important to distinguish between two types of literal descriptions. The first type of literal event includes descriptions 

of what will be observable on earth. For example, the Abomination of Desolation (Mat. 24:14), the signs in the sun, moon, and 

stars (Mat. 24:29), and the construction of an image of the Beast (Rev. 13: 14-15) are all literal events. All of these will be 

observable from an earthly vantage point. 

The second type of literal event includes those that take place in the spiritual or heavenly realm. On the surface, these may 

appear to be symbolic since they describe strange events and creatures. Even though these are literal events, they will not 

necessarily be observed on earth exactly as described. Examples of these types of descriptions include the four creatures around 

the throne of God (Rev. 4:6-8) and the angels pouring out the bowls containing plagues (Rev. 15:6-8; 16:1). People on earth will 

not see the angels as they pour out the bowls, but they will see the results. 

Examples of descriptions that appear to be figurative include: the harlot (probably representing all false religion, Rev. 17:1-6) 

and the wine and winepress representing Godôs punishment of the ungodly during the Wrath of God (Rev. 14:9-10; 19:15). The 

exact interpretation of a figurative description is sometimes difficult to determine. 

The Beast will probably be a literal person (see page 13). In Daniel, the organization or kingdom from which he comes is also 

figuratively described as a beast (Dan. 7:7-11). In this description, the Beast (i.e., the Antichrist) is described figuratively as a 

little horn that is part of this beast kingdom. 

Problems develop when too many end-time events are thought to be symbolic. Problems also occur if all end-time 

descriptions are taken as literal. Generally, it is best to consider end-time descriptions as literal (either spiritual or observable on 

earth) unless the context definitely indicates that a figurative understanding is necessary.  

It is important to remain open to other possible interpretations of end-time descriptions. Many of these events may occur in 

several different ways while still meeting the prophetic requirements. Often, prophecy is used to show us when we reach a certain 

point rather than to inform us of what to expect next. For example, the Abomination of Desolation is used to signal that the Great 

Tribulation has started rather than providing much information about what will happen (Mat. 24:15, 21). In Danielôs day, these 

prophecies were sealed so that he could not understand them (Dan. 12:8-9) . However, as we get nearer to the time of the end, 

more will be opened to our understanding. 
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Using This Book to Study End Times 

Much of the information in the following chapters is presented in a consistent format to aid research and study of end-time 

events. A chapter will usually begin with an overall description of the covered event to aid in obtaining an overall understanding 

of the activity and significance of the event. Following the description, specific information related to the event is provided in the 

summary format shown below. This is most helpful when attempting to determine specific information about the event such as 

how long it lasts and what occurs prior to it. Several appendices are included in the back of this book to provide additional details 

on certain aspects of End Times for those who desire more details. Finally, an index is included for assistance in locating specific 

information. 

The information format used to summarize the chapters covering major end-time events is as follows. 

Summary 

Term Definition:  

Provides a definition of the term or event. 

Significance:  

Explains the major importance of this event. 

Source:  

Explains who is behind the event or the cause of it. 

Length:  

Explains the length of the event or period. 

Events Prior:  

Lists events immediately preceding this event or time period. 

Events:  

Explains the major events that take place as part of the event. 

God During:  

Lists Godôs activities during the event. 

Christians During:  

Lists the activities and conditions of Christians during this event. 

Satan During:  

Lists Satanôs activities during the event 

Beast During:  

Lists the Beastôs activities during the event. 

Non-Christians During:  

Lists activities and conditions of non-Christians during the event. 

Events Following:  

Lists events immediately following this event or time period. 

Scripture references:  

Bible passages related to this person, time, or event. 
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Chapter 2 

Sign Posts Along the Way 

 

Matthew 24:3 (NKJV)  Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, 
the disciples came to Him privately, saying, ñTell us, when 
will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your 
coming, and of the end of the age?ò 

 

 

 

In the Jewish Scriptures before the birth of Jesus (our Old Testament), there were many 

prophecies about the coming Messiah (i.e., Jesus, the Christ). Some of those prophecies 

described the Messiah as coming to rid the earth of those who do not serve God. These prophecies described a kingly Messiah 

who was coming to conquer and reign. Other prophecies of the Messiah described His death in payment for our sins. These 

prophecies described a servant Messiah who would suffer at the hands of men.  

Before the birth of Jesus, the Jewish people studied the messianic prophecies to understand what God would do. Many of 

these people often did not understand that the prophecies were talking about two separate comings of the Messiah. His first 

coming would be in a servant role to redeem man to God by suffering death on a cross (Isa. 52:13-15; 53:1-12). The second 

would be in a kingly  role as a conqueror of all evil and the deliverer of Godôs people (Jer. 23:5-6; Dan. 7:13-14). Unfortunately, 

many people only looked for the kingly Messiah who would deliver the Jewish people from the tyranny of Roman rule (Acts 1:6). 

Since the servant prophecies did not seem to fit this view of the Messiah, those prophecies were often ignored or misapplied. 

As a result, when Jesus came, the people thought that He was the kingly Messiah who would set up Godôs kingdom in 

Jerusalem. A few days before Passover, these people spread palm branches and clothes in the road to welcome their coming king 

(John 12:12-13). When Jesus failed to fulfill their understanding of the prophecies, these same people turned against Him, 

demanding His death (John 19:14-15). 

The Jewish people made a common mistake when it comes to biblical prophecy. They thought that the primary purpose of 

prophecy was to describe what would happen in the future. They also added too many assumptions based upon their limited 

understanding of the prophecies. Even though the prophecies were fulfilled (to that point) exactly as given, many of the Jewish 

people did not recognize it because they were not fulfilled the way they expected. We must be careful to not make a similar 

mistake when studying end-time prophecies. 

Throughout the Bible, God has provided many end-time prophecies for us. These prophecies serve two major purposes. First, 

when they come to pass, they assure us that God has everything under control (John 13:19; 14:29: 16:4). He is not surprised by 

the events taking place. 

The second major purpose of these prophecies is to show us where we are in Godôs plan. In this sense, prophecies are similar 

to city limit signs. When you reach the city limit sign for your destination, then you know where you are. Bible prophecies are not 

always intended to function as mileage signs. That is, they do not often tell us how far we have to go before we arrive. Instead, 

Bible prophecies often show us when we arrive  at certain points in history. 

For example, the Abomination of Desolation is a type of sign post that tells Christians when we are entering the Great 

Tribulation (Mat. 24:15,21). We will probably not know ahead of time when the Great Tribulation will start. However, when we 

see the Abomination of Desolation, we will know that the Great Tribulation has started. Therefore, the Gospel writer tells us that 

it is important to understand the prophecy about the Abomination of Desolation (Mat. 24:15). Besides serving to show us when 

we reach a certain point in history, this prophecy about the Abomination of Desolation also serves to assure us that God is not 

caught off guard by the works of the enemy. 

When studying end-time prophecies, avoid the temptation to be too specific about how the prophecies will be fulfilled. 

Primarily, seek to understand enough about the prophecies to recognize them when they come to pass. If you do that, you will be 

least likely to miss these important sign posts provided by God. 
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Chapter 3 

Tribulation or Wrath? 

1 Thessalonians 3:4 (NKJV)  For, in fact, we told you before 
when we were with you that we would suffer tribulation, just 
as it happened, and you know. 
1 Thessalonians 1:10 (NKJV)  and to wait for His Son from 
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who 
delivers us from the wrath to come. 

 

 

As mentioned in the first chapter, all events of the Great Tribulation occur before any 

events of the Wrath of God. Therefore, the first step necessary for understanding end-time events is to get a clear understanding of 

the difference between the Great Tribulation and Wrath of God. Unless this difference is clearly understood, it is virtually 

impossible to understand end-time events. Therefore, the purpose of this chapter is to provide an overview of the major 

differences between the Great Tribulation and the Wrath of God. (Each of those time periods are covered in detail in following 

chapters.) 

The Great Tribulation  

An important clue to remember when studying end-time events is that the Great Tribulation is demonic in origin. It includes 

the persecution and killing of many people by Satanôs emissaryðthe Beast. The Beast (also called the Antichrist) will reign 

during the Great Tribulation. He will demand worship and conquer many countries. The Great Tribulation will be a time of 

intense evil. The source of the Great Tribulation is Satan (Rev. 13:2-4). Satanôs purpose for the Great Tribulation is to kill, steal, 

and destroy (John 10:10). A major characteristic of the Great Tribulation is the deception of those who do not love the truth (2 

Thes. 2:9-12). 

The Wrath of God 

The Wrath of God is godly judgment against evil. This judgment takes the form of seven plagues poured out against the 

Beast and those who worship him. These seven plagues are administered by the angels of God. The purpose of the Wrath of God 

is to punish the Beast and his followers (Rev. 14:9-10). The major characteristic of the Wrath of God is severe punishment of 

those who do not belong to God. 

The Difference 

The Great Tribulation and the Wrath of God are two separate events coming from two different  sources for two different  

purposes. The Great Tribulation is a time of intense persecution. It is instigated by Satan through the Beast in an effort to deceive 

people and cause them to worship him instead of Jesus. The Wrath of God is a time of judgment which will be poured out upon 

the world by God. Its purpose is to punish the Beast and those who have taken his mark during the Great Tribulation. 

The differences between the Great Tribulation and Wrath of God have been summarized in this chapter. More details about 

each of these time periods are given in later chapters. 
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Chapter 4 

Abomination of Desolation 

 
Daniel 11:31 (NKJV)  ñAnd forces shall be mustered by him, 
and they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they shall 
take away the daily sacrifices, and place there the 
abomination of desolation. 
 

 

 

Understanding what the Bible says about the Abomination of Desolation is very 

important for understanding end-time events. According to Jesus, the Abomination of Desolation is the one event that will alert 

the people of God that the Great Tribulation has started.  

Matthew 24:15, 21 (NKJV)  ñTherefore when you see the óabomination of desolation,ô spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 

standing in the holy placeò (whoever reads, let him understand), 

21  ñFor then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor 

ever shall be. 

 All who read Matthew 24:15 are instructed to understand it. As explained in the Introduction  (page 1), certain events in the 

Bible are similar to interlocking puzzle pieces in that they provide important keys to the time relationship of other end-time events 

(also see page 47). The Abomination of Desolation is an important interlocking piece that marks the beginning of the Great 

Tribulation. 

According to the passage in Matthew, the Abomination of Desolation is an event that is prophesied in the Old Testament 

Book of Daniel which was written in the late sixth century B.C. Daniel prophesies the following about the Abomination of 

Desolation. 

Daniel 11:31 (NKJV)  ñAnd forces shall be mustered by him, and they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they shall 

take away the daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination of desolation. 

Daniel 8:9-14 (NKJV)  And out of one of them came a little horn which grew exceedingly great toward the south, toward 

the east, and toward the Glorious Land. 10 And it grew up to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and 

some of the stars to the ground, and trampled them. 11 He even exalted himself as high as the Prince of the host; and by 

him the daily sacrifices were taken away, and the place of His sanctuary was cast down. 12 Because of transgression, an 

army was given over to the horn to oppose the daily sacrifices; and he cast truth down to the ground. He did all this and 

prospered. 13 Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another holy one said to that certain one who was speaking, ñHow 

long will the vision be, concerning the daily sacrifices and the transgression of desolation, the giving of both the 

sanctuary and the host to be trampled under foot?ò 14 And he said to me, ñFor two thousand three hundred days; then the 

sanctuary shall be cleansed.ò 

Daniel 12:11 (NKJV)  ñAnd from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the abomination of desolation is set 

up, there shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety days. 

Two of these passages in Daniel tell how long the Great Tribulation will last. Daniel 12:11 states that there will be 1290 days 

after the Abomination of Desolation is set up. An extra 45 days are also mentioned that occur after the 1290, but their purpose is 

not explained (see Dan. 12:12).  In Daniel 8:14 the length of time when the sanctuary and the host (people of God) are going to be 

trampled is given as 2,300 days in several translations. The Hebrew actually says 2,300 evenings and mornings instead of days 

(see other translations and the marginal notes in the NKJV translation). This may be equivalent to 1,150 days since one morning 

plus one evening adds up to one day. (Refer to page 47 for more information on the length of the Great Tribulation.) It is also 

possible that this passage (Dan. 8:14) refers to 2,300 days in a time period other than the Great Tribulation. 

Since the Abomination of Desolation involves the holy place and the forced discontinuance of the daily sacrifices, the temple 

in Jerusalem may need to be rebuilt before this event takes place (Mat. 24:15; Dan. 11:31; 8:11). If such is the case, the Beast may 

be instrumental in the peace negotiations that open the way for the rebuilding the Jewish temple (Dan. 9:27). This would occur 

during a time when the Beastôs real nature is not as obvious. However, other ways of fulfilling this prophecy may be possible (see 

page 32). At this point, it is important to remain sensitive to the warnings of God and not miss the fulfillment of this prophecy, 

even if it takes place in a somewhat different manner than might be expected. 
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Summary 

Definitions: 

The Bible does not clearly define the Abomination of Desolation. Apparently, it is something that is abominable in the 

eyes of God. Possibly, it refers to the Beastôs claim to be God, and his demand for worship. It may refer to a pagan altar 

or the sacrifice of something unclean (such as a pig) in worship to a false god. Even though it is not clearly defined, the 

Abomination of Desolation should be readily identified by its associated events (see following). 

Events of the Abomination of Desolation: 

The Abomination of Desolation includes the Beastôs declaration that he is God, his demand for worship, and his 

stoppage of sacrifices to the true God. (see Dan. 8:11; 11:31, 36; 2 Thes. 2:3-4; Rev. 13:6, 7, 15). It will begin an intense 

time of persecution of Godôs people (Mat. 24:15-22). 

Significance of the Abomination of Desolation: 

Establishing the Abomination of Desolation will expose the Beast for who he is. It will also mark the beginning of the 

Great Tribulation (Mat. 24:15,21). 

Source of the Abomination of Desolation: 

The Abomination of Desolation is established by the Beast under the authority of Satanðthe dragon (see Rev. 13:2,4).  

Length of the Abomination of Desolation: 

The length of the result of the Abomination of Desolation is 3½ years since it is in effect during the Great Tribulation 

(see Daniel 12:11, and page 34). However, the actual length of the specific act that is called the Abomination of 

Desolation is not given. The establishment of the Abomination of Desolation probably takes place in a single day.  

Events Prior to the Abomination of Desolation: 

Prior to setting up the Abomination of Desolation, the Beast will be establishing his position of power, largely by 

deception and lies (see Dan. 8:9-10; 11:21-28). A period of relative peace may immediately precede the Abomination of 

Desolation.  

Events Following the Abomination of Desolation: 

The Great Tribulation immediately follows the Abomination of Desolation (Mat. 24:15, 21).  

God During the Abomination of Desolation: 

Godôs activity during the establishment of the Abomination of Desolation is not directly spelled out in Scripture. Surely 

He will be alerting Christians to the significance of the event and instructing them on the appropriate action to take (Mat. 

24:15-27).  

Christians During the Abomination of Desolation: 

Christians should recognize the Abomination of Desolation as the primary sign that Jesus gave signaling the beginning 

of the Great Tribulation. For more information on Christians during the Great Tribulation, see page 33. 

Satan During the Abomination of Desolation: 

Satan empowers and directs the Beast (Rev. 13:2,4; 2 Thes. 2:9). 

Beast During the Abomination of Desolation: 

The Beast establishes the Abomination of Desolation and begins persecuting those who serve God (Rev. 13:7). 

Non-Christians During the Abomination of Desolation: 

Non-Christians will be corrupted with the Beastôs flatteries and be deceived. They will join with him in his persecution 

of those who desire to serve the true God (Dan. 11:32; Rev. 13:14). These people will be awed by the power of the Beast 

and Satan, and they will worship both of them (Rev. 13:3-4).  

Scripture references for the Abomination of Desolation: 

Dan. 8:9-14, 17; Dan. 9:27; Dan. 11:21-36; Dan. 12:11; Mat. 24:15-27; Mark 13:14; 19;  2 Thes. 2:3-4, 9;  Rev. 13:2-7, 

11-15. 

 

 

Historical Background 
 

A possible partial fulfillment of Danielôs prophecy of the Abomination of Desolation was accomplished over 160 years 

before the birth of Jesus. Apparently, this was not a complete fulfillment since Jesus warned of a future Abomination of 

Desolation in Matthew 24:15. This earlier partial fulfillment of Danielôs prophecy is recorded in the apocryphal books of 1 and 2 

Maccabees. These two books record historical events during part of the time period between the writing of the last Old Testament 

book and the birth of Jesus. In their titles, Maccabee (meaning the Hamerer) was the name applied to a family of Jews who led 

the revolt against the Syrians. 

These apocryphal books and Josephus record a time in 167 B.C. when Antiochus IV (Epiphanes), king of Syria erected an 

idolatrous altar on Godôs altar in the temple in Jerusalem. He sacrificed a pig to Jupiter Olympus [Zeus] on his altar. This was an 

abomination to the Jews. Antiochus also forbade Jews to engage in sacrifices, rites, feasts, circumcision, and worship of any kind. 

This was apparently a partial fulfillment of Danielôs prophesied cessation of the sacrifices. 

The Jewish revolt began in 167 B.C., when a Jewish man sacrificed to Zeus under coercion by a Syrian officer. A priest 

named Mattathias witnessed the event. Mattathias killed both the Jew and the Syrian officer and called for all faithful Jews to 
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follow him. They fled to the hills outside Jerusalem. There, he and his sons organized for war against the Syrians. In 164 B.C., the 

armies under Mattathiasô sons swept over Jerusalem, defeated the Syrian army, and secured the city. The Syrian leaders were 

forced to repeal their ordinances against worship in Israel. The temple was formally cleansed in December of 164 B.C. The Jews 

celebrated the dedication for eight days. Since that time, the Festival of Dedication (also called the Festival of Lights and 

Hanukkah) is celebrated by Jews each year, usually in December. This event includes lighting of the menorah to commemorate 

the cleansing and dedication of the temple. According to Jesus, there will be a further fulfillment of the prophesied Abomination 

of Desolation that will take place in the last days (Mat. 24:15-21). 

 

Historical insights 
 

Certain insights from the partial fulfillment of this prophecy about the Abomination of Desolation may be helpful in seeking 

to understand the future complete fulfillment. For example, in 167 B.C., when the Jews fled to the surrounding hills, it was to 

organize for war, not to tremble in fear. Jerusalem became a stronghold of the enemy, so the people went to an area over which 

the enemy had less control. In a similar manner, when Jesus tells His disciples (now called Christians, Acts 11:26) to flee to the 

wilderness at the start of the Great Tribulation, it will be for purposes of consolidating forces and preparing for war against the 

Beast and his forces (Mat. 24:3, 15-21; Dan. 11:32-33). This does not necessarily mean that all Christians around the world will 

have to flee to the wilderness. 

The warfare that the Jews waged against the Syrians may be a parallel of the war that Christians will wage against the Beast 

during the Great Tribulation. It may also be significant that after about three years, the Jews under the Maccabees overcame the 

Syrians and proper worship was reestablished. This is a length of time similar to the 3½ years of the Great Tribulation.  
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Chapter 5 

The Great Tribulation 

Revelation 13:15-16 (NKJV)  He was granted power to give 
breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast 
should both speak and cause as many as would not worship 
the image of the beast to be killed. 16 He causes all, both small 
and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on 
their right hand or on their foreheads, 

 

 

In chapter 24 of Matthew, Jesus described the Great Tribulation. He said it will be a time of 

deception with false christs and false prophets (Mat. 24:4-5,11,23-24). It will also be a time when 

believers will be persecuted severely and hated (Mat. 24:9-11). Lawlessness will increase. As a result, many peopleôs love for the 

Lord will grow cold, leading them to fall away from the faith (Mat. 24:12-13). Satan will do his best to deceive people during the 

Great Tribulation and will empower the Beast to persecute and deceive people. There will be many false signs and wonders which 

will be used in an attempt to deceive the elect (i.e. Christiansðthe chosen ones of God, see page 30) (Mat. 24: 24).  

This time of great tribulation will be characterized by greatly increased demonic activity led by the one called the Antichrist 

or the Beast. The word antichrist is found in only four Scripture verses  and refers to one of many antichrists in the world (1 John 

2:18, 22; 4:3; and 2 John 7). It refers to an individual or spirit who is against Christ or one who denies the Father and the Son (1 

John 2:22).  

During the time of the Great Tribulation there will be one particular individual who will attempt to take the place of Jesus as 

King on this earth. This individual is called the man of lawlessness (2 Thes. 2:3-10) and the Beast (Rev. 13:1, 4, 12-14). As the 

antichrist of all antichrists, the Beast is the Antichrist. According to chapter 13 in Revelation, the Beast and his forces will be the 

major cause of persecution during the Great Tribulation (see page 13). The Great Tribulation will begin when the Beast sets up 

the Abomination of Desolation (see page 7). 

The important thing to understand is that the Great Tribulation is a time of intense persecution and trouble instigated by the 

Beast and his forces. The ultimate source of the trouble is Satan (Rev. 13:2, 4). A major purpose of the persecutions and trouble is 

to cause people to fall away from the Lord Jesus. (Rev. 13:4, 17). It will be an intensification of Satanôs continuing efforts to kill, 

steal, and destroy (Jn. 10:10). God is not the cause of any of the persecutions arising during the Great Tribulation. 

The Beast will be assisted by the False Prophet (see page 13). The False Prophet will make an image of the Beast (Rev. 

13:14). To deceive people into worshipping the Beast and his image, the False Prophet will perform signs and miracles and even 

cause the image to come to life. He will even be able to call down fire from heaven (i.e., the sky) (Rev. 13:13). This is something 

that Satanôs servants could not do in the past (1 Kings 18:22-29). Anyone who refuses to worship the Beast or his image will be 

killed (Rev. 13:15).  

Many people will be killed during the Great Tribulation. This includes some of those who belong to God (Dan. 11:32-35; 

Rev. 13:8). However, those who know God and understand what is going on will oppose the Beast and teach others the truth 

(Dan. 11:32-33). Some protection will be provided by God for at least some of His people (Dan. 11:34; Rev. 12: 6, 13-17). 

However, many will pay the ultimate price in their service to God (Dan. 11:35). Historically, Christianity is always purified and 

strengthened by persecution (Dan. 12:10). 

The reign of the Beast (and thus the length of the Great Tribulation) is limited to 3½ years. At the end of the Great 

Tribulation, the reign of the Beast wil l be brought to a sudden end by the return of Jesus (Mat. 24:29-31; 2 Thes. 2:8). At that 

time, Jesus will gather His people from the earth (i.e., the Rapture, Mat. 24:31). The Beast, False Prophet, and those who followed 

them will be left on the earth to suffer during the seven plagues of the Wrath of God that follow the Great Tribulation (see page 

22). 

As in the past, the intensity of persecution will probably vary with geographic areas. For example, during the first century, 

Christians in Rome suffered greater persecution than those in more remote areas. Persecution during the Great Tribulation will 

probably be the most severe in those locations most tightly controlled by the Beast. Persecution will probably be less severe in 

areas where the Beast has less control. Possibly that is why Jesus said to leave the cities (Mat. 24:15-21). 

It is also probable that the persecution will increase as the Great Tribulation progresses and the Beastôs influence spreads. 

Those Christians who are physically near the Abomination of Desolation when it is established will have to flee immediately 

(Mat. 24:15-16). Those who are in other parts of the world may have a little more time to react to the Beastôs actions. However, 
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intense persecution may begin immediately after the Abomination of Desolation in all regionsðso Christians must always be 

alert and ready to take necessary action. 

God will provide some form of supernatural protection for some of His people (Rev. 12:6,13-17; Dan. 11:34). This protection 

may be that described in Psalm 91. The length of the Great Tribulation has also been shortened for the benefit of Christians (Mat. 

24:21-22). However, not all of Godôs people are protected from the persecutions during the Great Tribulation (Rev. 12:17; 13:7). 

No matter what comes against you, be assured that nothing can separate you from the love of God that is in Jesus (Rom. 8:35-39; 

Heb. 13:5-6; Mat. 28:20). 

 

Summary 

Term Definition:  

The term great tribulation is used in only three Scriptures (Mat. 24:21, Rev. 2:22, and 7:14). In Matthew 24:21, Jesus 

warns that ñthere will be a great tribulation.ò In Revelation 2:22 there is a warning that those who commit fornication 

with ñJezebelò will be cast ñinto great tribulation.ò In Revelation 7:9-14 the great multitude from all nations  who are 

standing before the throne of God are those who have come ñout of the great tribulation.ò  

The Greek word for tribulation (Strongôs #2347 qliyiV, thlipsis) means pressure, either literally or figuratively. This 

word has been translated in various Bible passages as affliction, anguish, burdened, persecution, tribulation, and trouble. 

From the meaning of the word it is evident that the Great Tribulation will be a time of great persecution, affliction, and 

trouble. 

Significance of the Great Tribulation: 

The Great Tribulation is a time when Satan will do his worst to kill, steal, and destroy (John 10:10). For people of the 

world, it will seem to be a time of victory against God and against those who serve him. 

Source of the Great Tribulation: 

Satan is the source of the Great Tribulation. Primarily, he uses the Beast (the Antichrist) as his instrument of deception 

and destruction (Rev. 13:2-4). God is not the cause of the Great Tribulation. (However, God may release authority for 

Satan to do his worst in a similar manner to that described in Job 1:8-12 and 2:3-6. This may be alluded to in 2 

Thessalonians 2:6-8, Revelation 6:1-8, Revelation 13:5-8, Matthew 24:21-22, and Daniel 8:12-13.)  

Length of the Great Tribulation : 

The Great Tribulation lasts 3½ years. This 3½ year length is specified as 42 months, 1260 days, and as a time, times, and 

half a time (see page 34). 

Events Prior to the Great Tribulation: 

Immediately prior to the start of the Great Tribulation, the Abomination of Desolation will be set up (see page 7). Jesus 

instructs Christians that the Abomination of Desolation is the primary indication that the Great Tribulation has started 

(Mat. 24:15, 21). 

Events of the Great Tribulation: 

The Great Tribulation is primarily characterized by the reign of the Beast. It will be a time of intense persecution of all 

people, especially those who belong to God. All that is evil will be unleashed in one last dying effort to strike out at God 

and the people He loves. People cannot buy or sell in the Beast controlled markets without obtaining the mark of the 

Beast (i.e., 666, Rev. 13:16-18; see page 37). 

God During the Great Tribulation : 

God will send a strong delusion upon those that do not love the truth causing them to believe the lies of Satan and the 

Beast (2 Thes. 2:9-12). God will be caring for His people as always, even though many will be martyred for their faith 

(Dan. 11:33-35). He will provide a place of protection in the wilderness for those who heed Jesusô instructions to flee 

from the cities (Rev. 12:6, 13-16; Mat 24:15-21). At the end of the Great Tribulation, Jesus will return to cut off the 

persecutions by gathering His people from the earth (Mat. 24:21-22, 29-31; 2 Thes. 1:6-8; 2 Thes. 2:8). 

Christians During the Great Tribulation : 

The people who know their God will strongly oppose the Beast and do great exploits (Dan. 11:32). Some Christians will 

be killed during the Great Tribulation (Dan. 11:33-35). However, many will flee to the protection of the place in the 

wilderness that God has prepared for them (Rev. 12:6, 13-16). 

Satan During the Great Tribulation: 

Satan (the dragon) will give the Antichrist (the Beast) great authority during the Great Tribulation (Rev. 13:4-5).  

Beast During the Great Tribulation : 

The Beast will exalt himself and claim to be God (Dan. 11:36; 2 Thes. 2:4). He will blaspheme the true God (Rev. 13:6). 

He will also make war with the people of God (Rev. 13:7).  
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Non-Christians During the Great Tribulation : 

Non-Christians will be corrupted with the Beastôs flatteries and be deceived (Dan. 11:32; Rev. 13:14). They will join 

with him in his persecution of those who desire to serve the true God (Dan. 11:32; Rev. 13:14). These people will be 

awed by the power of the Beast and Satan and will worship both of them (Rev. 13:3-4). All people who do not belong to 

God will worship the Beast (Rev. 13:8). 

Events Following the Great Tribulation: 

At the end of the Great Tribulation, certain signs will be seen in the sun, moon, and stars. Jesus will return to gather the 

Christians (i.e., the Rapture) and the Wrath of God will be poured out on the Beast and those who served him. (See Mat. 

24:29-31 and Rev. 6:12-17.) 

Scripture references for the Great Tribulation: 

Mat. 24:4-5, 9-24, 29-31; Mark 13:14-20; 2 Thes. 2:3-12; 1 Jn. 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 Jn. 7; Rev. 7:14; Rev. 12:6, 13-17; Rev. 

13:1-18; Dan. 7:25; Dan. 8:11-14; Dan. 11:28-36; Dan. 12:6-7, 11-12 
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Chapter 6 

The Beast and False Prophet 

Revelation 13:1-2 (NKJV)  Then I stood on the sand of the 
sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having 
seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, 
and on his heads a blasphemous name. 2 Now the beast 
which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of 
a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon 
gave him his power, his throne, and great authority. 
 

The Beast and False Prophet are the two primary causes of persecution during the Great 

Tribulation (see page 10). The Beast is sometimes called the Antichrist. In the Book of Daniel, he is referred to as a little horn. 

The Beast is probably an individual, but he may be an organization or system. Daniel 7:7-11 describes a beastly kingdom in 

which several rulers are depicted as horns. One of these rulers (horns) excels the others and becomes the Beast. The False Prophet 

is an associate of the Beast. 

The Great Tribulation begins when the Beast establishes the Abomination of Desolation (see page 7). Prior to this time, the 

Beast will be advancing in position and power in preparation for his activities during the Great Tribulation. The Beastôs power 

and authority is granted to him by Satan (the dragon, Rev. 13:2-4). 

Until the Abomination of Desolation, the Beast may not be readily identified for who he is. One possible advance clue is that 

the Beast will suffer some kind of physical, political, or other fatal wound to the head (Rev. 13:3). This temporarily knocks the 

Beast out of commission according to Revelation 17:8, ñThe beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the 

bottomless pit ... the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.ò It seems that this wound occurs before the Great Tribulation.  

 When the Beast sets up the Abomination of Desolation, his identity and purpose will be exposed to those who heed the 

Gospel writerôs warning to understand Danielôs prophecy (Mat. 24:15). At that time he will blaspheme the true God and declare 

that he (the Beast) is God. He will intensely persecute and kill those who oppose him fulfilling the prophesied Great Tribulation. 

During the reign of the Beast during the Great Tribulation, the False Prophet will perform signs and wonders to deceive 

people (Rev. 13:13-14). He will also make an image of the Beast which he will bring to life. Those who refuse to worship the 

image of the Beast will be killed (Rev. 13:15). 

The False Prophet will also institute a special mark often called the mark of the Beast (Rev. 13:16-18). People will not be 

able to buy or sell in the economies controlled by the Beast without the identifying mark in their hand or forehead. Apparently, 

this mark is only given to those who are willing to worship the Beast or his image. All who take the mark will suffer severe 

punishment during the Wrath of God (Rev. 14:9-11, see page 22). 

Some Christians and possibly some non-Christian nations will oppose the Beast (Dan. 11:32-35). Some who oppose him will 

be killed. Many nations, including Israel and Egypt, will be conquered by the Beast. Some, including Edom, Moab, and the 

prominent people of Ammon, will escape his efforts (Dan. 11:41-43).  

The main purpose of the Beast will be the same as Satanôsðto kill, steal, and destroy (John 10:10). His rantings and ravings 

against the true God and Godôs people will be particularly intense during the majority of the Great Tribulation. 

For the entire 3½ years of the Great Tribulation, things will seem to go well for the Beast. Many will believe that the Beast 

and Satan are unconquerable (Rev. 13:3-4). Suddenly, his reign will be brought to an end by the coming of Jesus (2 Thes. 2:8). At 

that time, the people of God will be gathered from the earth and the people left behind (i.e., those who do not belong to God) will 

mourn because of the coming Wrath of God (Mat. 24:30-31; Rev. 6:15-17). 

During the Wrath of God, the Beast will suffer along with the other people on earth (Rev. 16:10-11). Between the sixth and 

seventh plagues, the Beast will attack and kill the two witnesses of God (Rev. 11:7-14). There will be much rejoicing over the 

death of the two witnesses. The people probably will think that the death of these two witnesses will bring an end to the severe 

plagues of Godôs wrath. Three and a half days after the two witnesses are killed, they will be brought back to life and called up to 

Heaven. 

Also prior to the last plague of the Wrath of God, the Beast will gather the people of the earth together at Armaggedon for 

battle against God (Rev. 16:14-21; 19:17-21; see page 37). Apparently, it will not be much of a battle. After this, the final plague 

of the Wrath of God will fall (Rev. 11:14-19; 16:13-21). The Beast and False Prophet will be thrown into the lake of fire where 

they will remain forever (Rev. 19:20). 
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Summary 

Term Definition:  

The Beast refers to the individual or government that is empowered by Satan during the Great Tribulation (Rev. 13:1-8). 

He is also called the Antichrist (1 John 2:18; 4:3), the little horn (Dan. 7:8; 8:9-11), the lawless one, and the son of 

perdition (2 Thes. 2:3,8). 

The False Prophet refers to an individual who assists the Beast, performs false signs, and demands that people worship 

an image he makes of the Beast (Rev. 13:11-17; 20:20). He is also called a beast and is demon possessed (Rev. 13:11; 

16:13-14). 

Significance of the Beast: 

The Beast is the earthly source of the persecutions and problems of the Great Tribulation. His activities will produce 

great problems for Godôs people on the earth. 

Source of the Beast: 

The Beast comes out of the bottomless pit (in the sea?) (Rev. 11:7; 13:1). His source of power is Satan (2 Thes. 2:9; Rev. 

13:2,4) through a demon that dwells in him (Rev. 16:13-14). 

Length of the Beastôs Activity: 

The Beast has authority to act with blasphemy for 42 months during the Great Tribulation (i.e., 3½ years, Rev. 13:5). 

The Beast is active before the beginning of the Great Tribulation as he maneuvers himself into a position of power and 

authority, but the total length of time is not specified (Dan. 11:21-31). He also suffers punishment after the Great 

Tribulation during the plagues of the Wrath of God (Rev. 16:10-11). Finally, the Beast and the False Prophet gather the 

people against Jesus for battle at Armageddon where they are defeated and cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 16:13-16; 

19:19-20). 

Events Prior to the Beastôs Activity: 

Since the Beastôs primary activity occurs during the Great Tribulation, all events that precede the Great Tribulation also 

precede his primary activity. Before the start of the Great Tribulation, the Beast will work to obtain a position of 

authority and power (Dan. 11:21-31). When the time is right, he will set up the Abomination of Desolation (see page 7). 

This is the primary identifying event for the Beast and the start of the Great Tribulation (Mat. 24:15, 21). 

Events Associated with the Beast: 

The Great Tribulation is primarily a result of the persecutions, blasphemies, and wars of the Beast. A few events are 

associated with him during the Wrath of God, but that is a time when he is suffering from the plagues of Godôs wrath 

rather than functioning from a position of power. 

God During the Beastôs Activity: 

God is not the source of the troubles during the Beastôs reign and the Great Tribulation. He will provide some assistance 

to those who are persecuted by the Beast during that time (Dan 11:33-34; Rev. 12:6, 13-16). Jesus will rescue His people 

from the Beast and bring an end to the Beastôs reign when He cuts the Great Tribulation short by gathering His people 

(Mat. 24:21-22, 29-31; 2 Thes. 1:6-8; 2:8).  

Christians During the Beastôs Activity: 

Christians will oppose the Beast and explain to many other people the meaning of certain end-time events (Dan. 11:32-

35). Christians will suffer the worst persecution that has ever been launched against Godôs people (Mat. 24:15-22, Dan. 

7:25; Rev 13:7). Some will lose their lives (Dan. 11:33-35; Rev. 13:7-8), yet many will find a place of protection 

provided by the Lord (Dan. 11:34; Rev. 12:6, 13-16). 

Satan During the Beastôs Activity:  

Satan is the primary source of power for the Beast (Rev. 13:2-4). 

Non-Christians During the Beastôs Activity: 

Some non-Christians will apparently falsely claim to be Christians in an attempt to join with the people of God (Dan 

11:34). Many people will worship Satan (the dragon) because of the great authority he gives the Beast (Rev. 13:4). They 

will be required to worship an image of the Beast and to take a mark in their hand or forehead (Rev. 13:15-18). Because 

of their lack of love for the truth they will be easily deceived by the Beast and False Prophet (2 The. 2:9-12; Rev. 13:14). 

The people of Edom, Moab, and Ammon will escape the attacks of the Beast (Dan. 11:41). 

Events Following the Beastôs Activity: 

Since the Beastôs primary activity occurs during the Great Tribulation, all events that follow the Great Tribulation also 

follow his primary activity. After the Great Tribulation, certain signs will be seen in the sun, moon, and stars (see page 

55) and Jesus will return to gather the church (see page 16). After those events, the Wrath of God will be poured out on 

the Beast and all who followed him (Rev. 14:9-11; 16:10). Eventually, the Beast and False Prophet will be thrown alive 

into the lake of fire (Rev. 19:20).  
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Scripture references for the Beast and the False Prophet: 

Mat 24:15, 21; 2 The. 2:1-12; 1 Jn. 2:18, 22; 1 Jn. 4:3; 2 John 1:7; Rev. 13:1-8, 11-18; Rev. 16:10-11; Rev. 17:3-14; 

Rev. 19:19-20; Rev. 20:20; Rev. 14:9-11; Rev. 11:7-14; Rev. 16:13-21; Dan. 7:7-8, 11, 19-27; Dan. 8:9-14,  23-26; Dan. 

11:21-45 



  The Coming of Jesus 16 

Chapter 7 

The Coming of Jesus 

 
Revelation 1:7 (NKJV)  Behold, He is coming with clouds, 
and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. 
And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. 
Even so, Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Jesus promised that He will come again for us (John 14:2-3). The first time that 

Jesus came, He was born as a child in Bethlehem (Mat. 2:1). After He died the death we deserved on a cross, He was raised from 

the dead and returned to the Father (1 Cor. 15:3-4; Jn. 14:28). Jesusô first coming was as a servant to die for mankind (Isa 52:13-

15; 53:1-12; Phil. 2:5-8; Rom. 5:8). When He comes again, it will be as King and Judge (Jer 23:5-6; Dan. 7:13-14; Rev. 19:11-

16).  

Sometimes, people call this return (as King and Judge) the second coming of Jesus. However, there is some confusion about 

what that term means. Some people use second coming to refer to the promised coming of Jesus when He gathers the Church (i.e., 

the Rapture). However, others use second coming to refer to the time when Jesus begins to reign on earth from Jerusalem during 

the Millennium. Apparently, they reason that this is when He actually comes to earth while the passages referring to the Rapture 

do not show Jesus coming all the way to the earth. (This is a questionable conclusion since Jesus comes to earth to wage war with 

the Beast and his armies during the Wrath of God at least five months before He begins His millennial reign, see Rev. 14:1; Rev. 

19:11-21; Rev. 20:1-4 and pages 22 and 24.) 

Some definitions of the second coming are obviously inaccurate. For example, according to The Random House College 

Dictionary (Revised Edition, 1980, p. 1188), Second Coming is defined as, ñthe coming of Christ on Judgment Day. Also called 

Second Advent.ò The Judgment Day is defined as, ñthe day of the Last Judgment; doomsday.ò From these definitions, the second 

coming of Jesus would take place at the Great White Throne Judgment (see page 26). That would place Jesusô second coming 

after the Millennium. This is not an acceptable definition since the Bible clearly shows that Jesus comes back long before the 

Great White Throne Judgment. 

Since the term second coming is not used in the Bible, there is no authoritative definition to clarify what this term means. 

However, since the Bible does say Jesus will come at the Rapture of the Church and this will technically be the second time He 

comes, it is probably more accurate to use the term second coming when referring to the coming of Jesus for His people. This will 

also be the time when he comes in judgment against the Beast and his followers (2 Thes. 1:6-10). However, to avoid potential 

confusion, I will refrain from using second coming in this book when referring to end-time events. 

Scripturally, the coming of Jesus precipitates several events. First, non-Christians will see Jesus and will mourn because of 

the coming punishment (Mat. 24:29-30; Rev. 6:12-17). Next, Jesus will gather His people from all the earth (Mat. 24:31; 1 Thes. 

4:13-17). Finally, Jesus will bring an end to the reign of the Beast and a beginning of punishment upon the Beast and those who 

worship him (2 Thes. 1:6-10; 2:8; Rev. 14:9-11; 14:14-20). This punishment is called the Wrath of God in the Bible (see page 

22). 

The coming of Jesus takes place immediately after the Great Tribulation (Mat. 24:21,29-30). This means that the Rapture will 

also take place immediately after the Great Tribulation (Mat. 24:31). The coming of Jesus also takes place before the Wrath of 

God (Rev. 14:14-20). 

When Jesus comes, He will bring Godôs judgment (i.e., wrath) on the people as in the days of Noah (Mat. 24:36-39). When 

the flood waters came, all who were outside Noahôs ark died (Gen. 7:21-23). Once the ark door was closed, all opportunity for 

salvation was lost to those outside. When Jesus comes, all opportunity for the salvation of those who do not belong to Him will be 

lost (Rev. 9:20-21; 16:9, 11). 
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Summary 

Term Definition:  

The Coming of Jesus refers to the time when Jesus comes to gather His people and begin the Wrath of God (Mat. 24:30-

31; Rev. 14:14-20; 1 Thes. 4:15-17, 2 Thes. 1:6-10). 

Significance of the Coming of Jesus: 

The coming of Jesus is very significant in that it marks the end of suffering for Christians during the Great Tribulation 

(Mat. 24:29-31; 2 Thes. 1:6-10). It also marks the end of mortal life for all Christians (1 Cor. 15:50-52). For the Beast 

and non-Christians, the coming of Jesus marks the end of their reign on earth and the beginning of the judgment poured 

out on them during the Wrath of God (2 Thes. 2:8; Rev. 14:17-20). 

Source of the Coming of Jesus: 

Jesus is the One who comes. 

Length of the Coming of Jesus: 

The exact length of the coming of Jesus is not given in Scripture. However, it appears to occur in a very short time, 

possibly less than a second (1 Cor 15:51-52). The results of His coming will last for eternity.  

Events Prior to the Coming of Jesus: 

The coming of Jesus (and the Rapture) will not occur until after there is a major falling away of believers (see Mat. 

24:12; 1 Tim. 4:1-3) and the Beast is revealed (2 Thes. 2:1-4). The Beast is revealed for who he is when he establishes 

the Abomination of Desolation (see page 7). Therefore, the Coming of Jesus will not occur until sometime after the 

Abomination of Desolation is established. Scriptures demonstrate that the coming of Jesus occurs after the 3½ year Great 

Tribulation and before the Wrath of God (see beginning of this chapter, the appendix beginning on page 43, and page 

34).  

Events of the Coming of Jesus: 

Christians will be raptured and the Wrath of God will begin when Jesus comes (Mat. 24:30-31; Rev. 14:14-20; 2 Thes. 

1:6-10). 

God During the Coming of Jesus: 

Jesus will be very active as He returns to gather His Church and punish the Beast and those who followed the Beast 

(Mat. 24:29-31; Rev. 14:14-20; 19:11-21). 

Christians During the Coming of Jesus: 

Christians are removed from the earth and taken to Heaven (i.e., before the throne, Rev. 7:9-17; Mat. 24:29-31). There 

will be 144,000 people sealed to protect them from the plagues of Godôs Wrath (Rev. 7:1-8). It appears that the 144,000 

participate in the outpouring of Godôs wrath against the Beast and his followers (Rev. 14:1-4; Rev. 19:14-15). 

Satan During the Coming of Jesus: 

Scripture does not indicate what Satan is doing during the coming of Jesus. 

Beast During the Coming of Jesus: 

Scripture does not indicate what the Beast is doing during the coming of Jesus. The coming of Jesus marks the beginning 

of Godôs judgment on the Beast (2 Thes. 1:6-9; 2:8; Rev. 14:7-11; Rev. 19:11-21). 

Non-Christians During the Coming of Jesus: 

When Jesus comes back to gather the Christians, His return will be as visible as the lightning that lights up the entire sky 

(Mat. 24:27). The non-Christians will see Jesus and great fear will come upon them. They will seek to hide from the 

anger of the Lord (Mat. 24: 30; Rev. 6:15-17). 

Events Following the Coming of Jesus: 

When Jesus comes, 144,000 people of God are sealed to protect them from the Wrath of God (Rev. 7:1-8). Christians are 

removed from the earth and appear before Godôs throne in Heaven (Mat. 24:30-31; Rev. 7:9-17). After these events, the 

seven plagues of the Wrath of God are poured out on the Beast and those people who were not removed from the earth 

(i.e., the non-Christians) (Rev. 8:1 through 11:19). 

Scripture references for Coming of Jesus: 

Mat. 24:12, 23-31; Mat. 13:36-43; Mat. 13:47-50; Mat. 16:27; Mat. 24:36-51; Mat. 25:13, 31; Mat. 26:64; Mark 13:21-

27; Mark 13:32-33; Mark 14:62; Luke 9:25; Luke 17:22-37; Luke 21:25-28; Luke 21:34-35; Jn. 14:2-3, 18, 28; Acts 1:9-

11; Rom. 8:11, 23; 1 Cor. 1:7; 1 Cor. 15:23, 50-56; Col. 3:4; 1 Thes. 1:9-10; 1 Thes. 3:13; 1 Thes. 4:13-17; 1 Thes. 5:1-

9, 23;  2 Thes. 1:6-10; 2 Thes. 2:1-4, 8; 1 Tim. 4:1-3; Heb. 9:28; Jas. 5:4; 1 Pet. 5:4; 2 Pet 1:16; 2 Pet 3:4, 7, 10-13; 1 Jn. 

2:28; Jude 14-15; Rev. 1:7; Rev. 3:3, 11; Rev. 6:12-17; Rev. 14:9-11,  14-20; Rev. 16:15; Rev. 19:11-21; Rev. 22:12, 20; 

Job 19:25; Isa. 27:12-13; Dan. 12:1-3; Joel 3:13-16; Zech. 14:4-5 
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Chapter 8 

The Rapture 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (NKJV)  For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the 
Lord. 
 

In several passages, the Bible describes a time when Jesus will gather the people of God 

and remove them from the earth. This gathering is sometimes called the Rapture of the Church. Rapture is not a biblical term, 

therefore it is important that people clearly understand what is meant by the term. In this book, Rapture is used to refer to the 

gathering of Godôs people when Jesus comes (Mat. 24:29-31; 1 Cor. 15:51-56; 1 Thes. 4:14-17).  

It seems that one of the most frequently asked questions concerning End Times is, ñWhen does the Rapture occur?ò The 

following Scriptures show that the Rapture occurs when Jesus comes (see also  1 Cor. 1:7; 1 Thes. 5:23; James 5:7-9; and 1 John 

2:28). [Emphasis added to the following passages.] 

1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 (NKJV)  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain 

until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend 

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise 

first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 

air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

2 Thessalonians 2:1 (NKJV)  Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 

together to Him, ... 

Matthew 24:30-31 (NKJV)  ñThen the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth 

will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 ñAnd He 

will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather  together His elect from the four winds, from 

one end of heaven to the other. 

2 Thessalonians 1:7-8 (NKJV)  and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 

heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who 

do not obey the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

John 14:2-3 (NKJV)  ñIn My Fatherôs house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare 

a place for you. 3 ñAnd if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I 

am, there you may be also. 

This coming of the Lord is His promised return (John 14:3). Since the promise was given after His first coming to earth as a 

child born in Bethlehem, this coming of Jesus will be His second time. Therefore, some people refer to this as the Second Coming 

of Jesus. However, other people call the start of Jesusô millennial reign His second coming. (The Millennium occurs at least five 

months after Jesus comes, see page 24.) Some theories about the End Times incorrectly teach that the gathering of Christians (i.e., 

the Rapture) will occur sometime before (typically 3½ or 7 years before) the second coming of Jesus. However, as shown in the 

Scriptures quoted above, the Rapture takes place at the coming of Jesus (which is technically His second coming). The Bible does 

not use the term second coming. For more information on the coming of Jesus, see page 16. 

Matthew 24:23-31 says that the coming of Jesus and the gathering of His people (the elect) will take place immediately after 

the Great Tribulation. (See page 30 for information about the elect.) It is extremely important to understand the difference 

between the Great Tribulation and the Wrath of God before attempting to understand the correct timing for the Rapture (see page 

6). Much of the confusion about whether the Rapture occurs before, after, or in the middle of the Great Tribulation stems from 

confusion about which events occur as part of the Great Tribulation. It is also important to understand that the Rapture takes place 

when Jesus comes to judge the earth.   

The Rapture is described in several passages in the Bible. Probably the most familiar to Christians is that in 1 Thessalonians 

4:15-17 (quoted above). This passage explains that when Jesus comes, those Christians who have died (those who are asleep in 

Jesus) will be resurrected and rise first to meet the Lord. Then those Christians who are still alive will rise up to join the others 

and Jesus in the clouds. (According to Acts 1:9-11, these are probably literal clouds.) This passage also shows that the coming of 
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Jesus will be a very dramatic event with a shout, the voice of the archangel and the trumpet of God. Matthew 24 also describes the 

Rapture of the Church as follows.  

Matthew 24:29-31 (NKJV)  ñImmediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 

not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 ñThen the sign of the 

Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 

coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 ñAnd He will send His angels with a great sound of a 

trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

This passage clearly explains that the Rapture will occur immediately after the Great Tribulation (compare verse 21 with 29). 

The Rapture also occurs after certain signs in the sun, moon, and stars (vs. 29). Jesus will come on the clouds of heaven and send 

His angels to gather His people from all the earth (vv. 30-31). Christians will rise into the air (i.e., the heaven) and then be 

gathered. 

Another description of the signs in the sun, moon, and stars is provided in Revelation 6:12-14. Soon after these signs occur, a 

very large number of people appear before the throne of God (Rev. 7:9-10). These people went through the Great Tribulation 

(Rev. 7:14). This passage in Revelation shows that the Rapture occurs after the Great Tribulation, but before the Wrath of God 

(see Rev. 6:17, chapter 8 and following passages). Christians will be in Heaven (before the throne of God) during the plagues of 

the Wrath of God. (Some people teach that Christians do not go to Heaven at the Rapture. Instead, when they meet the Lord in the 

air, the Lord and the Christians return to reign on earth. This passage in Revelation 7:9-14 shows that this teaching is incorrect 

since people are in Heaven after the Rapture.) Following is another passage that describes the Rapture or gathering of the Church. 

Revelation 14:14-16 (NKJV)  Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, 

having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying 

with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, ñThrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, 

for the harvest of the earth is ripe.ò 16 So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was 

reaped. 

This passage describes Jesus (ñone like the Son of Manò) sitting on a cloud wearing a golden crown and carrying a sharp 

sickle. The harvest is ripe indicating that it is time to gather the people of God from the earth. This reaping or gathering (the 

Rapture) is described using the illustration of a harvester (Jesus) who uses a sickle to gather the grain (the people who belong to 

God). 

Evidence that this passage is describing the Rapture rather than some other event is provided by comparing the surrounding 

verses with parallel descriptions provided in Revelation 6:12 through 11:19. First, this gathering of the harvest occurs after the 

Great Tribulation (Rev. 14:9-13). Immediately after this harvest, those who remain on the earth (the grapes) are gathered and 

thrown into the winepress of the wrath of God (Rev. 14:17-20; 15:1). Next, a great multitude of people who obtained victory over 

the Beast are shown worshipping God before the throne in Heaven (Rev. 15:2-4). This is describing the same scene shown in 

Revelation 7:9-17 where a great multitude is shown who came out of the Great Tribulation. Finally, events of the Wrath of God 

are described following this great multitudeôs appearance before the throne (Rev. 15:1, 5-8, 16:1-21).  

  As mentioned earlier, it is extremely important to understand the difference between the events of the Great Tribulation and 

those of the Wrath of God. Failure to understand the differences can lead to three of the more common erroneous theories about 

when the Rapture occurs. These three theories are sometimes called the pre-trib, mid-trib, and post-trib rapture theories.  

These three rapture theories appear to have their roots in a failure to correctly distinguish the difference between the Great 

Tribulation and the Wrath of God. While the following explanations are over-simplified, they can help show how each theory can 

be derived by mistakenly mixing the events of the Great Tribulation and Wrath of God. 

Pre-Trib Rapture . This theory teaches that Christians will be raptured before the Great Tribulation. The following two 

Scriptures are sometimes used to support this popular theory. 

1 Thessalonians 5:9 (KJV)  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 

1 Thessalonians 1:10 (KJV)  And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which 

delivered us from the wrath to come. 

The problem is a failure to distinguish the difference between the Great Tribulation and the Wrath of God. Those who hold 

this theory typically include the seven plagues (of the Wrath of God) in with the Great Tribulation. Then they reason that since we 

are not destined for wrath, we must not be here during the Great Tribulation. It is true that Christians will not suffer the Wrath of 

God. However, the plagues of the Wrath of God are not part of the Great Tribulation (see page 6). 

Mid -Trib Rapture . This theory teaches that Christians will go through the first half of the Great Tribulation. They will be 

raptured to avoid what is taught as the more severe second half of the Great Tribulation. Often, the total length of the Great 

Tribulation is given as seven years with the Christians going through three and one-half years of it. Some people call the first 3½ 

years the Tribulation and the last 3½ years the Great Tribulation. 

The problem in this theory is also caused by a failure to distinguish the difference between the Great Tribulation and the 

Wrath of God. In this case, the plagues of the Wrath of God are included as the last half of the Great Tribulation. This rapture 

theory teaches that Christians will be taken out of the earth before the plagues, but they will suffer some under the Beast. This 

theory is correct in its teaching that Christians will suffer under the Beast. It is also correct in teaching that Christians will not 

suffer during the seven plagues. However, it is incorrect in claiming that the Great Tribulation is seven years long and that the 

seven plagues are part of the Great Tribulation. 
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Post-Trib Rapture . This theory teaches that Christians will be raptured after all of the so-called Great Tribulation is 

completed. The events of the Great Tribulation and Wrath of God are incorrectly lumped together and called the Great 

Tribulation. This theory is incorrect when it teaches that Christians will go through the seven plagues of the Wrath of God. (Note: 

Many who consider themselves post-trib also correctly believe in a pre-wrath Rapture. This can be confusing at times.)  

Each of these three incorrect theories about the rapture can be logically traced to a failure to distinguish the difference 

between the Great Tribulation and Wrath of God. (Even though there are probably other factors that contribute to the confusion.) 

Therefore, it is vitally important that a clear distinction is made between the Great Tribulation and Wrath of God. 

So when does the Rapture occur? The Rapture takes place after the Great Tribulation but before the Wrath of God. This 

teaching is sometimes called the Pre-Wrath Rapture to prevent confusion between it and the Post-Trib Rapture theory. As 

established in the early part of this chapter, the Rapture takes place at the coming of Jesus. The coming of Jesus takes place 

immediately after the Great Tribulation and before the Wrath of God (see pages 16 and 43). Therefore, the Rapture must take 

place after the Great Tribulation and before the Wrath of God. 

Jesus will come to gather (rapture) Godôs people and to bring judgment (i.e., wrath) on the other people like what occurred in 

the days of Noah (Mat. 24:36-39). Noah and his family in the ark rose above the waters of judgment. When the judgment was 

completed, Noah and his family returned to the earthôs surface. In a similar manner, Christians will rise above Godôs wrath in the 

Rapture. They will return to the earthôs surface after the judgment is completedðat the beginning of the Millennium. 

When Jesus comes, it will also be like the days of Lot (Lk. 17:26-29). As soon as Lot was safely outside the city, Godôs 

judgment rained down from heaven destroying Sodom and Gomorrah with all their inhabitants (Lk 17:29; Gen. 19:12-29). In a 

similar manner, as soon as Christians are removed from the earth, Godôs wrath will fall on all the earthôs inhabitants (Rev. 14:14-

20; Rev. 15:1-8; Rev. 16:1-21). 

Summary 

Term Definition:  

The Rapture is a non-biblical, but commonly used term that refers to the gathering of Christians from the earth when 

Jesus comes. 

Significance of the Rapture: 

The Rapture is very significant in that it marks the end of suffering for Christians during the Great Tribulation (Mat. 

24:29-31; 2 Thes. 1:6-10). It also marks the end of mortal life for Christians (1 Cor. 15:50-52). For the Beast and non-

Christians, the Rapture marks the beginning of the judgment poured out on them during the Wrath of God (Rev. 14:14-

20). 

Source of the Rapture: 

Jesus is the one who sends His angels to gather the Christians (Mat. 24:30-31). 

Length of the Rapture: 

The exact length of the Rapture is not given in Scripture. However, it appears to occur in a very short time, possibly less 

than a second (1 Cor 15:51-52). However, its effects will last through eternity (1 Thes. 4:16-17). 

Events Prior to the Rapture: 

The Rapture occurs at the coming of Jesus (1 Thes. 4:15-17; 2 Thes. 2:1; 1:7-8; Mat. 24:30-31; John 14:2-3). The 

Rapture will not occur until after there is a major falling away of believers (see Mat. 24:12; 1 Tim. 4:1-3). The Beast is 

also revealed before the Rapture  (2 Thes. 2:1-4). The Beast is exposed for who he is when he establishes the 

Abomination of Desolation (see page 7). Therefore, the Rapture will not occur until after the Abomination of Desolation. 

Scriptures demonstrate that the Rapture occurs between the Great Tribulation and Wrath of God (see beginning of this 

chapter and pages 16 and 43).  

Events of the Rapture: 

Dead Christians will be resurrected, and living Christians will be given new bodies at the Rapture (1 Cor. 15:50-52). 

Both groups will rise up to meet Jesus in the clouds (1 Thes. 4:16-17). 

God During the Rapture: 

Jesus will be very active as He returns to gather His Church (Mat. 24:29-31; Rev. 14:14-16). 
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Christians During the Rapture: 

Christians are removed from the earth and taken to Heaven (i.e., before the throne, Rev. 7:9-17; Mat. 24:29-31). There 

will be 144,000 people sealed to protect them from the plagues of Godôs Wrath (Rev. 7:1-8). Apparently, these 144,000 

people will participate in the outpouring of the Wrath of God (Rev. 14:1,4,7; 19:13-15). 

Satan During the Rapture: 

Scripture does not indicate what Satan is doing during the Rapture.  

Beast During the Rapture: 

Scripture does not indicate what the Beast is doing during the Rapture. 

Non-Christians During the Rapture: 

When Jesus comes back to gather the Christians, His return will be as visible as the lightning that lights up the entire sky 

(Mat. 24:27). The non-Christians will see Jesus and great fear will come upon them. They will seek to hide from the 

anger of the Lord (Mat. 24:30; Rev. 6:15-17). 

Events Following the Rapture: 

Following the removal of Godôs people from the earth, they show up in Heaven (Rev. 7:9-17). Also, 144,000 people 

from the twelve tribes of Israel are sealed to protect them from the plagues of the Wrath of God (Rev. 7:1-8). After these 

events, the seven plagues of the Wrath of God are poured out on the Beast and those people who were not removed from 

the earth (i.e., the non-Christians, see page 22). 

Scripture references for Rapture: 

Mat. 24:23-31; Mat. 13:36-43; Mat. 13:47-50; Mat. 24:42-51; Mat. 25:13; Mark 13:21-27; Mark 13:32-33; Luke 17:22-

24; Luke 21:25-28; Luke 21:34-35; Jn. 14:2-3; Acts 1:9-11; Rom. 8:11, 23; 1 Cor. 1:7; 1 Cor. 15:50-56; Phil. 3:20-21; 1 

Thes. 4:13-17; 1 Thes. 5:1-9, 23;  2 Thes. 1:6-10; 2 Thes. 2:1-4, 8; Jas. 5:7-9; 2 Pet 3:4, 7, 10-13; 1 Jn. 2:28; Rev. 1:7; 

Rev. 3:3; Rev. 6:12-17; Rev. 7:9-17; Rev. 14:14-20; Rev. 15:1-4; Rev. 16:15; Isa. 27:12-13; Dan. 12:1-3; Joel 3:13-16; 

Zech. 14:4-5 
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Chapter 9 

The Wrath of God 

 
Revelation 16:1 (NKJV)  Then I heard a loud voice from the 
temple saying to the seven angels, ñGo and pour out the 
bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.ò 
 

 

 

 

 

There is a time coming when God will judge the world for rejecting His Son and for 

sin. It will be a day of wrath and judgment. In the Bible, this time is descriptively called the Wrath of God (Col. 3:6; Rev. 14:9-10, 

19; 15:1, 7; 16:1). In some passages, it is called the Day of the Lord (Joel 1:15; 2:1-11; 1 Thes. 5:1-9; see page 39 in this book). It 

will be a day of vengeance when Godôs wrath will be expressed in the form of seven plagues poured out upon the earth. There 

will be much physical pain and trouble for the inhabitants of earth at that time. Some have taught that the plagues of Godôs wrath 

are part of the Great Tribulation. That is not the case according to the Bible (see page 6).  

 The seven plagues in the Book of Revelation constitute the outpouring of the Wrath of God (Rev. 6:17; 11:18 with the 

following references). Details of the seven plagues are first provided in Revelation 8:6-13, 9:1-21, and 11:15-19. The seven 

plagues are described a second time in Revelation 16:1-21. Notice that the plagues are poured out by angels of God (Rev. 8:6,10; 

11:15; 16:1). Revelation 16:1 says, ñThen I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, óGo and pour out the 

bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.ôò These plagues described in the Book of Revelation are the outpouring of Godôs wrath 

upon a sinful world (Rev. 18:4, 8). Since the Great Tribulation is demonic persecution (under the direction of the Beast) rather 

than godly judgment, it should be clear that the seven plagues of Godôs wrath are not part of the Great Tribulation. 

Failure to recognize that the same seven plagues are described twice in the Book of Revelation can lead to confusion about 

end-time events. Even though the plagues are described from slightly different view points, the two different descriptions for each 

plague can be compared to see that both descriptions apply to the same event. There is only one set of seven plagues, but they are 

described twice in the Book of Revelation. (See page 51 for more information on the seven plagues of the Wrath of God.) 

Christians are not destined to suffer the Wrath of God (Rom. 5:9; 1 Thes. 5:9; Rev. 18:4). Through faith in Jesus, He has 

delivered us from the coming wrath (1 Thes. 1:9-10). Therefore, Christians will not suffer the Wrath of God. 

The Beast and non-Christians will suffer terribly during the Wrath of God (Rom. 1:18; 2:5-9; Eph 5:3-7; Col. 3:5-6; Rev. 9:3-

6; 16:9-11). Even though they refuse to repent, they will be forced to acknowledge that Jesus is the Lord of all (Rev. 9:20-21; 

16:9, 11; 11:13; Rom. 14:11; Phil. 2:10-11). Since no one repents during the Wrath of God, it would appear that no one is saved 

during the Wrath of God (Acts 3:19; 11:18). Like the flood of Noahôs days, the Wrath of God is a time of punishment, not a time 

of correction (Mat. 24:36-39; Gen. 6:5-8, 13, 17; Gen. 7:13-24). 

 

Summary 

Term Definition:  

The Wrath of God is a scriptural term referring to a specific period of time when God will punish the Beast and those 

who worship him (Rev. 14:9-11). This outpouring of Godôs wrath will take the form of seven plagues (Rev. 8:1-13; 9:1-

21; 11:1-19; 15:1-21). The Wrath of God is sometimes called the Day of the Lord (Joel 1:15; 2:1-11; 1 Thes. 5:1-9). 

Significance of the Wrath of God: 

The Wrath of God is a time of punishment for the Beast and all those who worship him and take his mark during the 

Great Tribulation (Rev. 14:9-11). The Wrath of God is Godôs judgment upon sin and sinners (Rom. 1:18; 2:5-9; Eph 5:3-

7; Col. 3:5-6). 
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Source of the Wrath of God: 

The Wrath of God comes from God (Rom. 2:5-9; 2 Thes. 1:6-10; Rev. 15:6-7). It is performed by angels under His 

command (Rev. 8:1-2; 11:17-18; 15:6-8; 16:1). 

Length of the Wrath of God: 

The precise length of the Wrath of God is not given in the Bible. One of the plagues lasts five months (Rev. 9:5). 

Therefore the Wrath of God lasts at least five months.  

Events Prior to the Wrath of God: 

The Great Tribulation occurs before the Wrath of God (see page 10 and the appendix beginning on page 43). 

Immediately after the Great Tribulation (but before the Wrath of God) certain signs will occur in the sun, moon, and stars 

(Mat. 24:29; Rev. 6:12-14; and page 55). Also, Jesus will be seen by the people on earth as He returns to gather His 

people (Mat. 24:27, 30-21; Rev. 6:15-17). 

Events of the Wrath of God: 

The primary events associated with the Wrath of God are the seven plagues poured out in judgment upon the earth and 

its inhabitants (Rev. 8:6-13; 9:1-21; 11:15-19; 15:1; 16:1-21). 

God During the Wrath of God: 

Godôs judgment and punishment will be poured out as seven plagues upon those who remain on the earth after the 

Rapture (Rev. 8:1-13; 9:1-21; 11:1-19; 15:1-21). God will be a shelter for His people (Joel 3:9-16). 

Christians During the Wrath of God: 

Most Christians will be in heaven during the Wrath of God (Rev. 7:9-17; 15:1-4). There will be 144,000 people who are 

sealed to protect them against the plagues (Rev. 7:1-8; 14:1-5). These will participate in the outpouring of the Wrath of 

God or possibly will witness against the people of the earth by explaining the reason for the plagues (Rev. 14:1-4). Two 

witnesses will also testify against the people during the Wrath of God (Rev. 11:3-13). The people of God will not suffer 

the plagues of the Wrath of God (Rom. 5:9; 1 Thes. 5:9; 1:9-10; Joel 3:9-16; Rev. 7:2-3). 

Satan During the Wrath of God: 

The Bible does not describe many of Satanôs activities during the Wrath of God. Satan (the dragon) will gather the 

people of the earth at Armaggedon to fight against God during the Wrath of God (Rev. 16:13-14). 

Beast During the Wrath of God: 

The Beast will suffer severe punishment during the Wrath of God (Rev. 16:10-11). The Beast will kill Godôs two 

witnesses between the sixth and seventh plagues (Rev. 11:7). The Beast, Satan, and the False Prophet will gather the 

people together at Armaggedon to fight against God (Rev. 16:13-14). 

Non-Christians During the Wrath of God: 

Non-Christians will suffer punishment during the Wrath of God (Rom. 1:18; 2:5-9; Eph 5:3-7; Col. 3:5-6; Rev. 9:3-6; 

16:9-11). They will blaspheme God (Rev. 16:9, 11, 21). They will refuse to repent for their evil (Rev. 9:20-21; 16:9, 11). 

They will be forced to give God the glory due Him (Rev. 11:13; Rom. 14:11; Phil. 2:10-11). 

Events Following the Wrath of God: 

Satan will be bound for 1000 years and the Millennium will begin (Rev. 20:1-4). 

Scripture references for the Wrath of God: 

Mat. 24:36-39; Luke 17:22-30; Rom. 1:18; Rom. 2:5-9; Rom. 5:9; Rom. 14:11; Eph. 5:3-7; Col. 3:5-6; 1 Thes. 1:9-10; 1 

Thes. 5:1-9; 2 Thes. 1:6-10; Rev. 6:12-17; Rev. 7:1-17; Rev. 8:1-13; Rev. 9:1-21; Rev. 11:1-19; Rev. 14:7-12, 17-20; 

Rev. 15:1-21; Rev. 16:1-21; Rev. 18:4, 8; Rev. 19:11-21; Joel 1:15; Joel 2:1-11, 28-32; Joel 3:12-16; Zech. 14:1-15; Isa. 

2:10-21; Isa. 13:1-16; Isa. 24:1-23; Isa. 26:20-21; Isa. 63:1-6; Ezek. 7:1-27 
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Chapter 10 

Millennium 

Revelation 20:4 (NKJV)  And I saw thrones, and they sat on 
them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the 
souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to 
Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the 
beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their 
foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned 
with Christ for a thousand years. 
 

The Millennium is a one thousand year period in which Jesus will reign over all the 

earth from Jerusalem. After the Wrath of God, Satan is bound by an angel of God and thrown into the bottomless pit. He will be 

kept there during the Millennium to prevent him from deceiving the people on earth. The Millennium is 1,000 years of peace and 

godly rule that begins when Satan is bound by the angel. 

Apparently, some of the people who follow the Beast will live through the battle of Armageddon (Rev. 16:12-21). These are 

people who suffer the plagues of the Wrath of God but are not killed (Rev. 8:11; 9:4-6,15,18,20). (The Bible sometimes refers to 

the people who do not belong to God as the nationsðPs. 10:15-16; 59:5; Isa. 34:1-8; Rev. 11:18; 16:19; 18:3; 20:3,8-9). 

Apparently, these non-Christians who live through the Wrath of God will be the ones who are required to go to Jerusalem each 

year to worship the Lord and keep the Feast of Tabernacles (Zech. 14:16-19). Their punishment for failure to perform this annual 

duty is that they will suffer a plague and rain will be withheld from them.  

The people of God will be resurrected (if dead) or changed (if alive) during the Rapture which occurs before the beginning of 

the Millennium (2 Thes. 4:15-17; Rev. 20:4; see page 18). They will always be with the Lord (1 Thes. 4:17). During the 

Millennium, the people of God will reign with Jesus (Rev. 20:6). 

Under the righteous rule of Jesus, the entire earth will experience a time of peace and prosperity. Without the deception of 

Satan, people will not fight or deceive one another. For 1,000 years, conditions for mankind will be idealðyet man will still 

follow evil when the opportunity presents itself again. 

At the end of the 1,000 year Millennium, Satan will be loosed from his bonds for a short while. He will go out to deceive the 

nations, including Gog and Magog (Rev. 20:7-8). These nations will decide to rebel against Jesus and attempt an attack on 

Jerusalem. This will not be much of a war since fire will come down from God and destroy them (Rev. 20:9). Satan will then be 

thrown into the lake of fire where he will be tormented forever (Rev. 20:10). He will never be allowed to deceive people again. 

Immediately after Satan is thrown into the lake of fire, the first heaven (i.e., universe) and first earth will disappear and the Great 

White Throne Judgment will begin. 

Summary 

Term Definition:  

Millennium  is ñ1. a period of one thousand years. 2. The millennium, the period of a thousand years during which 

Christ will reign on earth. Rev. 20:1-7. ....ò (The Random House College Dictionary, Revised, Unabridged Edition, 1980, 

p. 848) 

Significance of the Millennium: 

The Millennium will be a time when Satan is prevented from deceiving man for one thousand years (Rev. 20:1-3). At the 

end of the one thousand years, men will again follow Satan in attacking God's people (Rev. 20:7-9). This shows that 

unregenerate man turns to evil at the first opportunity, even after 1,000 years of an ideal environment. Therefore, it is not 

a personôs environment that makes him do bad thingsðit is rebellion against God (Rom. 1:20-21,28-32; John 3:19-20). 

Source of the Millennium: 

God will have Satan bound to prevent his interference with the millennial peace (Rev. 20:1-3). Jesus and His people will 

rule over all the earth and over all people (Zech 14:9,16-17; Rev. 20:4,6). 

Length of the Millennium: 

The Millennium lasts one thousand years (Rev. 20:1-3). 

Events Prior to the Millennium: 

The Wrath of God and battle of Armaggedon will occur before the Millennium (Rev. 19:17; 16:12-21; also see page 43). 

Just before the beginning of the Millennium, the Beast and False Prophet will be thrown into the lake of fire (Rev. 
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19:20). At the start of the Millennium, Satan will be bound by an angel of God and cast into the bottomless pit (Rev. 

20:1-3). 

Events of the Millennium: 

Satan will be bound during the entire 1,000 years of the Millennium so that he cannot deceive people (Rev. 20:2-3). The 

people of God will reign with Jesus (Rev. 20:4-6). Jerusalem will be safely inhabited (Zech. 14:10-11). Those non-

Christians who survive the Wrath of God will be required to go to Jerusalem each year to worship Jesus and keep the 

Feast of Tabernacles (Zech. 14:16). Any who fail to worship will not receive rain, and they will receive a plague from 

the Lord (Zech. 14:17-19).  

God During the Millennium : 

Jesus will reign from Jerusalem and will withhold rain and send a plague upon those nations who fail to worship Him 

yearly in Jerusalem (Zech 14:9,16-19).  

Christians During the Millennium : 

Christians will reign with Christ during the Millennium (Rev. 20:4). 

Satan During the Millennium: 

Satan will be bound in the bottomless pit during the Millennium (Rev. 20:1-3). 

Beast During the Millennium : 

The Beast and the False Prophet will be in the lake of fire during the Millennium (Rev. 19:20). 

Non-Christians During the Millennium : 

Non-Christians (i.e., the nations) must go to Jerusalem each year to worship Jesus and keep the Feast of Tabernacles. If 

they fail to do so, they will not receive rain, and they will suffer from a plague (Zech. 14:16-19). Those non-Christians 

who die before the start of the Millennium will not be resurrected until after the Millennium is over (Rev. 20:5,11-13). (It 

appears that no one obtains salvation during the Millennium.) 

Events Following the Millennium: 

At the end of the Millennium, Satan will be loosed from his bonds for a short time (Rev. 20:3,7). Satan will deceived 

Gog, Magog, and the nations into attempting an attack against Jesus and His people in Jerusalem (Rev. 20:8-9). The 

attackers will be destroyed and Satan will be cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:9-10). The present heaven (i.e., universe) 

and earth will disappear and the Great White Throne Judgment will begin (Rev. 20:1-15). 

Scripture references for the Millennium: 

Rev. 20:1-10; Zech. 14:6-11, 16-21; Mic. 4:1-4 
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Chapter 11 

White Throne Judgment 

Revelation 20:11-12 (NKJV)  Then I saw a great white throne 
and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before 
God, and books were opened. And another book was 
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were 
judged according to their works, by the things which were 
written in the books. 

 

After the 1,000 year millennial reign of Jesus, Satan will be loosed to deceive Gog, Magog, and the nations (Rev. 20:7-8). 

They will attempt an attack against Jesus and Jerusalem (Rev. 20:9). The battle will be very short with fire coming down from 

God to destroy them all. Satan will be thrown into the lake of fire where he will be tormented forever (Rev. 20:10). Immediately 

after Satan is thrown into the lake of fire, the present heaven (i.e., universe) and earth disappear. Then the Great White Throne 

Judgment begins. 

The Great White Throne Judgment is when those who do not belong to God are judged by their works (Rev. 20:12-13). Each 

personôs works (i.e., the things he did in life) will be examined. Since no oneôs works are good enough to save him, all will stand 

condemned (Rom. 3:10, 20, 23). After each person clearly sees that his works are inadequate to pay the price of his sin, the Book 

of Life will be opened. The Book of Life records all those persons who have accepted Godôs mercy and salvation provided by 

faith through the sacrifice of Jesus (Rom. 5:8; 3:28; 4:5; 10:9-10, 13; Eph. 2:8-9). If a personôs name is recorded in the Book of 

Life, his sin debt is paid in full through faith in Jesusô death and resurrection (Rom. 3:23-24; 6:23; 2 Cor. 5:20-21). Only those 

persons whose names are recorded in the Book of Life can enter the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:10, 27). 

If a personôs name is not recorded in the Book of Life, that means that he has failed to accept Jesusô provisions for paying his 

sin debt (John 12:48; Rom. 10:3). All those whose names are not recorded in the Book of Life are thrown into the lake of fire 

where Satan, the Beast, and the False Prophet are (Rev. 20:10,15). This is the second death (Rev. 21:8). 

The Great White Throne Judgment is not the same as the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:9-10). The judgment seat of Christ 

is an examination of Christians (Rom. 14:10-13). The work that each Christian does on earth for Jesus will be judged with some 

type of reward given as appropriate (1 Cor. 3:10-15). If a Christianôs works prove faulty, he will lose his reward, but he will not 

lose his salvation (1 Cor. 3:14-15).  

After the Great White Throne Judgment is completed, a new heaven and earth will be created (Rev. 21:1). 

Summary 

Term Definition:  

The Great White Throne Judgment is when those who do not belong to Jesus will be judged to determine where they will 

spend eternity (Rev. 20:11-15). God will judge the dead from a great white throne. Possibly, the white color of the throne 

represents purity, justice, and righteousness. 

Significance of the White Throne Judgment: 

This is when sin is finally and completely judged. Those whose sin debt was not paid through acceptance of Jesusô 

sacrifice will have to pay the price themselves (Rom. 6:23; Rev. 20:15). It is probably significant that the judgment of 

sinful man follows immediately after Satanôs judgment to the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10-12). 

Source of the White Throne Judgment: 

God is the judge at the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:11-12). 

Length of the White Throne Judgment: 

The length of the Great White Throne Judgment is not given. It is possible that time will no longer function in the same 

manner that we know it since the old heaven and earth will no longer exist (Rev. 20:1). 
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Events Prior to the White Throne Judgment: 

Just prior to the Great White Throne Judgment, Satan is judged for his sin and cast into the lake of fire where he will be 

tormented forever (Rev. 20:10). The heaven (i.e., the universe, stars, etc.) and earth will cease to exist (Rev. 20:11, 2 Pet. 

3:7,10-13). 

Events of the White Throne Judgment: 

The dead (spiritually) will be judged by their works (Rev. 20:12). Those who are not recorded in the Book of Life will be 

thrown into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:15). 

God During the White Throne Judgment: 

God will judge the dead according to their works. He will also check to see if their names are written in the Book of Life 

(Rev. 20:12-15). 

Christians During the White Throne Judgment: 

Christians are not mentioned during the Great White Throne Judgment in Revelation chapter 20. It is possible that 

Christians will participate in this judgment (1 Cor. 6:2-3). 

Satan During the White Throne Judgment: 

Satan will suffer torment in the lake of fire during the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:10). 

Beast During the White Throne Judgment: 

The Beast and the False Prophet will suffer torment in the lake of fire during the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 

20:10). 

Non-Christians During the White Throne Judgment: 

During the Great White Throne Judgment, non-Christians (the dead, spiritually) will be judged by their works (Rev. 

20:12-13). Those whose names are not written in the Book of Life will be thrown into the lake of fire where the devil is 

tormented (Rev. 20:15). This is the second death (Rev. 21:8). 

Events Following the White Throne Judgment: 

After the Great White Throne Judgment, a new heaven (i.e., universe) and earth will be created (Rev. 21:1). The New 

Jerusalem will come down to the new earth from God (Rev. 21:2). 

Scripture references for the White Throne Judgment: 

Rev. 20:11-15, 27; John 12:48; Acts 17:30-31; 1 Cor 6:2-3; Heb. 9:27-28 
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Chapter 12 

New Heaven and Earth 

 
Revelation 21:1 (NKJV)  Now I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away. Also there was no more sea. 
 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of the Great White Throne Judgment, the heaven (i.e., the universe 

including the stars) and earth will cease to exist (Rev. 20:11). According to Peter, this disappearance will take place with a great 

noise and fire (2 Pet. 3:10). The present heavens and earth will be worn out and no longer useful. As such, like a worn out 

garment, they will be discarded (Heb. 1:10-12). 

After the completion of the Great White Throne Judgment, a new heaven and earth will be created (Rev. 21:1). The new earth 

will be the location of the New Jerusalem which will come down from God (Rev. 21:2). The New Jerusalem is also called the 

Bride of Christ (Rev. 21:2, 9-10). It is there that Jesus will forever dwell with His people (Rev. 21:3). All things will be made new 

and there will be no more death, sorrow, crying, or curse (Rev. 21: 5,3-4; 22:3). This is the eternal home for all Christians. (See 

page 38 for additional information about replacing the present heavens and earth.) 

Summary 

Term Definition:  

Heaven is the name that God called the firmament (expanse, i.e., space) where He placed the sun, moon, and stars (Gen. 

1:6-8, 14-18). 

The term heaven in Revelation 20:11 and 21:1 refers to the universe including our atmosphere and the expanse that 

contains the stars. According to Strongôs Concordance, the Greek word used in these passages is number 3772, ouranoV 

(ouranos, cf. Uranus). This word means sky and by extension means heaven (as the abode of God). In the KJV 

translation, this Greek word is translated as heaven 268 times, as air 10 times and as sky 5 times. For example, this 

Greek word is translated as air in ñ... the birds of the air...ò in Matthew 8:20 and Luke 9:58. This heaven will be shaken 

and the stars will fall from it (Mat. 24:29-30).  

Earth in Revelation 20:11 and 21:1 refers to the planet inhabited by mankind.  

Significance of the New Heaven and Earth:  

The old heaven and earth will become old like a garment that is worn out and ready to be replaced (Ps 102:25-26; Isa 

51:6; Heb 1:10-12). The new heaven and earth will no longer suffer the curse of sin (Rev. 21:27; 22:3). 

Source of the New Heaven and Earth:  

The new heaven and earth come from God. 

Length of the New Heaven and Earth: 

The new heaven and earth will last for eternity (Rev. 22:5). 

Events Prior to the New Heaven and Earth: 

The Great White Throne Judgment immediately precedes the creation of the new heaven and earth (Rev. 20:11-15; 

21:1). 

Events of the New Heaven and Earth: 

 A new heaven (universe) and earth are created to replace the old ones (Rev. 21:1). The New Jerusalem will come down 

from God to the new earth (Rev. 21:2). God will dwell with His people (Rev. 21:3). There will be no more death, sorrow 

or crying (Rev. 21:4). There will be no night in the new city since God will be its light (Rev. 21:23-25; 22:5). 

God During the New Heaven and Earth: 

God will live among His people in the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:3-4; 22:3-5). He will wipe away all tears and ensure that 

there is no more death, sorrow or crying. God will make all things new (Rev. 21:5). 

Christians During the New Heaven and Earth: 

Christians will live forever with God in the new creation (Rev. 21:3, 4, 7, 27; Rev. 22:5). They will serve Him and see 

His face (Rev. 22:3-4).  
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Satan During the New Heaven and Earth:  

Satan will suffer for eternity in the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10). 

Beast During the New Heaven and Earth: 

The Beast and the False Prophet will suffer for eternity in the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10). 

Non-Christians During the New Heaven and Earth: 

People who do not belong to God will be in the lake of fire (Rev. 20:15). This is the second death (Rev. 21:8). 

Events Following the New Heaven and Earth: 

After the new heaven and earth are created, the New Jerusalem will descend from God to the new earth (Rev. 21:2,10). 

God will live among His people in the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:3-4; 22:3-5). 

Scripture r eferences for the New Heaven and Earth: 

Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33; Heb. 1:10-12; 2 Pet. 3:7,10-13; Rev. 20:11; Rev. 21:1-27; Rev. 22:1-5; Gen. 1:6-8, 14-18; Ps. 

102:25-26; Isa. 51:6; Isa. 65:17-25; Isa. 24:19-20 
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Chapter 13 

Miscellaneous Information 

 
Psalms 119:130 (NKJV)  The entrance of Your words gives 
light; It gives understanding to the simple. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This chapter provides information on many questions and issues related to end-time 

events. Some of the information provides answers to common questions about the End Times. Information is also provided on 

some end-time details that do not warrant a complete chapter. To locate desired information, consult the index in the back of this 

book or the topic list below. 

 

Topic Page 
The elect of Matthew 24 ............................................................. 30 
Will there be a Rapture? ............................................................ 31 
Is the Rapture secret and invisible? ........................................... 31 
Will only some Christians be raptured? ...................................... 31 
Is the Rapture shown in Revelation 4:1-6? ................................ 31 
When is the Rapture? ................................................................ 32 
Clouds and the coming of Jesus ................................................ 32 
Will the temple be rebuilt? .......................................................... 32 
Do faithful Christians go through the Great Tribulation? ............ 32 
Will Christians be kept from the Great Tribulation? .................... 33 
Persecution of Christians during the Great Tribulation ............... 33 
As a thief in the night ................................................................. 33 
How long is the Great Tribulation? ............................................. 34 
The 70 weeks of Daniel ............................................................. 35 
The Beastôs wound in the head .................................................. 36 
The Mark of the Beast (666) ...................................................... 37 
Is Jacobôs trouble the Great Tribulation? ................................... 37 

When is the Battle of Armageddon? .......................................... 37 
When do Gog and Magog fight against Godôs people? .............. 38 
Will heaven and earth be rejuvenated rather than replaced? ..... 38 
The parable of the wheat and tares ........................................... 38 
The 144,000 sealed in Revelation .............................................. 39 
The Day of the Lord ................................................................... 39 
The seven seals ......................................................................... 39 
The seven plagues ..................................................................... 40 
The three woes .......................................................................... 40 
The two witnesses ..................................................................... 40 
Gospel preached to all the earth ................................................ 41 

 

The elect of Matthew 24  
The term elect used in Matthew 24:29-31 refers to those chosen of God. The term is used in a similar sense today when 

referring to someone as a bride-elect (or president-elect). When used in this way, the term means the woman is chosen to be a 

bride, but the wedding has not taken place. In a similar sense, those who are born again (i.e., Christians) constitute the bride-elect 

of Christ who is waiting for the marriage supper of the Lamb (2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 19:9). The Bride is chosen and the wedding is 

scheduled, but it has not taken place. Therefore, Christians are technically the bride-elect (or elect) of Christ.  

Romans 11:7 shows that elect refers to the Church (Christians) and not just the national Jews. (Note: Born again Jews are 

also part of the elect.) This passage says, ñ...That which Israel [the national Jews] is seeking for, it has not obtained, but those who 

were chosen [election in KJV] obtained it....ò The word chosen in this passage comes from the same Greek root as the word elect 

in Matthew 24. Colossians 3:11-13 shows that there is no distinction between Greek [non-Jew] and Jew and that when born 
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again, they both are the chosen [elect in KJV] of God. Jew and non-Jew are chosen [elect in KJV] by the sanctifying work of the 

Spirit (1 Pet 1:1-2).  

Will there be a Rapture?  
Some teach there will be no rapture (i.e., catching away) of the Church. They believe that the Lord will simply come to earth 

and set up His kingdom without taking His people to Heaven. Others teach that Godôs people will be caught up to meet the Lord 

in the air then immediately come back to earth with Him for the millennial kingdom without spending time in Heaven. Both of 

these views are incorrect according to the following Scriptures.  

First Thessalonians 4:16-17 says, ñFor the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 

archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught 

up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.ò This passage explains 

that there will be a catching up of the Church at the return of Christ.  

The Church will spend some time in Heaven during the Wrath of God. This is shown in Revelation 7:9-17 where a great 

multitude from every nation is shown before the throne of God in Heaven. These are the people who have come out of the Great 

Tribulation (Rev. 7:14). They will be in Heaven during the time when God pours out His wrath (judgment) upon the remaining 

inhabitants of the earth as described in Revelation chapters 8 and 9. These people apparently return to earth for the millennial 

reign of Christ (Rev. 20:4-6).  

Is the Rapture secret and invisible?   
Some people teach that the return of Jesus for the Church (i.e., the Rapture) will be secret and invisible. This teaching says 

that when Jesus takes the Christians out of the world, most people who remain will be puzzled about what happened to all those 

people who disappeared. This opinion may arise partly from a misunderstanding of Hebrews 9:28. As translated in the King 

James Version, the passage says, ñ...unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time....ò Some have thought this 

passage means Jesus would only be visible to those who were ready for the Rapture. Reading this passage in most other 

translations makes it obvious that this is not the proper understanding. For example, the New American Standard Bible translates 

it as, ñso Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time for salvation without reference 

to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.ò This passage shows that the first time Jesus came, it was to offer Himself as a sacrifice 

for our sin. The next time He comes, He will not need to deliver us from our sin but will deliver (save) us out of this world and 

from the soon coming Wrath of God (1 Thes. 1:10).  

This passage in Hebrews 9:28 does not suggest a secret or invisible return of Jesus. This is obvious even in the King James 

Version, once the context is understood. The complete verse (KJV) says, ñSo Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; 

and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.ò When the whole verse is considered, 

even the KJV fails to support an invisible return of Jesus. What do other Scriptures say about the visibility of Jesusô return?  

In Matthew 24 Jesus warns against claims that He will come secretly (vs. 23). He said that His return would be as visible as 

the lightning which flashes from east to west across the sky (vv. 26-27). All  the people on earth will see Him at His coming (Mat. 

24:30; Rev. 1:7; Rev. 6:15-17). Another passage referring to the gathering of the Church says that Christians will be rescued from 

afflictions when the Lord Jesus is ñ... revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those 

who do not know God....ò (2 Thes. 1:6-8). Jesus will come, ñ... with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet 

of God....ò (1 Thes. 4:16). John said,  ñBehold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced 

Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.ò (Rev. 1:7). These passages describe the return 

of the Lord as a highly visible event.  

Will only some Christians be raptured?   
Scriptures describing the second coming of Jesus do not support the partial rapture theory. Except for those under the altar 

who have been martyred for the Lord, there is no suggestion of any persons permanently in Heaven before the great multitude is 

described in Revelation 7:9-17. This multitude consists of those who have come out of the Great Tribulation (Rev. 7:14).  

The partial rapture theory typically claims certain Christians (i.e., those who are ready) will be raptured before the Great 

Tribulation and others will be raptured after the Great Tribulation. An understanding of the chronology of the End Times exposes 

the error of this theory. (Refer to the earlier chapters and the appendix beginning on page 43 for additional information.) 

Is the Rapture shown in Revelation 4:1-6?   
This passage (Rev. 4:1-6) says, ñAfter these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice 

which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, óCome up here, and I will show you things which must take place 

after this.ô Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne....ò Some people teach 

that when John is told to, ñ... Come up here....ò the Rapture is being described. There are a couple of issues which indicate that 

this passage is not talking about the Rapture of the Church.  

First, this was simply an invitation to the apostle John to see future events from a heavenly perspective. This is shown at the 

end of verse one. This is not an unusual way for God to give revelations to man. For example, Paul spoke of a man who was 

caught up into Heaven and heard inexpressible words (2 Cor. 12:1-4). He explained that this had to do with visions and 

revelations of the Lord (2 Cor. 12:1). Ezekiel also saw visions of God when the heavens were opened (Ezek. 1:1). This passage is 

simply what it claims to beða time when John was taken up to Heaven to receive revelation about end-time events.  
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If this had been the occasion of the rapture of the Church, John should have seen a large group of other saints in Heaven who 

had been raptured at the same time as he. Revelation chapters four and five give no suggestion of the large group of saints who 

should be in Heaven if the passage in Revelation 4:1-2 describes the Rapture. Notice that the great multitude of saints does not 

show up in Heaven until Revelation 7:9-17. This occurs just after the signs in heaven (which immediately precede the Raptureð

Mat. 24:29-31, see page 55) and immediately before the outpouring of Godôs Wrath.   

When is the Rapture?  
The Rapture occurs immediately after the Great Tribulation and the signs in the sun, moon, and stars (Mat. 24:29-31). The 

Rapture will take place before the Wrath of God (Rev. 7:9,13-14; 8:1-7; 14:14-20). Christians are destined to suffer tribulation 

and persecution (1 Thes. 3:3-4; 2 Tim. 3:12). However, Jesus delivered Christians from the Wrath of God (Rom. 5:9; 1 Thes. 

1:10; 5:9). See page 18 for more information on the Rapture. 

Clouds and the coming of Jesus  
According to Revelation 1:7, Jesus will come with clouds. Some have thought that these clouds might refer to the Christians 

gathered in the air during the Rapture (1 Thes. 4:17; Heb. 12:1). However, it is more likely that the clouds in Revelation 1:7 are 

literal clouds for the following reasons. Jesus was received into a physical cloud when He departed after His resurrection (Acts 

1:9-11). We are told that He will return in a similar manner. Jesus also sits on a cloud when He comes to gather the saints (Rev. 

14:14-16; Mat. 24:30). Since this is just before the saints are raptured, they must not make up this cloud. At the Rapture, 

Christians rise up into the clouds in the air (1 Thes. 4:17). In Daniel, Jesus is shown coming with the clouds of heaven (Dan. 7:13-

14). 

There may be a connection between the clouds of Revelation 1:7 and the glory of God. For example, when Jesus was 

transfigured, a bright cloud appeared (Mat. 17:5). When Solomon dedicated the temple, a cloud filled it and the priests could not 

continue to minister (1 Kg. 8:10-12). The Lord led the Israelites out of Egypt in a cloud (Ex. 13:21-22; Ex. 14:19, 20, 24; Ex. 

16:10). The mountain where Moses received the ten commandments (Mt. Sinai) was covered with a cloud when the Lord was 

there (Ex. 19:16-18).  

Will the temple be rebuilt?  
Since the Abomination of Desolation includes the forbidding of sacrifices, some teach that the temple in Jerusalem must be 

rebuilt before the Great Tribulation (see page 7 for more information on the Abomination of Desolation). That may be true (see 

Rev. 11:1-2). However, it may be possible for this prophecy to be fulfilled without the rebuilding of the temple.  

There is no legitimate need for a physical temple as a place of sin sacrifice since the crucifixion of Jesus. Jesus made one 

sacrifice for sins that does not need repeating in any form (Heb. 10:11-14). Since He completely paid for sin, there is no longer an 

offering or sacrifice for sin (Heb. 10:18, 26). The old covenant with its sacrifices and ordinances has become obsolete and is 

replaced by the new covenant in Jesus (Heb. 8:13; Heb. 10:8-11). If a temple is built and sacrifices for sin are offered, it will be in 

rebellion against the plan of God for salvation (Heb. 10:28-29; Gal. 4:21-26; Gal. 5:1-6; Rom. 10:3-4). 

The first possibility for fulfilling the prophecy about the Abomination of Desolation without rebuilding the temple is that 

sacrifices may be made in a different location. For example, Jews made sacrifices in the Tabernacle at several locations long 

before the temple was built by Solomon. The second possibility is that the forbidden sacrifices may be something other than 

animal sacrifices. The Bible mentions several non-animal sacrifices. For example, there is a sacrifice of thanksgiving and a 

sacrifice of praise (Ps. 116:17; Heb 13:15). Things sent to support ministry work are also called sacrifices (Phil. 4:8). 

The people of God are the temple (1 Cor. 3:16-17; 1 Cor. 6:19; Eph. 2:19-22). There is no need for a physical temple. 

However, that does not mean that one will not be built. It is important to be alert to various possible ways of fulfilling the 

Abomination of Desolation. 

Do faithful Christians go through the Great Tribulation ?  
The following Scriptures show that faithful Christians are on earth during the Great Tribulation.  

Matthew 24:21-25 (NKJV)  ñFor then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the 

world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 ñAnd unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for 

the electôs sake those days will be shortened. 23 ñThen if anyone says to you, óLook, here is the Christ!ô or óThere!ô do 

not believe it. 24 ñFor false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, 

even the elect. 25 ñSee, I have told you beforehand. [Note: If the chosen ones of God were not going to be here, this 

warning would not have been needed.]  

Daniel 11:31-34 (NKJV)  ñAnd forces shall be mustered by him, and they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they 

shall take away the daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination of desolation. 32 ñThose who do wickedly against 

the covenant he shall corrupt with flattery; but the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great 

exploits. 33 ñAnd those of the people who understand shall instruct many; yet for many days they shall fall by sword and 

flame, by captivity and plundering. 34 ñNow when they fall, they shall be aided with a little help; but many shall join 

with them by intrigue. 

Also ñ... Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.ò This 

patience of the saints is their refusal to worship the Beast or to take his mark (Rev. 14:9-12). These are activities that take place 

during the Great Tribulation (Rev. 13:16-18). This shows that Christians will be on earth during the reign of the Beast. Those 
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Christians who go through the Great Tribulation are not second class Christians who missed the Rapture (See Rev. 7:4-17). (If 

anything, these Christians seem to receive special recognition.)  

Will  Christians be kept from the Great Tribulation ?  
Some people teach that Revelation 3:10 promises Christians that they will not go through the Great Tribulation. 

Revelation 3:10 (NKJV) ñBecause you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial 

which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.ò 

If this passage is talking about the Great Tribulation, the word keep does not necessarily mean that the Christians will be 

removed. The same Greek word is used in a similar fashion in John 17:15. However, that passage clearly shows that the word is 

used to mean a protection from the trouble rather than a removal from the earth. The meaning of keep in these passages appears to 

be a protection in the midst of a problem. 

John 17:11-15 (NKJV)  ñNow I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, 

keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. 15 (NKJV)  ñI do not pray 

that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. [emphasis added] 

In Revelation 3:10, the Greek words for trial (temptation in KJV) and test (try in KJV) refer to a testing in the sense of 

determining the value or validity of something. Since the Great Tribulation will make a separation between those people who 

belong to God and those who do not, this passage could be promising protection from failing the test (Mat. 24:11-13; 2 Tim. 

1:12).  

Persecution of Christians during the Great Tribulation  
During the Great Tribulation, the Beast will persecute Godôs people. This should not be surprising since Satanôs only purpose 

is to kill, steal, and destroy (John 10:10). All through history, the people of God have been persecuted by the people who are 

following Satan. Jesus was persecuted and He promised that those who follow Him will also be persecuted and hated (Mat. 

10:22-26; 24:9; Luke 21:12-19; John 15:18-21). We are destined for tribulation (1 Thes. 3:3-4; John 16:33). However, persecution 

and tribulation cannot separate us from Christôs love for us (Rom. 8:35).  

The Beast will especially persecute and kill Godôs people during the Great Tribulation (Dan. 7:21, 25; 8:24; 11:32-33; 12:7; 

Rev. 12:13, 17; 13:7; 20:4). He will receive authority to fight against Christians and to prevail in some cases (Rev. 13:7-8). Many 

Christians will oppose the Beast (Dan. 11:32-33; Rev. 11:3-11). Apparently, the Beastôs persecution of the people of God will 

serve to purify them (Dan. 11:35; Rom. 5:3-4). 

During the Great Tribulation, God will provide some assistance to those of His people who are persecuted by the Beast (Dan. 

11:34). This protection will include some kind of protection in the wilderness with some assistance provided by the earth (Rev. 

12:14-16; Mat. 24:16-20). Christians can count on the Lordôs help, no matter what they may go through (Heb. 13:5-6; Ps 23:4). 

As a thief in the night 

Jesus warned us that He will come as a thief in the night. 

Revelation 16:15 (NKJV)  ñBehold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he 

walk naked and they see his shame.ò 

Luke 12:35-40 (NKJV)  ñLet your waist be girded and your lamps burning; 36 ñand you yourselves be like men who 

wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to him 

immediately. 37 ñBlessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I say to 

you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serve them. 38 ñAnd if he should come in 

the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. 39 ñBut know this, that if the 

master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be 

broken into. 40 ñTherefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.ò 

Matthew 24:42-51 (NKJV)  ñWatch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. 43 ñBut know this, 

that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his 

house to be broken into. 44 ñTherefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 45 

ñWho then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due 

season? 46 ñBlessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. 47 ñAssuredly, I say to you that 

he will make him ruler over all his goods. 48 ñBut if that evil servant says in his heart, óMy master is delaying his 

coming,ô 49 ñand begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunkards, 50 ñthe master of that 

servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is not aware of, 51 ñand will cut him in 

two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

The primary intent of these passages is to warn Godôs people to be alert at all times. Jesusô coming will not be unexpectedly 

like a thief in the night for those Christians who stay alert and busy about the Fatherôs business (see following verses). 

Revelation 3:3 (NKJV)  ñRemember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you 

will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you. [emphasis 

added] 




