
HOME 
PLATE  

IS  
17”! 





"Coaches, keep your players — 
no matter how good they are 

— your own children, your 
churches, your government 

and, most of all, keep yourself 
at 17 inches."  



There is one 
standard in God’s 

kingdom… 



And no one gets to 
rewrite, or adjust, it  

‘to fit!’ 





We’re in it Together! 

• This Great Adventure! 
–“Go proclaiming the Good News of God’s 

kingdom, heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 
cast out devils, raise the dead, freely give 
because you have freely received, and 
don’t worry about provision along the way 
because the laborers are worthy of their 
sustenance!” Matthew 10.7-10 



We’re in it Together! 

• This Great Adventure! 
• This net of safety for the world! Mt 4.19 
–Started with the twelve… Matthew 10.1ff 
–Then seventy more… Luke 10.1 
–Then all believers added to the com-

mission! Acts 1.4-8 2.38,39 
• This net of safety for one another…  



For one another… 

• “Exhort one another daily, while it is 
called today; lest any of you be 
hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, 
if we hold the beginning of our 
confidence steadfast unto the end…” 
Hebrews 3.13 
–We need to be helping one another remain 

safe by speaking into each other’s lives!  



For one another… 

• “Let us observe one another and incite 
each other to love and to good works: 
Not forsaking gathering together, as the 
manner of some; but ‘invoking’ one 
another: and so much the more, as you 
see the day approaching.” Heb 10.23-25 
–We need to be close enough to watch one 

another, and call each other to quality of 
life, as we see the day approaching!  



For one another… 

• “And after they preached and taught 
many, they confirmed the souls of the 
disciples, exhorting them to continue in 
the faith, and that we must through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom 
of God.” Acts 14.21,22 
–We need to do our work in the world and 

help each other remain sound and stable 
in the struggle of it!  



This is the concept of 
fellowship and 
discipleship… 



Being united as disciples 
of Jesus, and being 

disciples among 
disciples… 



Helping each other 
maintain the ‘standard’ 
as it was once delivered 
to the saints! Jude 1.3 



Jude 1.3 

• “Beloved… I was going to write about 
our common salvation, but I felt it was 
necessary to write and urge you to 
contend earnestly for the faith entrusted 
once for all to the saints. For certain 
ungodly men crept in unnoticed, 
designated long ago for condemnation, 
who turn the grace of our God into a 
license to sin, and deny our only Master 
and Lord, Jesus Christ.” 



2Peter 2.1,2 

• “Just as there were false prophets 
among the holy prophets [who gave us 
the inspired word of God 1.21], even so 
there will be false teachers among you 
[speaking to the church in this age], who 
insidiously introduce destructive 
heresies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them… and many will follow 
their destructive and deadly ways…” 



“and because of them, 
the followers, the way 

of truth will be 
defamed!” 



When it comes to the 
Word of God we can’t  
rewrite the ‘standard’ 

to fit or exclude! 



Holding onto the Word… 

• “Every word of God is pure and a shield 
to those who put their trust in Him!” 
Proverbs 30.5 

• “Test all things; hold fast to what is 
good. Abstain from every form of evil.” 
1Thessalonians 5.21 Lexicon 

• “Stand firm and cling to the traditions 
we have taught you, whether by speech 
or letter.” 2Thess 2.15 Lexicon 
 



Holding onto the Word… 

• “Hold on to the pattern of sound 
teaching you have heard from me (and 
don’t let them be changed), hold on 
with the faith and love which are in 
Christ Jesus (and passed on to us). 
Guard the good treasure entrusted to 
you with the help of the Holy Spirit who 
dwells in us. 2Tim 1.13,14 Lexicon 
 
 



Holding onto the Word… 

• “Hold fast the faithful word you have been 
taught so that you may be able by sound 
doctrine to encourage others and refute 
those who contradict the message. For 
many are rebellious and full of empty talk… 
whose mouths must be silenced… who 
undermine entire house-holds, teaching 
things they shouldn’t… They profess to 
know God but deny Him in their actions.” 
Titus 1.9-11,16 Lexicon 
 
 



 “Holding onto the Word as it was once delivered!” 


